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Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to 52 
Pa. Code Chapter 57 with respect to the

 Harwood-Jenkins #1 and #2 138/69kV 

Transmission Lines in Hazle Township, 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On August 5, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) and (v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Luzerne County Board of Commissioners, Luzerne County Planning Commission, Hazle Township, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service, including township supervisors and planning commissions.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


PPL Electric seeks the Commission’s approval for the reconstruction of portions of the Harwood-Jenkins #1 and #2 138/69kV Transmission Line and to construct 1,700 feet of a new transmission line in Hazle Township, Luzerne County.  


The proposed reconstruction will add a third circuit to the Harwood-Jenkins system.  Construction of the third circuit will be accomplished by reconstructing a 1.4 mile portion of the existing single circuit Harwood-Jenkins #2 69kV transmission line for a double circuit 138/69 kV operation.  Completion of the third circuit will also require reconstruction of a .6 mile portion of the existing Harwood-Jenkins #1 69 kV transmission line for double circuit 138/69 kV operation.  Additionally, approximately 1,700 feet, or 1/3 mile, of new 138/69kV single circuit line will be installed on PPL Electric property in order to terminate the new third circuit into the existing Harwood 138/69kV switchyard.  


The proposed project is required to avoid overloading in the event of an outage to either the Harwood-Jenkins #1 or #2 Transmission Lines, and to prevent PPL Electric from dropping an amount of load that exceeds the Company’s Reliability Principles and Practices (“RP&P”) guidelines if both the #1 and #2 Lines were out of service.  PPL Electric has adopted RP&P guidelines in order to direct its planning process and to establish standards for its transmission and distribution systems which will enable it to provide safe and reliable service at a reasonable cost.  PPL Electric relies on the RP&P standards to determine need to reinforce its transmission and distribution system.  PPL Electric states that by 2012, under peak loading conditions, failures in the line would cause loss of load above the guidelines, while creating an overloading condition on the remaining line.  Operation with the overloading conditions, above the emergency rating, would cause damage to, and eventual failure of, those conductors.  PPL avers that this overloading would be in violation of the North American Electric Reliability Corporation, ReliabilityFirst Corporation, the PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. as well as PPL Electric’s RP&P.


The proposed 1.4 mile line reconstruction will begin at the Harwood Substation.  The eleven 85 foot lattice structures of the Harwood-Jenkins #2 Line will be removed and replaced with twelve new double circuit 95 foot high weathering steel monopoles equipped with upswept weathering steel arms and insulator assemblies.  This line will cross Interstate I-81 and the angle poles on either side of the interstate will be installed on concrete foundations.  The remaining 10 poles will be direct embedded.  This segment of the line will be completed under existing PPL Electric Right-of Way Agreements and within existing easements.  All revised pole locations were reviewed and agreed to by property owner representatives.  The additional pole will be installed on property owned by Can-Do, Inc., an industrial development.  Can-Do has existing structures on its property and has agreed to the location of the additional structure.


The existing Harwood-Jenkins #1 69kV Line will be disconnected from the Jenkins to Harwood section of the circuit at the Valmont Taps, but will remain connected to serve the Valmont Substation.  As a result, the line segment from the Harwood Substation to the Valmont Substation will be renamed the Harwood-Valmont 69kV Line.  The .6 mile double circuit segment will be rebuilt with five new 95 foot high monopoles. These poles will replace the existing 83 foot lattice structures.  As is the case with Harwood-Jenkins #2 Line, the angle structures will be on concrete foundations and the tangent structures will be direct embedded.  Both the Hardwood-Jenkins #1 and #2 lines will use six (6) 556.5kcmil, 24/7 ACSR conductors and one .752 inch optical ground wire.  This segment of the line will be completed under existing PPL Electric Right-of Way Agreements and within existing easements.  


In addition, PPL Electric proposes a new 1,700 foot, approximately 1/3 mile, single circuit line connecting the Harwood-Jenkins #1 138/69kV transmission line to the Harwood Substation.  This line will provide a source to the distribution substations located along the Harwood-Jenkins 138/69kV corridor and will no longer feed the Valmont Substation.  This line will use six new 80 foot steel monopoles with horizontal line insulator assemblies.  There will be three 556.5kcmil ACSR conductors and one .752 inch optical ground wire.  This segment of the line will be designed and constructed for 138kV operation, although it will be operated initially 69kV.  This line will be installed entirely on property owned in fee by PPL Electric. 


The project was reviewed by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) and it was determined that there are no anticipated impacts to National Register eligible or listed historic archeological sites, and no further investigation is required.     



Three wetlands will be crossed by the proposed line.  PPL Electric has designed the project to avoid impacting wetlands and endangered plant species located near the Valmont Taps by spanning those areas.  PPL Electric states that they will obtain all required permits and comply with any conditions placed on the permits.  


PPL Electric contracted Mellon Biological Services, L.L.C. (“Mellon”) to work with the Pennsylvania Game Commission (“PGC”) and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (“DCNR”) regarding endangered species in the area.  DCNR’s response accepted strategies proposed by Mellon and added that if strict Erosion and Sedimentation Controls are implemented, no impact to endangered plant species is anticipated.  The PGC advised that tree cutting and clearing should only occur between November 16th and March 31st.



The project was reviewed by representatives of Hazle Township and Luzerne County, and neither the township nor the County has any objections.     



PPL Electric states that the proposed Harwood-Jenkins #1 and #2 138/69kV Transmission Lines will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the health and safety.  The Transmission Lines will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.



PPL Electric adjusted the projected project cost to $2,270,700 after completion of detailed engineering.  The original estimate filed with this LON was $2,082,000.  These estimates are for the transmission line portion of the line only.  The improvements at the Harwood Substation related to this project are estimated at $129,000.  Construction is proposed to commence in January 2012 in order to meet the in service date of November 2012, pending approvals.


Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) and (v) because all the lines, both reconstructed and new, are in existing Right of Ways or on property owned in fee by PPL Electric and do not substantially alter the Right of Ways.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


           That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to Harwood-Jenkins #1 and #2 Transmission Line project in Hazle Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: November 10, 2011
ORDER ENTERED:  November 10, 2011
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