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Application of Austin’s A-1 Transportation Service, LLC, a limited liability corporation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for the right to begin to transport, by motor vehicle, persons in paratransit service, from points in the city and county of Philadelphia, and the counties of Montgomery and Delaware, to any federal, state, or county correctional facility in Pennsylvania, and return, which is to be a transfer of all rights authorized under the certificate issued at A-00123697, F. 3, to Platinum Touch Transportation, LLC, subject to the same rights and limitations.
O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed July 1, 2011. Public notice of the applications was initially given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of September 17, 2011, with protests due by October 3, 2011.   No protests were filed.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decisions without oral hearings.  The record consists of the application, the applicant’s verified statements, and the purchase agreement.
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS:

Austin’s A-1 Transportation Service, LLC (applicant), is a Pennsylvania Limited Liability Corporation domiciled at 316 Folsom Ave., Folsom, PA 19033.  Austin’s A-1 Transportation Service, LLC, seeks approval for transfer of the paratransit rights presently held by Platinum Touch Transportation, LLC, at docket number A-00123697, F. 3.  
The present application represents the applicant’s first foray into the transportation industry; however, the company CEO/president, Mr. Alex Austin, has several years of experience as both a driver and a manager for multiple transportation services in New Jersey and Philadelphia.  In addition to Mr. Austin’s management experience, the applicant’s other member and CFO, Mr. Aykema Mabery, is currently employed as the Business Manager for a charter school where he manages the budget, payroll, accounts payable and receivable, and a small school store.  Mr. Mabery is also currently enrolled in an MBA program with a concentration in accounting.
Applicant will commence operations from an office located at the home of Mr. Austin and Mr. Mabery.  The office will be equipped with a desk, a computer system, a file cabinet, a fax machine, a printer, a scanner, a dispatch phone service, and an information board.  The computer system will serve as the applicant’s primary means of maintaining financial and business records.  Reservations for service will be taken by telephone landline and then dispatched via mobile phone.  The applicant’s hours of operation will be 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Thursday through Sunday.
Mr. Austin will be the sole driver at the commencement of operations; however, the applicant has already formulated its hiring practices for future drivers.   The applicant will require drivers to have a valid Pennsylvania drivers license with a clean driver’s history, to pass a driver safety program, to obtain a physical examination certificate, and to pass a criminal background check.  Drivers will also be required to comply with the applicant’s policies and procedures at all times.   Applicant’s driving program will require new drivers to ride with an experienced driver or owner for at least 24 hours and they will be provided an employee handbook of company standards and regulations.   Drivers will undergo license checks every six to 12 months and criminal background checks annually.  Neither alcohol nor drug use will be tolerated.   If any employee is found using alcohol or drugs they will be immediately terminated and reported to law enforcement.
Operations will commence with one 2006, eight passenger, Ford Expedition, which will be stored at the 316 Folsom Avenue location.  The primary responsibility for vehicle inspection will fall to the vehicle’s driver.   Each vehicle will be inspected on a daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly basis.  Vehicles will be inspected for safety, maintenance, and cleanliness.  All of the daily inspections must be logged and completed before leaving the premises and upon return.  If any part of the daily inspection does not meet the safety standards the vehicle will not be allowed to leave the premises until properly repaired.  On a weekly basis all vehicles will receive the normal daily routine plus the additional steps of checking the vehicle’s suspension, hoses, belts, steering components, and a washing.  On a monthly basis all vehicles will receive the daily and weekly routines with the addition of fluid changes and a complete safety inspection.  On a yearly basis all vehicles will receive the normal daily, weekly, monthly routines, plus the mandated annual State inspection. 

Applicant has sought and obtained quotes for the requisite insurance coverage and anticipates an annual expense of approximately $5,000.  The premium down payment has been considered in the applicant’s start-up calculations and it is anticipated that monthly premiums will be paid from business profits.
The applicant’s balance sheet, dated June 30, 2011, shows total current assets of $10,000, total assets of $23,000, and no liabilities.  Applicant reports a total owner’s equity of $23,000.  

A review of the record before us indicates that the applicant possesses the technical expertise, experience, facilities, sufficient capital and other resources necessary to provide the proposed service.  Applicant has no outstanding fines or assessments, which would prevent transfer of its authority.
After complete review of the record, we find:

1. The transfer proposed by this instant application will not adversely affect the public;

2. Transfer of the authority is in the public interest and is necessary for the continued accommodation and convenience of the public
3. Approval of the unopposed application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:  That the application for transfer be approved and that a certificate be issued granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, persons, in paratransit service, from points in the City and County of Philadelphia, and the counties of Montgomery and Delaware, to any federal, state, or county correctional facility in Pennsylvania; and return.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:   That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the applicant has received a certificate of public convenience from the Commission.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:   That a certificate of public convenience shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:

1. Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.

2. A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of the service of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with this order, the right granted the transferor, Platinum Touch Transportation, LLC, at docket A-00123697, F. 3, be canceled and the record marked closed.

BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary
(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  November 10, 2011 
ORDER ENTERED:  November 14, 2011
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