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RATIFICATION ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:
		
	At the Public Meeting of November 10, 2011 the Commission entered an order in this matter.  On November 21, 2011 the Commission issued a Secretarial Letter making certain revisions and clarifications regarding the November 10, 2011 Order.  The Commission hereby ratifies the Secretarial Letter as its official action; THEREFORE,




	IT IS ORDERED:
	
1. That the attached Secretarial Letter issued on November 21, 2011, be and is hereby ratified.  

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]BY THE COMMISSION



Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary



(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: December 1, 2011

ORDER ENTERED:  December 1, 2011
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
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IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE
M-2011-2271982


November 21, 2011


To:	Natural Gas Distribution Public Utilities
	City Natural Gas Distribution Operations
	Office of Consumer Advocate
	Office of Small Business Advocate
	Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement

Re:		Natural Gas Pipeline Replacement and Performance Plans
		Order of November 10, 2011
		M-2011-2271982

To Whom It May Concern:

	The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (“Commission”), at its Public Meeting of November 10, 2011, adopted an order in the above referenced matter (the “November 10 Order”).  The purpose of this Secretarial Letter is to announce certain revisions and clarifications regarding the November 10 Order.  In addition, the Commission will hold a special Public Meeting on December 22, 2011, which is described more fully below.  The Commission intends to ratify this Secretarial Letter at its Public Meeting on December 1, 2011.  

	The November 10 Order addresses: (1) submission of Distribution Integrity Management Plans and Integrity Management Plans (collectively “DIMP/IM Plans”) to the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement; (2) cold weather leak survey requirements for natural gas distribution utilities’ cast iron and unprotected steel pipelines (“Frost Patrols”) and (3) Natural Gas Pipeline Replacement and Performance Plans.  The revisions and clarifications to the November 10 Order are as follows:

Distribution Integrity Management Plans

The November 10 Order required each natural gas distribution public utility and city natural gas distribution operation to submit an electronic copy of its DIMP/IM Plans to the Chief, Gas Safety Division, Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement, no later than November 30, 2011.  The purpose of this request was to aid Commission staff in gas safety inspections and investigations.  The Commission recognizes the confidential nature of these plans, including the possibility that some plans may contain confidential security information under the Public Utility Confidential Security Information Disclosure Act, 35 P.S. §§ 2141.1-2141.6.  Moreover, these plans are likely exempt from public disclosure pursuant to Section 708(b)(3) of the Right to Know Law.  65 P.S. §67.708(b)(3).

To better address these issues the Commission is requesting comments on the submission of electronic copies of DIMP Plans.  Comments shall be filed with the Secretary under Docket No. M-2011-2271982 on or before December 5, 2011.  No reply
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comments will be permitted.  The Commission will address the submission of DIMP/IM Plans at the special Public Meeting on December 22, 2011.

Accordingly, utilities may submit the DIMP/IM Plans directly to the Gas Safety Division, but will not be required to do so pending further order of the Commission.  Utilities are instructed not to file the plan(s) with the Secretary and not to submit the plan(s) to any Commissioner’s office or to any Commission Bureau other than the Gas Safety Division.  


Frost Patrols

The Commission is committed to having gas distribution utilities under its jurisdiction develop and implement enhanced Frost Patrols for this winter.  Upon reconsideration, however, we wish to receive comments from affected utilities and other stakeholders before ordering enhanced Frost Patrols.  Accordingly, the Commission is revising the Frost Patrol provisions of the November 10 Order by establishing a comment period for this issue and scheduling a special Public Meeting for December 22, 2011 to issue an order regarding Frost Patrols.

Specifically, the Commission is revising the Frost Patrol provisions of the November 10 Order as follows:

1. Pending further action by the Commission, each natural gas distribution public utility and city natural gas distribution operation shall conduct Frost Patrols as specified in its DIMP/IM Plans.
2. Each natural gas distribution public utility and city natural gas distribution operation with cast iron pipeline or unprotected steel pipeline in its systems shall file comments on Frost Patrols.  The comments shall include:
a. A full description of the utility’s prior Frost Patrol protocols over the five (5) winter seasons preceding its DIMP/IM Plans;
b. A full description of the utility’s current Frost Patrol protocols under its DIMP/IM Plans (if different from above);
c. A full description of enhanced Frost Patrol Protocols the utility proposes to perform this winter; and
d. A discussion about whether Commission issued standards for Frost Patrols should be considered going forward, and whether such standards should be determined on a utility by utility basis or on an industry wide basis.
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3. All comments regarding Frost Patrols shall be filed with the Secretary no later than 4:30 pm on December 5, 2011, with copies provided via email to the Chief, Gas Safety Division (pmetro@pa.gov) and Deputy Chief Counsel – Energy (rfyoung@pa.gov).  No reply comments will be permitted.
4. Following the filing of comments, each Section 1307(f) utility shall schedule an individual comment review meeting with the Chief, Gas Safety Division. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  See 52 Pa. Code § 53.63(1).  These utilities are Philadelphia Gas Works, Peoples TWP, Peoples, Columbia, Equitable Gas, UGI Utilities, Inc., UGI Penn Natural Gas, UGI Central Penn, PECO Energy and National Fuel Gas.] 

5. These meetings will be held between December 6, 2011 and December 15, 2011. 
6. The Commission will hold a special Public Meeting on December 22, 2011, at 10 am, in Hearing Room 1, Keystone Building, Harrisburg.  The purpose of the Public Meeting is to issue an order addressing Frost Patrols and submission of DIMP Plans.

Natural Gas Pipeline Replacement and Performance Plans
	The comment period for the proposed Pipeline Replacement and Performance Plans is extended from December 2, 2011 to January 13, 2012.  Reply comments may be filed by January 27, 2012.  
[image: ]								Very truly yours,



								Rosemary Chiavetta
								Secretary


Staff Contacts:	Technical 
				Paul Metro, Chief, Gas Safety Division
				(pmetro@pa.gov; 717-787-1063

				Legal
				Robert Young, Deputy Chief Counsel
				(rfyoung@pa.gov; 717-787-3173)
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