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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 

Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 

52 Pa. Code Chapter 57.72, with respect                                         A-2011-2230589
to the Tobyhanna #1 and #2 138/69 kV
Tap Line to serve the United States 
Army Depot in Coolbaugh Township,
Monroe County, Pennsylvania.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On March 9, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iv) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vii) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Monroe County Planning Commission, Monroe County Board of Commissioners, Coolbaugh Township, Coolbaugh Township Planning Commission, Coolbaugh Township Board of Supervisors, Tobyhanna Military Reservation and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  A protest was filed and later withdrawn.  No hearings were held.


In this filing PPL Electric seeks Commission approval to construct a new double-circuit 138/69 kV tap line in Coolbaugh Township, Monroe County, Pennsylvania.  The new double-circuit 138/69 kV tap to be named Tobyhanna #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line, will replace the existing single-circuit Tobyhanna 69 kV tap line that is used for the sole purpose of supplying the United States Army Depot in Tobyhanna (“Tobyhanna Army Depot”).  The proposed tap line to be constructed by PPL Electric, and a new substation to be constructed by the United States Army, are required to improve reliability of service at the Tobyhanna Army Depot.


PPL Electric states that due to growth in load at the Tobyhanna Army Depot over the years, the Army’s electrical facilities, including its substation, are no longer sufficient and Tobyhanna Army Depot has indicated that it regularly experienced brownouts due to its inadequate substation facilities.  To address these problems, the United States Army has initiated on-premises electrical system improvements and upgrades, which include the construction of a new dual supply substation to improve the electrical service and station reliability.  Presently, the Tobyhanna Army Depot is supplied by the single-circuit Tobyhanna 69 kV tap line.


Further, PPL Electric states that in order to obtain a second source of supply for the new substation, meet design specifications, and to adequately meet the Tobyhanna Army Depot’s load both now and into the future, the existing single circuit Tobyhanna 69 kV tap line presently supplying the customer will be replaced with a new double circuit 138/69 kV tap line – the Tobyhanna #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line.  This upgrade will improve service reliability because the new substation will take service from the existing Blooming Grove-Jackson and Peckville-Jackson 138/69 kV lines via the proposed Tobyhanna #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line.  


PPL Electric explains that currently, the loss of the Blooming Grove-Jackson 138/69 kV line, the Tobyhanna single circuit 69 kV Tap, or the Army’s transformer, would completely interrupt Tobyhanna Army Depot’s entire load.  Under the proposed configuration, the loss of any single transmission facility (i.e., transmission line, tap line or transformer) would not interrupt service to the Tobyhanna Army Depot.  In addition, the new double-circuit tap line and new transformer will be able to serve greater loads which will eliminate brownouts currently being experienced at the Tobyhanna Army Depot. 


PPL Electric states that Tobyhanna #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line will require the construction of approximately 2.08 miles of new double-circuit 138/69 kV line.  The line will be designed and constructed for double-circuit 138 kV operation, although it will initially be operated at 69 kV.  The proposed Tap Line, with two exceptions, will be supported by steel monopoles with an average height of 80 feet.  The proposed poles located on either side of Hap Arnold Boulevard on the Army’s property will be approximately 100 feet tall to eliminate the need to place poles within wetlands.  The poles currently used for the existing 69 kV tap line will be replaced on a one to one basis, where practical.  The H-frame structures currently in place will be removed.  The proposed Tap Line will consist of six power conductors and one overhead ground wire.  The power conductors will be 556.5 kcmil (thousands of circular mils)
 24/7 strand ACSR
.  The overhead wire will be 3/8-inch steel and will provide lightning protection for the proposed tap line.


PPL Electric states that the proposed Tap Line requires two small modifications to the existing right-of-way agreement with the Army.  PPL Electric plans on replacing the existing agreement with a new right-of-way agreement that covers the entire length of the line on the Tobyhanna Army Depot property.  The new agreement will modify the existing right-of-way by including the area adjacent to the new substation, and the area just east of Hap Arnold Boulevard.  PPL Electric states that the Army has agreed to these modifications.


PPL Electric states that the construction of the proposed tap line will have minimal incremental land use impacts, as it will be constructed substantially within the existing right-of-way adjacent to the existing 69 kV single circuit tap line.  The proposed tap line is located in woodland and open areas and crosses 12 properties.  These properties include the Army Depot Property, Coolbaugh Township Municipal Park, and 10 privately held properties.  Further, due to the presence of the existing tap line in the right-of-way, the incremental visual impacts of the project will be minimal.
PPL Electric states that the proposed construction will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The proposed Tap Line will be designed, reconstructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  
PPL Electric states that no communication towers, pipelines, or other utilities will be affected by the proposed Tobyhanna #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line.  The nearest airport is approximately 2.8 miles from the project area.  PPL Electric will contact the PennDot Bureau of Aviation and the Federal Aviation Administration to ensure that the proposed tap line will not be a hazard to flight operations. 



According to PPL Electric, the proposed Tobyhanna #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line was reviewed with representatives of Coolbaugh Township and Monroe County, and neither the Township nor the County has any objection. 


PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost to site, design and construct the proposed tap line is $3.5 million, which is to be paid entirely by the United States Army.  Construction is scheduled to begin in spring of 2012 and be completed by November of 2012.
PPL Electric is proceeding by means of a LON, instead of a full Application, pursuant to the Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d) because on October 21, 2010, PPL Electric petitioned the Commission for a waiver of certain provisions of the siting regulations in order to file a LON in lieu of an Application.  The petition was docketed at P- 2010-2205755.  The Commission approved the petition on February 10, 2011, thereby enabling PPL Electric to file this LON.
On March 16, 2011, Mr. Lawrence J. Leonard, a private property owner affected by the project, filed a protest with the Commission.  On August 29, the matter was scheduled for hearing and was assigned to ALJ Ember S. Jandebeur.  An Initial Hearing was scheduled for October 26, 2011.  All the interested parties were notified to file a notice of appearance if they intended to participate.  According to ALJ Jandebeur, only PPL Electric filed a Notice of Appearance and only Mr. Leonard, a private citizen, filed a protest.  After negotiations with PPL Electric, Mr. Leonard withdrew his protest on September 13, 2011.  Also, according to ALJ Jandebeur, no other entity filed a petition to intervene, a notice of intervention, or a protest.  Therefore, the scheduled hearing was cancelled and on October 20, 2011, ALJ Jandebeur referred the matter to the Bureau of Technical Utility Services for review and processing as an unprotested LON.
Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1) pursuant to the waiver granted PPL Electric by the Commission. (see Docket No. P-2010-2205755).  Above all, the Commission has reviewed the filing and finds it to be consistent with applicable law and Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach to the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.  That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the construction of the Tobyhanna #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line in Coolbaugh Township, Monroe County, PA is hereby approved.

2.       That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2011-2230589 be closed.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

(SEAL) 
ORDER ADOPTED: December 15, 2011
ORDER ENTERED: December 15, 2011
�  A circular mil is the cross-sectional area of a wire one mil in diameter, where 1 kcmil = 0.5067mm2


�  Aluminum conductor steel reinforced.
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