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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 




A-2011-2266900
Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to 52 
Pa. Code Chapter 57 with respect to the 

East Petersburg #1 and #2 138kV Tap 

Line and the Park City #1 and #2 Tap Line

in East Hempfield and Manheim Townships, 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On October 7, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(iv) and (vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Lancaster County Board of Commissioners, Lancaster County Planning Commission and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service, including township supervisors and planning commissions.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


PPL Electric seeks the Commission’s approval to complete the upgrades to the East Petersburg #1 and #2 69kV Tap Line and increase the operating voltage of the East Petersburg Tap Line and the Park City #1 and #2 69KV Tap Line to 138KV operation in East Hempfield and Manheim Townships, Lancaster County.  


PPL Electric states that this filing addresses the fourth phase of a multi-phase project that will convert the operating voltage of the core power system in Lancaster County from 69kV to 138kV.

 

This phase has two portions.  The first portion will reinsulate the 520 foot long East Petersburg Tap Line, so that it can be converted from 69kV to 138kV.  The second portion of the project will convert the 120 foot long Park City Tap Line from 69kV to 138 kV.  No physical transmission line work is required on the Park City Tap Line since it was designed to operate at 138kV but approved for 69kV.  


The East Petersburg Tap Line was constructed and insulated for 69kV operation only.  The current insulation does not meet PPL Electric’s 138kV design specifications.  The Tap Line needs to be upgraded to PPL Electric’s current 138kV design specifications prior to the conversion from 69kV to 138kV operation.  The existing arm and insulators will be removed and new horizontal line post insulators will be installed.  No new structures will be required and the existing conductors will remain in place.  



The proposed modifications of these Tap Lines will be completed entirely within a pre-existing 100 foot wide right-of-way maintained by PPL Electric and on property owned in fee by PPL Electric.  No additional right-of-way is required for either phase of the project and this project will not significantly alter the right-of-way.   


This project is part of an integrated project which is required to resolve violations of PPL Electric’s Reliability Principles and Practices (“RP&P”).  PPL Electric states that it is proposing this project to improve the reliability of service to the Lancaster County area and improve operating flexibility by transitioning the East Petersburg Tap Line and the Park City Tap Line, in concert with construction on the other portions of PPL Electric’s transmission system in the region, from 69kV to 138kV operating range.  The project also will help to meet the increasing demand for electrical power in the area. 


PPL Electric is in the midst of upgrading the core electric transmission system in Lancaster County from 69kV to 138kV.  This voltage increase will occur on the transmission lines currently serving the East Petersburg and Park City Taps.  Electric lines which carry different voltage levels cannot be directly connected and therefore, the East Petersburg and Park City taps must be converted to 138kV operation.  If the East Petersburg and Park City Taps are not upgraded, then new 69kV lines would need to be constructed from the existing substations to other existing 69kV lines in the area.  However, this alternative is not economical.  



The first two phases of this project have already been approved by this Commission and implemented by PPL Electric.  Phase 1, docketed at A-2009-2100767, was approved on June 25, 2009, and converted the distribution supply substation at Dillersville from 69-12kV to a 138-12kV facility.  Phase 2, docketed at A-2010-2156418, was approved on April 15, 2010, and upgraded the Roseville and Neffsville #1 and #2 Taps from 69kV to 138kV.  A third phase, docketed at A-2011-2248985, was approved at Public Meeting on October 28, 2011, however, this phase has not yet been implemented.  The third phase will reconfigure the South Akron-Dillersville #1 and #2 Transmission Lines to support the 138kV system. 


Phase 4, which is the subject of this LON, will increase the voltage of the East Petersburg and Park City Tap lines from 69 kV to 138kV.  These tap lines are supplied by what will become the South Akron-Dillersville #1 and #2 Transmission Line.


No communication towers, pipelines or other utilities will be affected by the proposed upgrades.  The closest point of the Lancaster Airport is 2.9 miles from this project area.  PPL Electric does not anticipate any interference because the existing facilities are being reconfigured in place and the heights of the structures will not increase.



The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) has reviewed the project and determined that no impact is anticipated and no further investigation is required.



PPL Electric will obtain all permits from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and will comply with all conditions placed on the permits.  



Regarding endangered and threatened species, PPL Electric has reviewed the Pennsylvania National Diversity Inventory records and found no potential impacts for species of special concern and resources within, or in close proximity to, the impacted area.             



PPL Electric states that the proposed construction will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the health and safety.  The Transmission Lines will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  


The estimated cost of the transmission line portion of this project, that is the subject of this LON, is $20,000 and will be borne by PPL Electric.  Construction of the project is scheduled to begin in August 2012 to meet an in-service date of November 2013, pending approvals.  




Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(iv) and (vi) because the project involves a voltage increase above present levels without substantially altering the right-of-way, and construction of the Tap Lines is less than two miles.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


           That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the East Petersburg #1 and #2 138kV Tap Line and the Park City #1 and #2 138kV Tap Line in East Hempfield and Manheim Townships, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.

[image: image1.png]


BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: December 15, 2011
ORDER ENTERED:  December 15, 2011
PAGE  
6

