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Letter of Notification of Duquesne Light

Company filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code




A-2011-2270389 

Chapter 57 for reconductoring both circuits

and increasing the voltage on one circuit of

a .47 mile long transmission line in the City

of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. 

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



On October 28, 2011, Duquesne Light Company (“Duquesne Light”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(iv), (v) and (vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Allegheny County Council, Allegheny County Chief Executive, City of Pittsburgh Council President, City of Pittsburgh Mayor, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


Duquesne Light seeks the Commission’s approval to reconductor both circuits and increase voltage on one circuit from 69kV to 138kV of a .47 mile portion of a transmission line in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County.  The circuit with the proposed voltage increase is referred to as the Carson-Southside 66128 circuit.  Following the upgrade, this circuit will be then identified as Carson-Oakland Z-47.  The second circuit of the line that currently operates at 138kV is presently identified as the Carson Oakland Z-86.  Subsequent to reconductoring, the circuit will continue operation at 138kV and will then be identified as the Carson Forbes Z-86 circuit.    


The existing transmission line consists of a double circuit configuration with two steel lattice structures, 237 and 222 feet tall respectively.  In 1952, these towers were constructed to operate at 138kV, however, until the late 1960s, both operated at 69kV, when one circuit voltage was increased to 138kV.  



Each circuit will consist of three phase conductors and one shield wire.  Each conductor will be high strength 795 kcmil 20/7 Trapezoidal Aluminum Conductor Steel Supported (“ACSS/TW-HS”).  The shield wire will be a 7#8 alumoweld 12 fiber optical ground wire.  


The steel lattice structures supporting this line will remain in use and are located on Duquesne Light property.  No new structures are needed.  The line begins at Duquesne Light’s Carson Substation and continues north-northwesterly for .47 miles to the Duquesne Light’s Southside Substation.  Approximately 1,160 feet of the line is on private property, 622 feet of the line is on Duquesne Light property, 196 feet is on a public right-of-way and 505 feet is on property owned by Conrail Railroad.  No additional right-of-way is required.  The filing was served upon all related parties.  


The proposed modifications will be completed entirely within a pre-existing centerline right-of-way maintained by Duquesne Light and on property owned in fee by Duquesne Light.  No additional right-of-way is required for this project and this project will not significantly alter the right-of-way.


Duquesne Light, along with PJM, identified N-2 overloads, otherwise known as a Category C event, on the existing Carson-Oakland Z-86 circuit in 2012.  An N-2, or Category C, event as defined by the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”) is an event with the loss of two or more elements.  The loss of two elements would overload the existing Carson-Oakland Z-86 circuit.  Replacing the conductors along the Carson-Oakland Z-86 circuit will mitigate N-2 overloads and maximize the use of existing facilities while providing additional capacity to the Oakland Substation, which serves universities and hospitals in the area.  In addition, the Forbes substation will be converted to a 138kV supply.  Upgrading the 66128 circuit will maximize the use of existing facilities while maintaining an adequate number of transmission sources to the Forbes and Carson substations.  PJM has approved Duquesne Light’s plans to address the transmission line reliability issues in downtown Pittsburgh.  


No communication towers, pipelines or other utilities will be affected by the proposed upgrades.  



The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) has reviewed the project and determined that no impact is anticipated and no further investigation is required.



The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation were served copies of the filing and Duquesne does not expect comment since there is no change in configuration of the line.  Also, the urban setting of the line and the fact that all work will be accomplished from the substation sites limits any environmental impact.      



The National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) requires a clearance over the railroad of at least 24 feet.  With the existing height of the towers, which will remain unchanged, the clearance above the railroad will be a minimum of 90 feet.  




Duquesne Light states that the safety standards contained in the 2007 Edition of the NESC will be incorporated into the design and construction of the line.  The operation and maintenance procedures for the line will conform to Duquesne Light’s procedures for the line clearance and vegetation management of the right-of-way.  These standards meet or exceed all relevant NESC standards and all standards of the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (“OSHA”).    


The estimated cost of the transmission line portion of this project, that is the subject of this LON, is $850,000 and will be borne by Duquesne Light.  Construction of the project is scheduled to begin in February 2012 to meet an in-service date of March 2012, pending approvals.  




Upon review, the Commission finds that the Duquesne Light Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(iv), (v) and (vi) because the project involves a voltage increase above present levels without substantially altering the right-of-way, the line will be reconductored and construction of the lines is less than two miles.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


           That the Letter of Notification filed by Duquesne Light Company for reconductoring both circuits and increasing the voltage on one circuit of a .47 mile long transmission line in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: January 12, 2012
ORDER ENTERED:  January 12, 2012
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