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Application of Mulhern’s Moving, Inc., t/a U-Call We-Haul U-Save, for the right to begin to transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, household goods in use, between points in the borough of Hatboro, in Montgomery and Bucks Counties and between points within an airline distance of 12 statute miles of 1579 West County Line Road, Hatboro, Bucks County.    
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A-2011-2264032


O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed August 22, 2011 and docketed September 22, 2011.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of October 29, 2011, with protests due by November 14, 2011.  No protests were filed. The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.  


The record consists of the verified statement of applicant and verified statements in support submitted with the initial application.  However, additional information was required and a request for data was sent on November 29, 2011.  The requested information was received on December 8, 2011.
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Daniel Mulhern is the president and sole shareholder of Mulhern’s Moving, Inc.   (applicant).  He has personally been involved with the moving business for over 15 years, mainly moving office furniture and assisting customers with organizing personal property and hauling junk.  The office is located at Route 611 and County Line Road in Hatboro, Bucks County.  A log book containing job specifics, hours worked, mileage and other billing information is maintained in each truck.  Hours of business are Monday through Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to         6:00 p.m.  Customer requests are received by telephone or e-mail.    


Applicant currently has one employee to handle all administrative duties and two drivers to handle loading/unloading trucks, disassemble/reassemble furniture, and cleaning and maintaining trucks.  Contact with drivers is maintained by cellular phones.  Applicant uses a company (Foley Services) to maintain compliance with all state and federal regulations.  Foley Services also provides an information packet for new employees and performs drug and alcohol testing.  In September, 2011, applicant underwent and passed a safety audit conducted by the U.S. Department of Transportation.



Applicant has two vehicles that can be used in the proposed service.  Vehicle service and maintenance is performed by Earthbourne, Inc. every three months.  Earthbourne, Inc. specializes in servicing commercial vehicles.  Maintenance records are maintained by both applicant and Earthbourne, Inc.  Drivers are also required to perform pre-trip vehicle safety inspections.  Vehicles are kept at the office location, which is a secure, gated property.    


A review of Commission records shows that applicant has no prior history of non-compliance with Commission regulations.



The balance sheet of the applicant as of December 6, 2011 shows cash assets of $10,000, total assets of $146,000, and total liabilities of $50,000, for total owner’s equity of $96,000.  Projected revenue of $195,000 will return a net income of $77,000 after expenses.


Applicant has presented support from three businesses located in Bucks County.



A review of the record before us indicates that the applicant possesses the technical expertise, experience, equipment, facilities, sufficient capital and other resources necessary to provide the proposed service.  Form E and Form H insurance forms have been filed and accepted by the Commission; therefore, applicant will not have to submit evidence of insurance for compliance.


We advise the applicant of the obligation to become familiar with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operation of a common carrier as authorized by this grant of authority.  Failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of authority.  Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code may be accessed at www.pacode.com.
After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicant seeks the initial right to provide household goods in use service.
2. The application is supported by three parties.
3.   Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the                  service.

4.   The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the                             service.


5.   Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and           

      convenience of the public; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  That the application is hereby approved granting the following right:  



To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, household goods

in use, between points in the borough of Hatboro, in Montgomery and 


Bucks Counties and between points within an airline distance of 12 statute 

miles of 1579 West County Line Road, Hatboro, Bucks County.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the applicant has received a certificate of public convenience from the Commission.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That a certificate of public convenience shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:


  
 An acceptable tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above-determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That applicant must demonstrate safety fitness by completing a Safety Fitness Review.  Applicant will be contacted by Commission staff, which will schedule a review to be completed within 180 days of the date the certificate is issued.  Failure to submit to a Safety Fitness Review or to attain a satisfactory evaluation will result in cancellation of the certificate.
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BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  January 12, 2012
ORDER ENTERED:  January 13, 2012
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