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Penn Estates Utilities, Inc. Water Division
:

PREHEARING ORDER #3
On September 30, 2011, Penn Estates Utilities, Inc., Water Division (Penn Estates) filed Supplement No. 7 to Tariff Water-Pa. P.U.C. No. 3 to become effective November 29, 2011, containing proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations calculated to produce $157,511, or 29.2% in additional revenues.  A typical residential customer using 4,134 gallons of water per month would see an increase from $27.23 to $35.20 or approximately 29.2% per month.  On October 25, 2011, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed a formal complaint against the proposed increase in rates.  On October 28, 2011, the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (BI&E) filed a Notice of Appearance.

A prehearing conference and mediation session was held in this case on December 16, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. in Harrisburg.  Present were counsel for Penn Estates, BI&E and the OCA.  On December 16, 2011, Prehearing Order #2 was issued memorializing the preliminary issues agreed upon during the Prehearing Conference.  In particular, Prehearing Order #2 approved the parties’ request to delay the establishment of a procedural schedule for this matter until January 13, 2012 to allow time for the matter to be mediated.
By email on January 12, 2012, counsel for Penn Estates advised the Presiding Officers that the parties reached a settlement in principle and that the parties would be filing a Joint Petition for Settlement next week, with attached statement in support and other necessary supporting information.  As such, the purpose of this Order is to suspend the requirement in Prehearing Order #2 that a procedural schedule for this matter be provided by January 13, 2012 as well as memorialize the parties’ intention to provide a Joint Petition for Settlement next week and therefore no later than January 20, 2012.  The parties are advised that, if litigation becomes necessary, a schedule must be proposed that concludes with a Reply Brief due date of May 26, 2012.
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the directive in the December 16, 2011 Prehearing Order #2 to provide a procedural schedule for this matter is withdrawn.
2. That the parties are directed to provide the Joint Petition for Settlement, with accompanying Statements in Support of Settlement and any other supporting information, in Word format, no later than Friday, January 20, 2012.
Date:  January 12, 2012
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Joel H. Cheskis








Administrative Law Judge
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