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January 27, 2012

Michael P. Sharry
State Manager Government and External Affairs
Frontier Commonwealth
39 Public Square
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

Re:	Pennsylvania Safety Valve Numbering Resource Request by Commonwealth Telephone Company d/b/a Frontier Communications Commonwealth Telephone Company for Telephone Numbers in the 717 Area Code, Docket No. M-2012-2285278

Dear Mr. Sharry:

On January 26, 2012, Commonwealth Telephone Company d/b/a Frontier Communications Commonwealth Telephone Company (Frontier Commonwealth), submitted a Pennsylvania Safety Valve Numbering Resource Request form pursuant to our order entered at M-2008-2032767.[footnoteRef:1]  Frontier Commonwealth is requesting expedited review of a denial by the Pooling Administrator of its request for additional numbering resources in the 717 Number Plan Area (NPA).  Specifically, Frontier Commonwealth requests that a 1K block from the 717 NPA be assigned to the Gap rate center because it inadvertently donated to Neustar a 1K block of telephone numbers that contained over 200 currently working numbers to its customers.  This safety valve request becomes before the Commission because Neustar rejected Frontier Communications’ request to get the 1K block back since Frontier Communications did not meet the months-to-exhaust criteria or the utilization criteria established by the Federal Communications Commission in its Third Report and Order[footnoteRef:2] to receive additional numbering resources.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Additional Numbering Resources to Local Exchange Carriers:  Safety Valve Process, Docket No. M-2008-2032767 (Order entered November 6, 2008).  In this proceeding, the Commission streamlined its safety valve request process for telecommunications carriers.]  [2:  In the Matter of Numbering Resource Optimization.  Third Report and Order and Second Order on Reconsideration, CC Docket No. 99-200 (Order adopted December 12, 2001).  The order addresses the issue of national thousand-block pooling, including pooling for non-LNP capable and wireless carriers as well as a federal cost recovery mechanism for thousand-block pooling. The order further addresses other numbering optimization measures including service-specific and technology-specific area code overlays. ]  [3:  See generally Section 7.2.7 Block Donation Date, Thousands-Block Number Pooling Administration Guidelines (January 20, 2012).  http://www.atis.org/inc/incguides.asp. ] 


		Mandatory 1K pooling was implemented in the 717 NPA in accordance with the FCC’s national rollout schedule for pooling.[footnoteRef:4]  Accordingly, as a pooling carrier, Frontier Commonwealth must comply with the FCC’s thousand-block pooling regulations.[footnoteRef:5]   [4:  In the Matter of Numbering Resource Optimization, CC Docket No. 99-200, ¶¶1-10 (Order adopted April 24, 2002).  ]  [5:  The FCC directs that all service providers required to participate in thousands-block number pooling shall donate thousand blocks with less than ten percent contamination to the thousands-block number pool for the rate center within which the numbering resources are assigned.  52 C.F.R. § 52.20(c)(1).] 

Consequently, Frontier Commonwealth, as a pooling carrier, is required to obtain its numbering resources from Neustar.

	Frontier Commonwealth indicates that its current inventory and utilization of numbers in the Gap rate center will not permit the company to reach the FCC's required six-months-to-exhaust criteria for rate centers to receive additional telephone numbers.  Accordingly, Neustar rejected Frontier Commonwealth’s requests to get the inadvertently donated 1K block back since the carrier could not meet the required months-to-exhaust in this specific rate center.[footnoteRef:6]  Therefore, in accordance with the FCC’s Third Report and Order, Frontier Commonwealth has petitioned the Commission to obtain additional numbering resources in the 717 NPA.[footnoteRef:7]  [6:  In the Matter of Numbering Resources, Third Report and Order, CC Docket No. 99-200 (Order adopted December 12, 2001) at ¶61.]  [7:  In the Matter of Numbering Resources, Third Report and Order, CC Docket No. 99-200 (Order adopted December 12, 2001) at ¶64. ] 


In its Third Report and Order, the FCC granted state commissions the authority to provide relief to telecommunications carriers for additional numbering resources in a given rate center if the carrier cannot meet the demand for resources through its current inventory.[footnoteRef:8]  In accordance with the Third Report and Order, carriers may demonstrate such a need by providing documentation of utilization in the rate center.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  Id. at ¶64]  [9:  Id. ] 


Allowing Frontier Communications to re-obtain the 1K block of numbers in the 717 NPA is in the public interest.  Accordingly, based upon the information submitted by Frontier Commonwealth, the Commission hereby approves the Company’s request to get back the 1K block it inadvertently donated to Neustar.  

In accordance with the FCC's delegation of authority to this Commission, we direct Neustar’s 717 Pooling Administrator to re-assign back to Frontier Commonwealth the 1K block of telephone numbers that it inadvertently donated within three business days after receipt of its request and documentation pursuant to this order, so that the 1K block is not assigned to another carrier.  

Frontier Commonwealth is permitted to activate the 1K block of numbers to accommodate the specific telecommunications needs it expressed in its request only.  If Frontier Commonwealth needs change, it must return the numbering resources to Neustar and may not retain the numbering resources to serve any other customers without first meeting the FCC's growth numbering resource requirements.  Lastly, the Commission will mark this matter closed.
	  		
	Sincerely,


[bookmark: _GoBack]	Rosemary Chiavetta
	Secretary

cc:  Kathryn G. Sophy, Deputy Chief Counsel
       Janet Tuzinski, Manager, Bureau of Technical Utility Services
       Neustar 717 Pooling Administrator	
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