BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 	:
Utilities Corporation Filed Pursuant		:
To 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57, Subchapter G	:
For Approval of the Reconstruction of	:			A-2011-2260201
A Portion of the Martins Creek-Siegfried	:		
#2 230 kV Transmission Line in		:
Moore, Lehigh and Allen Townships in	:
Northampton County, Pennsylvania		: 


ORDER REASSIGNING CASE TO THE BUREAU OF TECHNICAL 
UTILITY SERVICES AS AN UNOPPOSED PETITION


		On August 30, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or Applicant) filed a Letter of Notification for approval of the reconstruction of a portion of the Martins Creek-Siegfried #2 kV Transmission Line in Moore, Lehigh and Allen Townships in Northampton County, Pennsylvania in the form of a Letter of Notification under 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57, Subchapter G.  The Petition avers that the line was built and placed into service in 1926 and needs replacing because it has deteriorated and its elements are not capable of continuing to provide dependable service into the future.  The reconstruction will be within existing right-of-way, which is sufficient to accommodate the rebuilt line.  PPL avers that this line has been part of its backbone Bulk Electric System and has been relied upon in system planning for 85 years, and abandonment is not a reasonable option.  The Petition states that the plan to reconstruct this portion of the transmission line was reviewed with representatives of Moor, Allen and Lehigh Townships and Northampton County, and none object to the project. 

		On October 27, 2011, Virginia A. Hower and Jay W. Hower, as affected property owners, filed a document in which they express their wish to participate in the litigation process.  The document was treated as a formal protest, and the case was reassigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge.  

		On December 9, 2011, PPL filed its Proofs PPL filed proofs of publications from The Morning Call and The Express Times 

		On December 14, 2011, notice of an Initial Prehearing Conference was issued scheduling the prehearing conference for Tuesday, January 24, 2012 at 10:00 am and assigning the matter to me.  Prior to its being held, PPL filed a Certificate of Satisfaction indicating that the concerns of the Protestants had been met.  Accordingly, no protests remain.

		The Certificate of Service for the petition indicates that a copy of the Petition was served on the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, Allen, Lehigh and Moore Townships and their planning commissions, Northampton County, and 116 individuals as property owners.  Hearing notices for only three were returned as undeliverable.  None entered an appearance or filed a protest or petition to intervene.

		More than ten days have passed since the filing of the Certificate of Satisfaction.  Therefore, there is no purpose in further litigation, and this matter is referred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for processing as an unopposed application.

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for approval of the Reconstruction of a Portion of the Martins Creek-Siegfried #2  230 kV Transmission Line in Moore, Lehigh and Allen Townships in Northampton County, Pennsylvania is referred to the Commission’s is referred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services as unopposed.

Dated:	February 3, 2012			_____________________________________
						Susan D. Colwell
						Administrative Law Judge
A-2011-2260201 – APPLICATION OF PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATION FILED PURSUANT TO 52 PA. CODE CHAPTER 57 WITH RESPECT TO APPROVAL OF THE RECONSTRUCTION OF A PORTION OF THE MARTINS CREEK-SIEGFRIED #2 230 KV TRANSMISSION LINE IN MOORE, LEHIGH & ALLEN TOWNSHIPS IN NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, PA.
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