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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 




A-2011-2279692
Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to 52 
Pa. Code Chapter 57 with respect to the 

Reese-Hershey 138/69 kV Transmission 

Line in Derry Township, Dauphin

County, Pennsylvania.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On December 19, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Dauphin County Board of Commissioners, Dauphin County Planning Commission and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service, including township supervisors and planning commissions.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


PPL Electric seeks the Commission’s approval to construct two new overhead sections, 360 and 70 feet in length, of the proposed Reese-Hershey 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  One section will be located at each end of the transmission line in Derry Township, Dauphin County.  The remaining 2.2 miles of the proposed line will be constructed underground and is not part of this LON filing.  The line will be designed and constructed for single circuit 138kV operation, but will initially operate at 69kV until load growth requires the increased voltage.   


This project is necessary to comply with the reliability requirements for PPL Electric’s 69 kV transmission system as described in PPL Electric’s Reliability Principals and Practices (“RP&P”).  Through computer modeling, PPL Electric has determined, among other issues, that by the summer of 2012, a double line failure of specific 69kV lines in the Derry Township area due to line failure or maintenance outages would cause an excessive load drop beyond which is permitted by the RP&P.  This project will allow PPL Electric to meet its RP&P guidelines, will provide the transmission facilities required for quick restoration of electric service to customers, and will resolve the load loss concerns associated with an outage of double circuits supplying the local substations.  In addition, the project will also help meet the increasing demand for electrical power in the Hershey area.  


The proposed transmission line will connect the customer owned Reese Substation and the PPL Electric owned Hershey Substation with a 138/69 kV high capacity transmission line.  The new section of the overhead line at the Reese Substation will be approximately 360 feet in length and require two new structures.  The steel pole switch structure will be direct embedded and stand approximately 70 feet high.  The transition structure, which is used to transition overhead lines underground, will be on a concrete foundation and will stand approximately 80 feet high.



The section of the new overhead line connecting to the Hershey Substation will consist of 70 feet of new transmission line and one transition structure.  This structure will be approximately 71 feet high and will sit on a concrete foundation.  



Both overhead sections of the transmission line will consist of three power conductors and one overhead ground wire.  The power conductors will be 556.5kcmil, 24/7 stranding ACSR.  Lightning protection will be provided by a 3/8 inch steel overhead ground wire.   



In order to construct the 430 total feet of the proposed sections of the line, PPL Electric requires new rights-of-way across three separate land parcels, all of which are owned by the Hershey Company.  PPL executed a right-of-way agreement with the Hershey Company on December 16, 2011.  The right of ways will be, in general, 100 feet wide for the overhead sections of the line and will be located in an industrial area in close proximity to other PPL Electric transmission facilities. 


No communication towers, pipelines or other utilities will be affected by construction of the proposed line.  The closest point of the Reigle Field Airport is 3.5 miles east of this project area.  PPL Electric will contact PENNDOT to ensure that the proposed construction will not be a flight hazard.  


The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) has reviewed the project and determined that no impact is anticipated and no further investigation is required.



PPL Electric will obtain all permits from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and will comply with all conditions placed on the permits.  The line will not cross any wetlands or aquatic resources.  


Regarding endangered and threatened species, PPL Electric has reviewed the Pennsylvania National Diversity Inventory and hired an outside consultant to conduct a study of the area.  As a result, all conflicts with species of concern have been resolved with appropriate agencies.               



PPL Electric states that the proposed construction will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the health and safety.  The Transmission Lines will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  


The estimated cost of the overhead transmission line portion of this project, that is the subject of this LON, is $700,000 and will be borne by PPL Electric.  Construction of the project is scheduled to begin in March of 2012 to meet an in-service date of May 2013, pending approvals.  




Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi)  because the overhead portion of the proposed Reese-Hershey 138/69 kV Transmission Line is less than two miles.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


           That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the Reese-Hershey 138/69 kV Transmission Line in Derry Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: February 16, 2012
ORDER ENTERED:  February 16, 2012
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