BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Office of Small Business Advocate		:
						:
		v.				:		Docket No. C-2011-2279176
						: 	
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation		:
						


ORDER CANCELLING INITIAL HEARING
AND HOLDING FURTHER PROCEEDINGS IN ABEYANCE

		On November 29, 2011, the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) filed a Complaint at this docket.[footnoteRef:1]  A hearing in this matter has been scheduled for March 5, 2012.  On February 9, 2012, counsel for the OSBA filed a letter in this case, duly copied to the parties of record, asking that this proceeding be held in abeyance pending the outcome of the Complaint case at Docket No. C-2011-2245906.  That case is an earlier but still pending Complaint against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation’s (PPL’s) Generation Supply Charge-1 (GSC-1) for the period June 1, 2011 through August 31, 2011, which involves similar issues to those at this docket.  PPL joins in the OSBA’s request. [1:  	The letter requesting that this matter be held in abeyance also lists the case of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation Proposed Generation Supply Charge-1 for the period December 1, 2011 through February 29, 2012, Docket No. M-2011-2274191, but that case shows as “closed” in the Commission’s InfoMAP system.
] 


		A presiding officer has the authority to regulate the course of a proceeding.  52 Pa. Code § 5.483; 66 Pa. C.S. § 331(d)(4)(7).  The request of the OSBA and PPL that this matter be held in abeyance is offered as promoting judicial economy, and it may prevent costly and unnecessary litigation.  The OSBA and PPL do not set forth a time that this matter should be held in abeyance, but I infer that the period would be “indefinite” or at least pending the resolution of the case at Docket No. C-2011-2245906.

		The request has merit and is in the public interest as it appears that the two cases involve similar issues which may be resolved by Administrative Judge Colwell and the Commission in the earlier filed proceeding at Docket No. C-2011-2245906.

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the Initial Hearing scheduled for March 5, 2012, be and hereby is cancelled.

		2.	That this matter will be held in abeyance pending the outcome of the proceeding at Docket No. C-2011-2245906.



Date:	February 16, 2012					__________________________
								Dennis J. Buckley
								Administrative Law Judge
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