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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	



IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


March 29, 2012

MR RICHARD WEBSTER JR
DIRECTOR 
RATES AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS
PECO ENERGY COMPANY
PO BOX 8699
PHILADELPHIA PA 19101-8699

RE:	Consumer Education Charge Effective April 1, 2012
	M-2012-2286706

Dear Mr. Webster:

		At its Public Meeting of March 29, 2012, the Commission adopted the Bureau of Audits’ recommendation to approve PECO Energy Company’s (PECO) proposed Supplement No. 36 to Tariff Electric- Pa. P.U.C. No. 4 reflecting the proposed Consumer Education Charges (CEC) of $0.06 per month for Rate Class 1, $0.07 per month for Rate Class 2 and 3, and $0.02 per month for Rate Class 4.  The new Rate Class 1 rate represents a decrease of $0.03 per month, or 33.3%, when compared to the CEC rate of $0.09 per month that went into effect on April 1, 2011.  The new CEC Rate for Rate Class 2 and 3 represents a decrease of $0.02 per month, or 22.2%, when compared to the CEC rate of $0.09 per month that went into effect on April 1, 2011.  The new CEC Rate for Rate Class 4 represents an increase of $0.01 per month, or 100.0%, when compared to the CEC rate of $0.01 per month that went into effect on April 1, 2011.

	PECO is reminded of the statement in the Final Order at Docket No. M-2008-2032274 approving its proposed Consumer Education Plan that messages disseminated are to be educational in nature and not in any way promotional of PECO.  PECO is also reminded to direct grassroots outreach to events, activities, and organizations that include low-income Pennsylvanians, seniors, and minorities, as well as other audiences outlined in its Final Order, in all geographic areas of its service territories.

Consistent with each Electric Distribution Company’s (EDC) approved Consumer Education Plan (CEP) and Final Order, the Commission notes that the EDC’s ongoing consumer education obligation related to the May 17, 2007, Final Order at page 6, Docket No. M-00061957, Policies to Mitigate Potential Electricity Price Increases, must include education of “cost-effective energy efficiency, conservation and demand side response programs and technologies….”  The large EDCs are obligated to file an Energy Efficiency and Conservation (EE&C) Plan, pursuant to the Commission’s implementation of Act 129 of 2008 at Docket No. M-2008-2069887, which also included consumer education and marketing budgets and tactics within those plans.  

		The Commission reminds all EDCs to separate Act 129 EE&C consumer education materials from those materials that are being funded by the company’s CEP to prevent the double recovery of costs – recovering the same costs through a utility’s rate mitigation CEP and its EE&C Plan cost recovery mechanism(s).  

In addition, all EDCs are reminded that if changes are contemplated to the planned educational materials developed by the Commission and its Stakeholders and required to be disseminated to the EDCs’ customers, as directed by Commission Order at Docket No. I-2011-2237952, the EDCs are asked to seek review of those changes from the Commission’s Office of Communications.  

The Consumer Education Charge is subject to continuous Commission review and audit as well as reconciliation reports and hearings in accordance with Section 1307(e) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §1307(e).

	Any subsequent submissions to the Commission related to this docketed case should reference Docket No. M-2012-2286706.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Very truly yours,



			 											Rosemary Chiavetta
		 												Secretary

Contact Person:	Keith Mather
	(717) 772-3440

cc:	Office of Communications
	Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement
	Bureau of Technical Utility Services	
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