PENNSYLVANIA
PUBLIC UTILTY COMMISSION
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265

							Public Meeting held March 29, 2012


Commissioners Present:

	Robert F. Powelson, Chairman
	John F. Coleman, Jr., Vice Chairman
	Wayne E. Gardner
	James H. Cawley
	Pamela A. Witmer


Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission		:		R-2011-2255159	
Office of Consumer Advocate				:		C-2011-2268982
Richard Ennis						:		C-2011-2271703
Penn Estates Property Owners Association		:		C-2011-2279569
							
	v.						:		
							:
Penn Estates Utilities, Inc. Water Division		:


ORDER


	BY THE COMMISSION:

		We adopt as our action the Recommended Decision of Administrative Law Judges Kandace F. Melillo and Joel H. Cheskis, dated March 1, 2012;

	THEREFORE,

	IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Penn Estates Utilities, Inc. Water Division shall not place into effect the rates contained in Supplement No. 7 to Tariff Water – Pa. P.U.C. No. 3, the same having been found to be unjust, unreasonable and therefore unlawful.

1. That the Joint Petition for Settlement of Rate Investigation filed on January 25, 2012 among Penn Estates Utilities, Inc. Water Division, the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement and the Office of Consumer Advocate in the above captioned case is hereby approved and adopted.


1. That Penn Estates Utilities, Inc. Water Division shall be permitted to file a tariff supplement reflecting the rates set forth in Exhibit A of the Joint Petition to become effective on one day’s notice after the entry of a Commission Order approving the Joint Petition and designed to produce $85,000 in additional annual operating revenue, for total annual revenues not in excess of $623,516.

1. That Penn Estates will not file for another general water rate increase under Section 1308(d) of the Public Utility Code for two (2) years after the entry date of the Commission Order approving the settlement, except that this provision shall not apply if a legislative body or administrative agency, including the Commission, orders or enacts fundamental changes in policy or statutes which directly and substantially affect the Company’s water rates.

1. That Penn Estates is permitted to amortize over three (3) years its incurred groundwater testing expense of $40,200 for Synthetic Organic Compound testing required by the Department of Environmental Protection.

1. That Penn Estates is permitted to revise its tariff to increase the after- hours shut off and turn on fee to $75.00.

1. That the Stipulation for Admission of Evidence is approved and that the record of this proceeding be reopened for the limited purpose of admitting the documents identified as Penn Estates Supplement No. 7, with supporting documents, and Penn Estates Statement Nos. 1-4, with accompanying Exhibits, into the record of this proceeding, with Penn Estates providing the requisite number of copies to the Secretary’s Bureau.

1. That the complaints filed in this proceeding by the Office of Consumer Advocate at Docket No. C-2011-2268982, Richard Ennis at Docket No. C-2011-2271703, and the Penn Estates Property Owners Association at Docket No. C-2011-2279569 be and are hereby dismissed and marked closed.

1. That the investigation at Docket No. R-2011-2255159 be terminated and marked closed.
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Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:	March 29, 2012

ORDER ENTERED:	March 29, 2012
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