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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 




A-2011-2260201
Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to 52 
Pa. Code Chapter 57 with reconstruction

of a portion of the Martins Creek-

Siegfried #2 230 kV Transmission Line 
in Moore, Lehigh and Allen Townships, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On August 30, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) and (v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Northampton County Council, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service, including township supervisors and planning commissions.  One protest was filed.  No hearings were held.


PPL Electric seeks the Commission’s approval for the reconstruction of a 10.7 mile portion of Martins Creek-Siegfried #2 230kV Transmission Line in Moore, Lehigh and Allen Townships in Northampton County.  


The proposed replacement begins at the Siegfried Substation in Allen Township and continues northeasterly to the last structure in Moore Township, just south of the Bushkill Township boundary.  The remaining portion of the line, 15.4 miles, which PPL Electric is not proposing to rebuild, was reconstructed in the early 1970s.      


The Martins Creek-Siegfried #2 Line was built and placed in service in 1926.  It is a single circuit 230kV Transmission Line built on steel lattice structures.  The portion of the line that will be rebuilt is now 85 years old and needs to be replaced due to substantial deterioration since it was initially placed in service.  


The Martins Creek-Siegfried #2 Line is the fifth filing under PPL Electric’s Vintage Conductor Program.  Under this program, PPL Electric has identified old and deteriorated transmission lines that require reinforcement in order for PPL Electric to continue to provide safe and reliable service to its customers.   


This line is an integral part of the Bulk Electric System and is required to uphold the integrity of the 230kV system in the area.  This line is required to remain in compliance with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”) Criteria as defined by the NERC Transmission Planning Standards for the Bulk Electric System.  A NERC Category “C” contingency is an event with the loss of two or more elements.  A Category C event, with the loss of the Martins Creek-Siegfried Line #2 Line and a subsequent outage of one of the other nearby lines, would result in a violation of the NERC Standards and would leave the remaining lines vulnerable to overloading.  


The present structures of the Martins Creek-Siegfried #2 Line are 90 foot tall steel lattice structures that, upon inspection, have deteriorated foundation conditions.  In addition, the steel members of the towers were inspected and determined to be in poor condition.  All components of the line, including the conductors, have been exposed to the elements for 85 years.  The proposed new single circuit line will be built on steel monopoles with upswept steel arms installed on concrete foundations.  The project will require approximately 52 structures standing 120 feet high with an average span length of 1,100 feet between structures.



PPL Electric will install the new monopoles along the centerline of the 100 foot wide right of way adjacent to the existing structures.  Eight monopole locations may be shifted slightly to accommodate environmental impacts, request from property owners and engineering design requirements.  Of these eight structures, six are on property not owned by PPL Electric.  The landowners have been made aware of the pole location variations.  The present structures will be removed from the right of way.  PPL Electric states that the line replacement can be installed entirely within the existing right-of-way and would not substantially alter the right of way.


The single circuit will be comprised of three 1,590 kcmil, 45/7 stranding ACSR power conductors with a .752 inch diameter optical ground wire and a .5 inch extra high strength steel overhead ground wire.


The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) was consulted.  PPL Electric states that it will take necessary steps to mitigate any adverse effects associated with the transmission line construction.


The line will cross 19 streams and 19 separate wetlands.  PPL Electric will obtain all required permits and adhere to the terms and conditions of such permits during planning and construction.    


The portion of the Martins Creek-Siegfried #2 Line proposed to be rebuilt will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The Transmission Lines will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  


The most recent amended estimated cost of the project, provided in March 2012, is $15,378,000.  Upon final design, the construction portion will be competitively bid.  Construction of the project is scheduled to begin in September 2012 to meet an in-service date of November 2013.


A formal protest was filed on October 27, 2011, by an affected property owner, Virginia A. Hower and Jay W. Hower.  The matter was assigned to Administrative Law Judge Susan D. Colwell and an Initial Prehearing Conference was scheduled for January 24, 2012.  Prior to the Initial Prehearing Conference being held, PPL Electric filed a Certificate of Satisfaction indicating that the concerns of the Protestant had been met.  No protests remained and none of the parties served the petition entered an appearance or filed a protest or petition to intervene.  On February 3, 2012, Administrative Law Judge Susan D. Colwell Ordered that this LON be reassigned to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services. 



The increase in the height of the poles has raised a critical concern in determining whether this Commission should process this filing as an LON or require filing as a full siting application
.  The Commission considered several issues in that regard, in addition to the change in height.  First, no party intervened to object to the filing or assert there was a substantial alteration to any of the right of ways, other than the resolved petition of Virginia A. Hower and Jay W. Hower (which did not specifically address an alteration of the Right of Way).  Second, some pole locations may need to be changed upon completion of final engineering.  If there is need to place a structure in an area that does not already contain one, PPL Electric will contact the property owner and negotiate new locations of the structures.  PPL Electric will follow through with a confirmation letter to the property owner.  PPL Electric stated that the existing easement agreements for this line allow PPL Electric to move or add structures to this transmission line.  Third, there will be a reduction in horizontal clearances on the right of way.  The existing lattice structures are wider than the proposed monopoles.  And fourth, there will be a reduction in the footprint of each pole on the right of way from the existing of 780 square foot footprint for the lattice structures to approximately 50 square foot concrete footprint for the monopoles.  



Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) and (v) because all the lines, both reconstructed and new, are in existing Right of Ways or on property owned in fee by PPL Electric and do not substantially alter the Right of Ways.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


           That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to Martins Creek-Siegfried #2 230kV Transmission Line replacement project in Moore, Lehigh and Allen Townships, Northampton County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.
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BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: March 29, 2012
ORDER ENTERED:  March 29, 2012
� It is possible a change in the height alone could be a substantial alteration of the right-of-way depending upon the specific facts of a case.  





PAGE  
7

