BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Petition of PPL Electric Utilities		:
Corporation For A Finding That A		:
Building To Shelter Control Equipment	:		P-2012-2284623
At The West Trexlertown 69-12 kV 		:
Substation to be constructed in Upper	:
Macungie Township, Lehigh County, 	:
Pennsylvania Is Reasonably Necessary 	:
For The Convenience or Welfare of the	:
Public						:


ORDER REASSIGNING CASE TO THE BUREAU OF FIXED 
UTILITY SERVICES AS AN UNOPPOSED PETITION


		On January 20, 2012, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or Petitioner) filed a Petition for a finding that a building to shelter control equipment at the West Trexlertown 69-12 kV substation to be constructed in Upper Macungie Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public.  

		On February 8, 2012, notice of an Initial Prehearing Conference was issued scheduling the prehearing conference for March 6, 2012, at 10:00 am and assigning the matter to me.  

		On February 29, 2012, PPL filed proofs of publications from The Morning Call  regarding public notice of the zoning petition on February 3, 2012.  Notice was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on February 4, 2012 at 42 Pa. B. 746.  No protests were filed.

		The prehearing conference was held as scheduled, with Christopher T. Wright, Esq., representing PPL.  No other entity appeared.  

		Mr. Wright moved a letter from the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission dated February 24, 2012, into the record, which indicates that the proposed construction of the substation is in accord with the County Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Wright also stated that the  petition indicates on page 11 that the required in-service date is May 2013, but that the actual required in-service date is April 2013. 
		
		The hearing was held pursuant to the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, which provides:

This article shall not apply to any existing or proposed building, or extension thereof, used or to be used by a public utility corporation, if, upon petition of the corporation, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission shall, after public hearing, decide that the present or proposed situation of the building in question is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public.
53 P.S. § 10619 (in pertinent part).

		Therefore, to exempt a utility project from local zoning restrictions, the Commission is required to hold a public hearing before finding that the petition should be granted as reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public.  The prehearing conference was a public hearing within the meaning of the statute, having given any interested entity an opportunity to intervene or protest and be heard.  No entity filed a protest or a petition to intervene, and no entity other than the Company appeared at the prehearing conference.

		The Certificate of Service for the petition indicates that a copy of the Petition was served on the Lehigh County Commissioners, the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, the Upper Macungie Township Board of Supervisors, and the Upper Macungie Township Planning Board.  None appeared at the prehearing conference on March 6, 2012.  PPL Electric filed a supplemental certificate of service which indicates the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement, and the Office of Small Business Advocate were also served.  None entered an appearance or filed a protest or petition to intervene.

		Therefore, there is no purpose in further litigation, and this matter is referred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for processing as an unopposed petition.


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for a finding that a building to shelter control equipment at the West Trexlertown 69-12 kV substation to be constructed in Upper Macungie Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public is referred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services as unopposed.

Dated:	March 27, 2012			_____________________________________
						Susan D. Colwell
						Administrative Law Judge
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