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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


March 29, 2012
Law Offices of Bradford M. Stern
22 Lakeview Hollow

Cherry Hill, NJ  08003
Attn:
Bradford M. Stern, Esq.
RE:
Designation of carriers as eligible telecommunications carriers (ETCs) pursuant to Section 214(e) of TA-96. 

Docket No. P-2011-2241542
 

Dear Mr. Stern:
 

            Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2) and 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.201, et seq., regarding the designation of “eligible telecommunications carriers” (ETCs), the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) seeks information on currently pending applications for ETC designation of wireless carriers.  This Commission seeks information pertaining to each wireless carriers’ basis for satisfaction of the “facilities” requirement under 47 U.S.C. § 214(e).  

As you are aware, the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC’s) recent USF/ICC Order (November 18, 2011, Revised December 23, 2012) and subsequent order of the February 6, 2012, addressing Lifeline and Link Up reform have changed some of the qualifications for securing ETC status.  Accordingly, the Commission requires additional information on your pending Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) petition.  In particular, the Commission seeks response from all carriers with ETC designation or seeking approval for ETC designation in the Commonwealth, to the following: 

1. Please state whether the FCC’s ruling which revised the list of supported services in 47 C.F.R. § 54.101 to exclude directory assistance and operator services, impacts the carrier’s ability to satisfy the “facilities” requirement for ETC designation, under 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) (i.e., confirm whether your services satisfies the new facilities-based requirements).
2. Please explain, in detail, the technical basis by which the carrier satisfies the facilities requirement. Include a diagram indicating how calls are routed through facilities.
3. If your service does not meet the facilities-based requirements, please confirm you have filed a compliance plan with the FCC in an effort to secure forbearance from the facilities obligation.  If you have done so, please file a copy of the compliance plan, and any subsequent FCC order addressing the compliance plan at this docket. 
4. Please state whether it is your intent to withdraw your request for ETC designation.
5. If your petition included Link-Up funding, please explain how you intend to address the loss of link-up reimbursement from the USF fund (i.e., will Link-up fees continue to be charged to customers, or dropped from the service plan).
6. Please advise of any other changes or adjustments you plan to make as a result of the FCC Order.

Verified information may be provided via letter, supplement or amendment within 30 days of this request.  However, if you intend to make material changes to your petition, please file an amended petition detailing the changes.  If information must be filed seeking confidential treatment, please indicate accordingly. 


This request for information is without prejudice to the Commission’s position on the limitation of FCC authority in the USF/ICC order or otherwise.  Any inquiries on this matter may be addressed to David Screven, Assistant Counsel, at (717) 787-2126. 
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Respectfully yours,

 

 
                                       



Rosemary Chiavetta  


                                 Secretary
cc:  David Screven, Assistant Counsel, Law Bureau
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