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O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



Before the Commission is the petition of Modern Motor Coaches, Inc., d/b/a Modern Piano Moving for a waiver from 52 Pa. Code Section 31.121.  Modern Motor Coaches’ application for household goods in use authority at Docket No. A-2010-2155021 was approved at Public Meeting of October 28, 2011.
BACKGROUND


On December 23, 2011, Modern Motor Coaches, Inc., d/b/a Modern Piano Moving filed a request for an extension of time to comply with Commission Order entered October 28, 2011 and a Petition for Waiver of 52 Pa. Code Section 31.121.  Both documents were docketed as one submission and assigned to the Bureau of Technical Utility Services on December 28, 2011 under the original application docket.  Modern Motor Coaches, Inc. requests a waiver from the regulation requiring moves that are less than 40 miles to be based on an hourly rate and moves over 40 miles to be charged according to weight and mileage. 



Petitioner will be moving pianos and organs only and requests that, due to the unique nature of its service, it be permitted to set its tariff rates using a detailed formula.  This formula takes into account the size and type of piano or organ, the number of steps and turns that are involved, the mileage between the two points, and the cost of extra equipment or labor.  This same formula is being used for all interstate moves, as well as intrastate moves in other states.

DISCUSSION 



52 Pa. Code Section 31.121 states that moves of 40 miles or less will be based on an hourly rate and moves of over 40 miles will be based on weight and mileage.  Modern Motor Coaches, Inc. submits that if it is not permitted to use its usual formula for setting rates, it would be forced to charge an exorbitant hourly or weight/mileage rate to cover more complicated moves, such as those that may require the use of a crane.  This would not be fair to customers with less complicated moves.  Additionally, Petitioner feels that it cannot predict how long each move will take or what additional equipment may be needed until an employee arrives at the location to assess the situation; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  
1. That the Petition of Modern Motor Coaches, Inc., d/b/a Modern Piano 
Moving for a waiver of 52 Pa. Code Section 31.121 is hereby 


granted and approved.

2. That the tariff filed with the Petition on December 23, 2011 is


accepted.

[image: image1.png]










BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  April 12, 2012
ORDER ENTERED:  April 12, 2012
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