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OPINION AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

		Before the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) for consideration and disposition is Duquesne Light Company’s (Duquesne or Company) Universal Service Charge (USC) Rider Reconciliation Statement for the nine month period beginning April 21, 2011, through December 31, 2011.  This submission is the initial filing under Duquesne’s Commission-approved USC.  Future submissions will be based on twelve month periods ending December 31 each year.  Duquesne made this submission on December 1, 2011, pursuant to  Section 1307(e) of the Public Utility Code (Code), 66 Pa. C.S. § 1307(e).

Background

		In accordance with its USC Charge Rider – Rider No. 5, on December 1, 2011, Duquesne filed its reconciliation statement at Docket No. M-2011-2276459.  The established USC Charge Rider permits Duquesne to recover from its residential customers costs incurred by the Company to provide its Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan.  The USC Charge Rider is adjusted annually and is subject to an annual reconciliation.

On January 18, 2012, a hearing was held before Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Susan D. Colwell to review Duquesne’s reconciliation statement.  In a Recommended Decision (R.D.) issued by the Commission on February 1, 2012, the ALJ recommended that the USC Rider Reconciliation be accepted insofar as it is undisputed but cautioned that acceptance of the undisputed USC Rider Reconciliation is expressly subject to subsequent Commission audit and shall not constitute approval of either the accuracy of the figures or the reasonableness of the underlying transactions.  In her Recommended Decision, the ALJ noted that Duquesne experienced an undercollection for the nine months ended December 31, 2011 of $6,657,814.00.  Duquesne Ex. 2.  R.D. at 2.  

Discussion

Duquesne’s Reconciliation Statement shows an amount of “($6,657,814.00)”, which would appear to suggest an undercollection from April 21, 2011 through December 31, 2011.  However, our review of the Company’s filing, as well as the hearing transcript,[footnoteRef:1] both support the conclusion that this figure is an overcollection.  Therefore, we are of the opinion that the ALJ’s Recommended Decision should be modified to clarify this point.   [1: 		Tr. at 7-9. ] 


Conclusion

We shall adopt the ALJ’s Recommended Decision, as modified by this Opinion and Order, and accept Duquesne’s Reconciliation Statement as adequate within the meaning of the Code Section 1307(e) subject to further review and revision as may be found necessary by a subsequent Commission audit.  Consistent with the foregoing discussion, we shall modify the ALJ’s Recommended Decision to clarify that the reconciliation statement reflects that the Company overcollected the amount of $6,657,814.00; THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

	1.	That the Recommended Decision of Administrative Law Judge Susan D. Colwell is adopted, as modified by this Opinion and Order.

	2.	That the Duquesne Light Company Universal Service Charge Rider Reconciliation for the period April 21, 2011 to December 31, 2011, be, and hereby is, accepted insofar as it is undisputed.

	3.	That acceptance of the undisputed Duquesne Light Company Universal Service Charge Rider Reconciliation is expressly subject to such further review and revision as may be found necessary as a result of a subsequent Commission audit, or of some other proceeding.

	4.	That acceptance of the undisputed Duquesne Light Company Universal Service Charge Rider Reconciliation shall not constitute approval of either the accuracy of the reported figures or the reasonableness of the underlying transactions.

	5.	That Duquesne Light Company’s Universal Service Charge Rider Reconciliation provides for an overcollection amount of $6,657,814.00 for the period of April 21, 2011 through December 31, 2011.
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							Rosemary Chiavetta
							Secretary


(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: March 29, 2012
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