BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission,

:

Bureau of Transportation & Safety


:








:

C-2010-2121952


v.





:









:

Heather R. Galvin




:

ORDER GRANTING A CONTINUANCE AND
PROVIDING FOR SETTLEMENT PROCEDURES 


An Initial Hearing is currently scheduled in this matter for Thursday, August 18, 2011, at 10:00 a.m., in Hearing Room #2, Plaza Level, Commonwealth Keystone Building, 400 North Street, Harrisburg, PA  17120. 


It is my understanding that a tentative agreement for settlement has now been reached between the parties.  However, more time is needed to allow for completion of the settlement negotiations and the filing of a settlement petition.  Accordingly, the parties requested that the August 18, 2011, hearing be cancelled and that a reasonable period of time be allowed for the completion of the settlement process.   


The standard for granting a continuance of a hearing, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §1.15(b), is that good cause must be shown.  I conclude that good cause has been established for the requested continuance.  The Commission’s policy is to encourage settlement (52 Pa. Code §5.231(a)), and the continuance, which is unopposed, will allow the parties further time to conclude a settlement and file the necessary settlement documents.  Granting the continuance will also potentially avoid unnecessary hearings which involve additional time and expense.



Accordingly, the parties will be given until September 19, 2011, in which to file a settlement petition for my consideration.  As no evidentiary record has been created, the parties should agree to a joint statement of facts as part of the settlement, for purposes of factual findings, and should include a verification signed by both parties as to these facts.  See, 52 Pa. Code §1.36.  



If the parties have not filed a settlement petition for my consideration on or before close of business on September 19, 2011, or as reasonably extended, this matter will be rescheduled for a hearing.  All parties will be notified of the day, date, time and location of the rescheduled hearing. 



THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That a continuance of the August 18, 2011, Initial Hearing in this matter is hereby granted.



2.
That the Initial Hearing now scheduled for August 18, 2011, is cancelled; however, the hearing will be rescheduled if a settlement petition, as contemplated by this Order, is not filed and provided to me on or before close of business (4:30 p.m.) on September 19, 2011.






3.
That the settlement petition be provided to the presiding officer in both an electronic version and hard copy, and filed with the Secretary’s Bureau, along with a CD of all settlement documents in searchable pdf format.


4.
That if the matter is rescheduled for a hearing, all parties will be provided notice of the new day, date, time, and location of the hearing.
Date:
August 16, 2011




_____________________________









Kandace F. Melillo









Administrative Law Judge
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