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A-2012-2287279

With Respect To The Susquehanna-

Harwood #1 & #2 230 kV Transmission

Line In Conyngham, Hollenback, Sugarloaf

And Hazle Townships, Luzerne County,

Pennsylvania.

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:


On February 6, 2012, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iv) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(vi) An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vii) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Luzerne County Commissioners, Luzerne County Planning Director, the Boards of Supervisors and the Planning Commissions of Conyngham, Hollenback, Sugarloaf and Hazle Townships, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protest was filed and no hearing was held.


In this filing PPL Electric seeks Commission approval to replace all conductors, the shield wire, and one wooden structure on 12.8 miles of the existing Susquehanna-Harwood #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Line (“Susquehanna-Harwood Line”) to address reliability concerns in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.


PPL Electric states that the Susquehanna-Harwood Line begins at Susquehanna 230 kV Switchyard located in Conyngham Township and crosses through Hollenback and Sugarloaf Townships before ending at the Harwood 230-69 kV Substation in Hazle Township, all within Luzerne County.



According to PPL Electric, the principal reason for the project is that splices in the conductors in the Susquehanna-Harwood Line have failed, and an investigation of the problem has revealed that the remaining splices are in a deteriorated condition that would lead to further failures.  Therefore, the conductors have to be replaced.  In addition, the existing steel shield wire, which provides lightning protection, will be replaced with optical ground wire (“OPGW”) due to its age and deteriorated condition.


PPL Electric states that, of the seventy eight structures that support the Susquehanna-Harwood Line, one wood pole that crosses under the Susquehanna-Wescosville 500 kV line will be replaced, five structures that are double-circuit steel pole structures will remain in service, while the remaining seventy-two structures that are steel lattice structures will also remain in service, although any missing or deteriorated members will be replaced.  Bracing will be added to a few lattice steel structures in order to meet PPL Electric’s current structural design criteria for such structures.


PPL Electric states that the project involves replacing all conductor cable, splices, dead-end assemblies and shield wire along the line.  The existing 1113 kcmil 54/19 stranding ACSS (“Steel Supported Aluminum Conductor”) conductor will be replaced with new conductor of the same type, size and stranding.  All appropriate high temperature hardware will be used to support the new 1113 ACSS conductor.  The existing vintage shield wire will be replaced with OPGW. Towers will be modified to reinforce select lattice steel towers.  These structural modifications will consist of adding or replacing tower members to ensure that each tower meets PPL Electric’s structural design criteria for this Line.  These modifications will not affect the height or location of any existing tower; nor will the modifications materially change the appearance of the towers.  Additionally, PPL Electric will be replacing one existing structure in order to meets PPL Electric’s structural design criteria for this Line.  The existing structure consists of six wood poles and associated guys.  The replacement structure will be of similar height, and installed adjacent to the existing structure.  The replacement will not materially alter the right-of-way because it will be a simpler structure with only four poles (Steel), instead of six poles.

PPL Electric states that the proposed construction of the Susquehanna-Harwood Line will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to public health or safety.  The proposed line sections will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or exceeds all applicable National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  



Further, PPL Electric states that it is anticipated that the proposed construction will have minimal incremental impacts on the area because the project will involve primarily reconductoring of an existing line and because only one structure will be replaced with a structure having the same height in approximately the same location.  The project will be located within existing rights-of-way.  PPL Electric does not need any additional right-of-way or other property interest in order to complete the project.



PPL Electric states that the project was reviewed with representatives of Conyngham, Hollenback, Sugarloaf and Hazle Townships, as well as Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.  Neither the townships nor the County had any objection to the project.



The total estimated cost of the proposed project is $8,090,000, which will be paid for by PPL Electric.  The construction is scheduled to commence in May 2012, to meet the scheduled in-service date of May 2013.
Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(v) because the proposed line is to be reconductored or reconstructed such that the size, character, design, or configuration will not substantially alter the right-of-way.  Above all, the Commission has reviewed the filing and finds it to be consistent with applicable law and Commission policy regarding transmission line siting, and therefore to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach to the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the reconductoring of the Susquehanna-Harwood #1 & #2 230 kV Transmission Line in Conyngham, Hollenback, Sugarloaf and Hazle Townships, Luzerne County, PA is hereby approved.

2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2012-2287279 be closed.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary

(SEAL) 
ORDER ADOPTED: April 26, 2012
ORDER ENTERED: April 26, 2012
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