BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, et al.	:		
							:
		v.					:		R-2012-2285985, et al.
							:		
Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC			:		



INTERIM ORDER
ON PETITION TO INTERVENE OF THE 
COALITION FOR AFFORDABLE UTILITY SERVICES AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN PENNSYLVANIA


		On February 27, 2012, Peoples Natural Gas Company (Peoples) filed a request for a general rate increase pursuant to Section 1308(d) of the Public Utility Code.[footnoteRef:1]  By order entered April 26, 2012, the Commission suspended the April 28, 2012 effective date of the increased rates until November 28, 2012 and directed the Office of Administrative Law Judge to hold hearings and consider whether the request was just, reasonable and in the public interest.  The matter was assigned to me and a prehearing conference was scheduled for Tuesday, May 8, 2012.  On April 30, 2012, I issued a prehearing conference order which, among other things, directed the filing of prehearing memoranda. [1:   	66 Pa. C.S. § 1308(d).
] 


		On May 7, 2012, the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA), filed a formal complaint, a petition to intervene and a prehearing memorandum.  CAUSE-PA is an association of low-income individuals that advocates on behalf of its members in order to ensure affordable water, electric, heating and telecommunication services.[footnoteRef:2]  CAUSE-PA identified two members who are customers of Peoples and will be directly affected by the outcome of the proceeding.[footnoteRef:3] [2:   	Petition at ¶ 11.
]  [3:   	Petition at ¶ 15.  The service addresses of these individuals were provided by letter following the prehearing conference.
] 


		Counsel for CAUSE-PA appeared and participated in the May 8, 2012 prehearing conference.  CAUSE-PA represented that if its petition to intervene were granted that it would withdraw its formal complaint which was docketed at C-2012-2302843.  

At the prehearing conference, counsel for Peoples requested an opportunity to respond to CAUSE-PA’s petition.  No other party expressed opposition to the petition to intervene.  The request was granted and ruling on the petition was held in abeyance.  By letter dated May 10, 2102, Peoples filed a letter notifying me that it did not oppose the intervention of CAUSE-PA.  Accordingly, the petition to intervene will be granted.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  	See Interim Order on Petition to Intervene of the Community Action Association of Pennsylvania dated May 10, 2012.] 


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the petition to intervene of the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA) is granted.

1. That CAUSE-PA shall promptly withdraw its formal complaint at PUC Docket No. C-2012-2302843.



3.	That CAUSE-PA shall file its letter dated May 10, 2012 which identifies the service addresses of its affected members with the Secretary’s Bureau within five days of issuance of this order.


Date:	May 10, 2012					_______________________________
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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