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O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed February 8, 2012.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of March 24, 2012, with protests due by April 9, 2012.  No protests were filed.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.  The record consists of the application, the applicant’s verified statements, and 12 statements of support.
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



First Class Coach, Inc., (applicant) seeks the initial right to provide Group and Party 11-15 service.  The applicant was incorporated on November 14, 2012, for the purpose of providing the service presently requested.  The applicant has had no previous operations; however the applicant’s sole share-holder, Natalie Bront, has previous transportation related experience working as a dispatcher for a Philadelphia area limousine service.
Applicant will operate from Ms. Bront’s home office located in Feasterville, PA 19053.  The office will be utilized for dispatching and maintaining all financial and other business related records.  The office is equipped with a computer with internet access, telephone service, a fax machine, a printer, and suitable storage for business records.  Requests for service will be taken via fax, e-mail, and telephone; with service available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.    



 Ms. Bront will be responsible for all administrative related duties and will be the only non-driver employee.  At the commencement of operations the company will employ only one driver; however, this number may grow as the business grows.


Drivers will be required to possess a commercial driver’s license; as well as undergo pre-employment driver’s license checks, criminal background checks, and drug/alcohol screening.  Subsequent license checks will be conducted on an annual basis and subsequent criminal background checks will be conducted on a biennial basis.  Random drug tests will also be utilized.


Applicant will commence operations with one vehicle, a 2007 Dodge Sprinter 12 passenger van, which shall be stored at a local secured parking area.  Said vehicle will undergo daily safety inspections and will be referred to a qualified service facility repair if any defects are noted.  Additionally, vehicles will be submitted for full inspections every six months.   Applicant has obtained insurance quotes for its vehicle and anticipates an annual expense of $4,750.


The balance sheet of the applicant, dated January 1, 2012, shows total cash assets of $5,500, total assets of $57,100, and liabilities of $20,000.  Applicant has a total owner’s equity of $37,100.  The applicant projects revenue of $70,000, expenses of $64,600, and a net income of $5,400.
The application is suitably supported by 12 statements representing parties or clients in the counties of Bucks, Montgomery, and the City and County of Philadelphia.  



The applicant presently has no outstanding fines or assessments and has no negative compliance history.


The applicant is hereby advised of its obligation to familiarize itself with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operation of a common carrier as authorized by this Order.  Applicant is further advised that failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of its authority.  Title 52 of the Pa. Code is available online at www.pacode.com. 
After complete review of the record, we find:   

1. Applicant seeks the initial right to provide Group and Party service and the application is unopposed.
2. The application is supported by 12 parties representing parties or clients in the counties of Bucks, Montgomery, and the City and County of Philadelphia.  
3. Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the service; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  That the application be and is hereby approved granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, persons in Group and Party service, in vehicles seating eleven (11) to fifteen (15) passengers, including the driver, between points in the counties of Bucks, Montgomery, and the City and County of Philadelphia; excluding areas under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:   That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the applicant has received a certificate of public convenience from the Commission.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:   That a certificate of public convenience shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:

1. An acceptable Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.

2. An acceptable tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of the service of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  
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BY THE COMMISSION


Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary
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