BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation
: 

For Approval Of The Siting And Construction 
:
A-2012-2304631
of the Blooming Grove - Jackson and Peckville - 
:

Jackson 138/69 kV Transmission Line in 

:

Monroe County, Pennsylvania 


:
Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 
:
For a Finding And Determination That The Service 
:
A-2012-2304648

To Be Furnished By The Applicant Through Its 
:

Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent 
:

Domain to Acquire A Right-Of-Way And 

:

Easement Over And Across The Lands Of Pocono 
:

Manor Investors, LP, In Pocono Township, Monroe 
:

County For The Proposed Blooming Grove - 
:

Jackson and Peckville - Jackson 138/69 kV 

:

Transmission Line Is Necessary Or Proper For 
:

The Service, Accommodation, Convenience Or 
:

Safety Of The Public 




:
Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 
:
For a Finding And Determination That The Service 
:
A-2012-2304649
To Be Furnished By The Applicant Through Its 
:

Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent 
:

Domain to Acquire A Right-Of-Way And 

:

Easement Over And Across The Lands Of 

:

Iroquois Ridge Partners LLP In Pocono Township, 
:

Monroe County For The Proposed Blooming Grove 
:

- Jackson and Peckville - Jackson 138/69 kV 
:

Transmission Line Is Necessary Or Proper For 
:

The Service, Accommodation, Convenience Or 
:

Safety Of The Public 




:
Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 
:
For a Finding And Determination That The Service 
:
A-2012-2304653
To Be Furnished By The Applicant Through Its 
:

Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent 
:


Domain to Acquire A Right-Of-Way And 

:

Easement Over And Across The Lands Of The 
:

Estate of Charles L. Vassallo In Pocono Township, 
:

Monroe County For The Proposed Blooming Grove 
:

- Jackson and Peckville - Jackson 138/69 kV 
:

Transmission Line Is Necessary Or Proper For 
:

The Service, Accommodation, Convenience Or 
:

Safety Of The Public 




:
PREHEARING ORDER

On May 15, 2012, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or “the Company”) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) the above-captioned four Applications.  The first Application seeks approval of the siting and construction of the Blooming Grove – Jackson and Peckville – Jackson 138/69 kV Transmission Line in Monroe County, Pennsylvania.  The other three Applications captioned above seek the exercise of eminent domain to acquire rights-of-way and easements across three properties.  The transmission line is a 3.8 mile long double-circuit transmission line located in Jackson and Pocono Townships, Monroe County.  PPL averred in the Applications that the line is required to reduce the electrical load on the existing Blooming Grove – Jackson 138/69 kV circuit and provide operating flexibility and improved reliability for customers in Jackson, Pocono and Tobyhana Townships in Monroe County.  
By Notice dated May 25, 2012, an Initial Prehearing Conference was established by the Commission for Thursday, July 12, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. in Hearing Room 3 of the Commonwealth Keystone Building in Harrisburg.  I was assigned as the Presiding Administrative Law Judge.  Notices of the Applications and the Initial Prehearing Conference were published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on June 2, 2012.  42 Pa. B. 3185-3187.

At the Initial Prehearing Conference, various procedural issues will be decided.  This includes, but is not limited to, a procedural schedule for the submission of testimony, hearings and briefs; the establishment of a service list; the number and location of public input hearings; the possibility of site visits; the need to modify any discovery rules and the possibility of settlement.  
To become a party of record, you must file with the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau, and serve on the Presiding Officer and other parties of record, either a Protest to the Application or a Petition to Intervene.  My address is:



Joel H. Cheskis



Administrative Law Judge


Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission


P.O. Box 3265


Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265



Telephone:  (717) 783-5452



Fax:  (717) 787-0481


Email:  jcheskis@pa.gov 
All Protests must conform to Sections 5.51-5.53 of the Commission’s regulations and be filed by July 5, 2012.  All Petitions to Intervene must conform to Sections 5.71-5.76 of the Commission’s regulations and will be ruled upon during the Initial Prehearing Conference, if timely.  
Furthermore, any party wishing to participate in the Initial Prehearing Conference must file with the Commission and serve on the Presiding Officer and other parties of record a Prehearing Memorandum by July 9, 2012.  The Prehearing Memorandum must contain, at a minimum, the following:
a.)
The name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of the person you wish to have listed on the service list.
b.)
A statement regarding possible settlement of the case, subject to 


approval of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.

c.)
A proposed plan and schedule of discovery.

d.)
Other proposed orders with respect to discovery.

e.)
A proposed schedule for the submission of written testimony, 


conducting an in-person hearing, and submission of briefs.

f.)
Name, address, and telephone number of witnesses you expect to call and the subject matter of each witness’ testimony.

g.)
A list of the issues and sub-issues of this proceeding which you intend to address and a statement of the party’s position on each of the issues and sub-issues listed.

h.)
A statement describing the evidence you propose to present at hearing, relating the evidence to each of the issues and sub-issues you intend to address.
i.)
A statement regarding whether these proceedings should be consolidated pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §5.81 for purposes of hearing and decision.

j.)
A statement regarding the need for and number of public input hearings needed, if any.

Only parties who have filed a Protest or have properly intervened will remain on the service list following the Initial Prehearing Conference and receive future correspondence and documents pertaining to this matter. 
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That an initial prehearing conference shall be held at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 12, 2012, in Hearing Room 3 in the Commonwealth Keystone Building, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
2. That, consistent with the publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, any Protests to the Applications must be filed on or before July 5, 2012 and conform to Section 5.51-5.53 of the Commission’s regulations.
3.
That, pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §1.55, each party shall be limited to one entry on the service list.

4.
That on or before Monday, July 9, 2012, parties shall file and serve initial prehearing conference memoranda which shall include:

a.)
The name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of the person they wish to have listed on the service list.
b.)
A statement regarding possible settlement of the case, subject to 


approval of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.

c.)
A proposed plan and schedule of discovery.

d.)
Other proposed orders with respect to discovery.

e.)
A proposed schedule for the submission of written testimony, 


conducting an in-person hearing, and submission of briefs.

f.)
Name, address, and telephone number of witnesses the party expects to call and the subject matter of each witness’ testimony.

g.)
A list of the issues and sub-issues of this proceeding which the 


party intends to address and a statement of the party’s position on 


each of the issues and sub-issues listed.

h.)
A statement describing the evidence the party proposes to present 



at hearing, relating the evidence to each of the issues and sub-



issues the party intends to address.
i.)
A statement regarding whether these proceedings should be consolidated pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §5.81 for purposes of hearing and decision.

j.)
A statement regarding the need for and number of public input hearings needed, if any.
5.
That pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§1.21 & 1.22, if you are an individual, you may represent yourself or you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, corporation, trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.  Attorneys shall enter their appearance in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa.Code §1.24(b).

6.
That parties shall review the regulations pertaining to prehearing conferences, in particular 52 Pa.Code §5.222(d), which provides that parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  The preparation should include, among other things, advance study of all relevant materials, and advance informal communication between the participants, including requests for additional data and information, to the extent it appears feasible and desirable.
7.
That failure of a party to attend the initial prehearing conference, without good cause shown, shall constitute a waiver of all objections to the agreements reached, and to an order or ruling with respect thereto.
8.
That any documents filed with the Secretary of the Commission shall be copied to the Presiding Officer and all parties of record.  Any document not filed with the Secretary of the Commission will not be a part of the official record for this matter.
9.
That parties shall initiate discovery as early as possible pursuant to Section 5.331(b) of the Commission’s regulations.

10.
Commission policy promotes settlements.  52 Pa. Code §5.231(a).  The parties are directed to hold at least one settlement conference prior to the evidentiary hearings to discuss possible settlement of this case.  Even if the parties are unable to settle this case, they may still resolve some of the questions or issues during their discussions.  If the parties reach an agreement on all issues, a formal hearing will not be necessary and the scheduled hearing will be cancelled.
11.
If you, or anyone you plan to call as a witness on your behalf, has a limited ability to speak or understand English or are deaf or hearing-impaired, a qualified interpreter can be provided upon your request.  If you need an interpreter, please contact the scheduling office for the Office of Administrative Law Judge at (717) 787-1399 at least ten (10) days before the hearing to make your request.  The AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired is 1-800-654-5988.
Date: June 5, 2012



















Joel H. Cheskis
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