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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE









June 21, 2012

Docket No. M-2012-2309623
Utility Code: 310800

MICHAEL P. SHARRY 
STATE DIRECTOR GOVERNMENT AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
FRONTIER COMMUNICATIONS 
39 PUBLIC SQUARE 
WILKES-BARRE PENNSYLVANIA 18701


Re:	Safety Valve request for 570 NPA Dallas Rate Center

Dear Mr. Sharry:

On June 12, 2012, Commonwealth Telephone Company d/b/a Frontier Communications Commonwealth Telephone Company (Commonwealth or Company), submitted a Pennsylvania Safety Valve Numbering Resource Request form pursuant to our order entered at M-2008-2032767.[footnoteRef:1]  The Company is requesting expedited review of a denial by the Pooling Administrator of its request for additional numbering resources in the 570 Number Plan Area (NPA).  Commonwealth requests a central office code from the 570 NPA be assigned to the Dallas rate center to establish a Local Routing Number (LRN) in order to provide porting capabilities to the new Genband switches.  Commonwealth’s request comes before the Commission since it did not meet the months-to-exhaust criteria nor the utilization criteria established by the Federal Communications Commission in its Third Report and Order.[footnoteRef:2]    [1:  Additional Numbering Resources to Local Exchange Carriers:  Safety Valve Process, Docket No. M-2008-2032767 (Order entered November 6, 2008).  In this proceeding, the Commission streamlined its safety valve request process for telecommunications carriers.]  [2:  In the Matter of Numbering Resource Optimization.  Third Report and Order and Second Order on Reconsideration, CC Docket No. 99-200 (Order adopted December 12, 2001).  The order addresses the issue of national thousand-block pooling, including pooling for non-LNP capable and wireless carriers as well as a federal cost recovery mechanism for thousand-block pooling.] 

In its Third Report and Order, the FCC granted state commissions the authority to provide relief to telecommunications carriers for additional numbering resources in a given rate center if the carrier cannot meet the demand for resources through its current inventory.  In accordance with the Third Report and Order, carriers may demonstrate such a need by providing documentation of utilization in the rate center. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Id. at ¶64] 

Mandatory thousand-block pooling was implemented in the 570 NPA in accordance with the FCC’s national rollout schedule for pooling.[footnoteRef:4]  Accordingly, as a pooling carrier, the Company must comply with the FCC’s thousand-block pooling regulations and is required to obtain its numbering resources from Neustar. [footnoteRef:5] [4:  In the Matter of Numbering Resource Optimization, CC Docket No. 99-200, ¶¶1-10 (Order adopted April 24, 2002).  ]  [5:  The FCC directs that all service providers required to participate in thousands-block number pooling shall donate thousand blocks with less than ten percent contamination to the thousands-block number pool for the rate center within which the numbering resources are assigned.  52 C.F.R. § 52.20(c)(1).] 

Commonwealth indicates that its current inventory and utilization of numbers in the Dallas rate center will not permit the company to reach the FCC's required six-months-to-exhaust criteria for rate centers.  Accordingly, Neustar rejected Commonwealth’s requests for a central office code of telephone numbers.  Therefore, in accordance with the FCC’s Third Report and Order, the company has petitioned the Commission to obtain additional numbering resources in the 570 NPA.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  In the Matter of Numbering Resources, Third Report and Order, CC Docket No. 99-200 (Order adopted December 12, 2001) at ¶64. ] 

In reviewing this request, we note that the Company has provided supporting documentation that verifies that the Company requests the numbers in order to establish an LRN to provide porting capabilities to the new Genband switches.  Upon receipt of the central office code, the Company will retain a one thousand block and return the remaining nine blocks to the Pooling Administration.
The Commission notes that the 570 NPA is in jeopardy status, meaning it will exhaust central office codes soon.[footnoteRef:7]  However, during the jeopardy process central office codes were set aside for the Pooling administrator to administer pool replenishment requests as needed.  Also, during the jeopardy process a limit of 2 central office codes per month was set for normal distribution.  Since this LRN will have to go through the Pooling administrator, this central office code will come out of the codes set aside for pool replenishments and, therefore, will not have a significant impact on other carrier requests or on the exhaust of the 570 NPA. [7:  Petition of the North American Numbering Plan Administrator on behalf of the Pennsylvania Telecommunications Industry for Approval of Numbering Plan Area Relief Planning for the 570 NPA, Docket No. P-2009-2117193 (Order entered July 19, 2010).  The order addresses the issue of exhaust and orders an all services distributed overlay on the 570 NPA.  Currently the Commission is waiting on the notification that the NPA will exhaust within three months before the carriers can begin implementing permissive dialing and customer education.] 

Receiving a central office code of numbers in the 570 NPA is in the public interest in that it provides Commonwealth with the necessary numbering resources to provide porting capabilities to the new Genband switches. 
 Accordingly, based upon the information submitted by Commonwealth, the Commission hereby approves the Company’s request to obtain a central office code in the 570 NPA for assignment to the Dallas rate center by Neustar’s Pooling Administrator.  
In accordance with the FCC's delegation of authority to this Commission, we direct: 
· Neustar’s Pooling Administrator to assign a central office code to Commonwealth within three business days after receipt of its request and documentation pursuant to this order.
· Commonwealth to activate the central office code of numbers to accommodate the specific telecommunications needs it expressed in this request only.  
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	Sincerely,


[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Rosemary Chiavetta
	Secretary

cc:	Neustar Pooling Administrator
2

3

image2.png




image1.png
@OV
PENNSYLVANIA

PUC





