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	                    Public Meeting held July 19, 2012

Commissioners Present:

Robert F. Powelson, Chairman
John F. Coleman, Vice Chairman
Wayne E. Gardner 
James H. Cawley 
      Pamela A. Witmer 


Application of PPL Electric Utilities
Corporation, Filed Pursuant to 52 Pa.
Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G for
Approval of the Reconstruction of the                                            A-2012-2301698
Existing Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV 
Line in Archbald Borough, and Jefferson 
Township, Lackawanna County and 
Honesdale Borough and Cherry Ridge, 
South Canaan, and Texas Townships, 
Wayne, County, Pennsylvania


ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

	On April 30, 2012, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

1.  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

1.  An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

	Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Lackawanna County Planning Commission, Lackawanna County Board of Commissioners, Wayne County Board of Commissioners, Wayne County Planning Commission, Archbald Borough and Honesdale Borough Planning Commissions, Jefferson, South Canaan, Cherry Ridge and Texas Townships, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protest was filed and no hearing was held.

		In this filing PPL Electric seeks Commission approval for the reconstruction of 19.4-mile long section of the existing Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line.  PPL Electric proposes to replace portions of this aging, low capacity, single-circuit #2/0 copperweld copper wire line with a high capacity double-circuit 138/69 kV transmission line.  The project is located in Archbald Borough and Jefferson Township, Lackawanna County, and Honesdale Borough and Cherry Ridge, South Cannan and Texas Townships, Wayne County, Pennsylvania.  

		According to PPL Electric, the rebuilt Peckville-Honesdale 138/69 kV Line, together with the other two separate but related transmission line projects and the completion of the Paupack 230-69 kV substation with its associated transmission lines, will resolve violations of PPL Electric’s “Reliability Principles & Practices” (RP&P) guidelines and improve reliability and increase operating flexibility of the 69 kV systems in Lackawanna and Wayne Counties, Pennsylvania.  Each of the three transmission line projects will be the subject of a separate filing[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  In the filing for the second transmission line project, PPL Electric will seek Commission approval for the construction of 1.8 miles of new 230 kV tap line to provide a power source to a new proposed Paupack 230-69 kV Substation.    In the filing for the third transmission line project, PPL Electric will seek Commission approval for the reconstruction of a portion of the Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap and a portion of the existing Blooming Grove-Honesdale 138/69 kV lines.] 


		PPL Electric explains that presently, the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line and Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line are the only two alternative sources of electrical power to the northern Blooming Grove area.  The Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line, including the length of related taps, is 38 miles in length.  The majority of the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line is constructed for future 138- kV operation, but currently is operated at 69 kV.  This line supplies one half of the load at the Honesadale 69-12 kV Substation.  The Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line, including the length of related taps, is approximately 24 miles in length.  From the Peckville Substaion to the Varden taps, the Peckville -Varden 69 kV Line is built on single-circuit 69 kV structures and is not constructed for future 138- kV operation.  The Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line dates back to the late 1920’s, and is an insufficient electrical tie due to the small-sized conductor (#2/0 copperweld copper) and its length.  

		In addition, PPL Electric explains that the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line is a radial line (only one source of electrical power) with only 69 kV tie line (Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line) to provide a back-up source of power.  Transferring load between Blooming Grove and Peckville regional substations is limited today because, as explained earlier, the Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line is an insufficient electrical tie due to its small-sized conductor (#2/0 copperweld copper). 

		PPL Electric states that studies conducted for its transmission system revealed that, under winter peak conditions with all generation at Wallenpaupack out of service, by 2014 an outage of the single-circuit Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line occurring near the Blooming Grove 69-12 kV Substation would result in the interruption of 73 MW of load.  This interruption would violate PPL Electric’s RP&P guideline, which only allows up to 60 MW to be interrupted on transmission substations until manual sectionalizing can be performed.  Further, if there were an outage of the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV circuit, only the Honesdale 69-12 kV Substation load could be transferred over to the Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line without exceeding the winter emergency thermal rating of the conductor or causing low voltage levels.  If the West Damascus 69-12 kV Substation load also were transferred, the Peckville-Varden Line would be loaded to 106% of its winter emergency thermal rating, and the West Damascus 69 kV bus voltage would be at the lowest permissible limit.

		In addition, an outage of the Blooming Grove –West Damascus 69 kV Line would cause the customer load served by the Tennessee Gas (customer), Indian Orchard, West Damascus, and Bohemia substations to remain out of service in order for the Power Dispatcher to restore 69-kV voltage along the line to the acceptable limit.  That outage would result in the interruption of 53 MW of load (approximately 9,500 customers) for an extended period of time until repairs could be made.  This load loss would violate PPL electric’s RP&P guidelines, which only allows up to 30MW to be interrupted on distribution substations until repairs can be completed. 

		PPL Electric states that in order to resolve the issues described above, it plans with Commission’s approval, to construct three separate but related transmission line projects.  In this LON (one of the three projects), PPL Electric proposes to rebuild a 19.4-mile long section of the existing Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line.  The main portion of the existing Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line runs for 14.9 miles in a west to east direction through eastern sections of Lackawanna County and western sections of Wayne County, Pennsylvania.  At the Varden Tap, the Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line turns to the north for 4.5 miles toward the town of Honesdale.  The western terminus of the Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line, the Archbald Tap Pole, is located approximately 1.6 miles east of the Peckville 69-12 kV Substation in Archbalb Borough, Lackawanna County.  The eastern terminus of the Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line is the Honesdale Substation, located within Honesdale Borough, Wayne County.

		PPL Electric states that the proposed reconstruction of the Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line involves the rebuild of (1) approximately 8 miles of the existing single-circuit Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line from the Archbald 69 kV Tap to the Varden 69-12 kV Substation; (2) approximately 7 miles of the existing single-circuit Varden 69 kV Tap Line from the Varden 69-12 kV Substation to the Varden 69 kV Tap Pole; and (3) approximately 4.4 miles of the Blooming Grove-Honesdale 138/69 kV Line from the Varden 69 kV Tap to the Honesdale 69-12 kV Substation.  These three sections together make up the existing Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line.

		PPL Electric states that all the rebuilt lines will be direct embedded, self-supported steel mono-pole structures, unless design parameters (including but not limited to angle structures) mandate concrete foundations or guying.  The proposed single-shaft steel poles will average approximately 90-95 feet in height, and the average span length will be approximately 355 feet.  The existing wood poles average 60 feet high with average span of 175 feet.  Although the new steel mono-poles will have a greater average height than the existing wood structures, the new steel mono-poles will be placed as close to existing pole locations as practical.  Some existing locations may not be used due to PPL’s ability to construct longer spans. No new poles will be placed on property where there were previously no poles.   Altogether, this project requires the installation of approximately 290 poles, which reflects a 24 percent decrease in the total number of transmission poles along the entire line section.   

		PPL Electric states that the rebuilt Peckville-Honesdale 138/69 kV line will consist of three or six power conductors, depending on the line section, three per circuit, and one overhead ground wire.  The 138/69 kV design will utilize three 556.5 kcmil, 24/7 strand ACSR (“Aluminum Conductor Steel Reinforced”) power conductors and one 48- count optical ground wire.  The Line will be designed and constructed for future 138 kV operation but will initially operate at 69 kV until load growth in the area makes it appropriate to increase the operating voltage. 

		PPL Electric states that the proposed rebuild will be constructed entirely within PPL Electric’s existing right-of-way.  The existing center line right-of-way allows the reconstruction and reconductoring without the need for additional right-of-way.  Therefore, no additional land rights are required for the Project.  

		PPL Electric states that land use impacts as a result of the rebuilt Peckville-Honesdale 138/69 kV line are anticipated to be minimal because the Project will be located within existing PPL Electric’s right-of-way and no additional property will be required to complete the Project.  Further, the Project is located in areas that contain existing PPL Electric facilities that will be upgraded.  Interference with existing land uses will be further minimized because, where practical, PPL Electric will use previously established access roads for construction.  The proposed rebuild will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The proposed rebuild will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.
		
		The total estimated cost to reconstruct the existing single-circuit Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line for double circuit 138/69 kV operation is approximately $22,300,000.  The construction is scheduled to begin in spring 2013, to support an in-service date of November 2014.

Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(v) because the rebuilt 138/69 kV double circuit line will be constructed entirely within PPL Electric’s existing right-of-way for the single circuit Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line.  Also, because the structures for the rebuilt Line will be in substantially the same locations as the existing structures, the rebuilt 138/69 kV line will not substantially alter the existing right-of-way.  Above all, the Commission has reviewed the filing and finds it to be consistent with applicable law and Commission policy regarding transmission line siting, and therefore to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach to the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.     That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the reconstruction of the existing Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line in Archbald Borough, and Jefferson Township, Lackawanna County and Honesdale Borough and Cherry Ridge, South Canaan, and Texas Townships, Wayne, County, PA is hereby approved.

1.       That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2012-22301698 be closed.


[image: ]BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary



(SEAL) 
ORDER ADOPTED: July 19, 2012
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