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UGI Penn Natural Gas, Inc. 1307(f)


:

ORDER SUSPENDING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE, IN PART, AND

PROVIDING FOR SETTLEMENT PROCEDURES 


On July 30-31, 2012, I received information from UGI Central Penn Gas, Inc. (CPG), UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division (UGI), and UGI Penn Natural Gas, Inc. (PNG), (collectively UGI Companies) that all parties had reached a settlement in principle as to all issues in the above-captioned CPG and UGI proceedings and that, with the exception of the revenue sharing issue, all statutory parties and PNG had reached a settlement in principle as to all issues in the above-captioned PNG proceeding.  The PNG revenue sharing issue will continue to be litigated, and I will issue a separate Briefing Order.  In addition, the non-settling party in the PNG proceeding, consumer complainant George Keener, will be given the opportunity to file a brief, based on the record, and submit comments on the proposed partial settlement of the PNG case.



Hearings in these three (3) above-captioned 1307(f) proceedings had been scheduled for July 30-31, 2012; however, the July 30, 2012, hearing was cancelled on July 25, 2012 as unnecessary. 


Subsequent to my receipt of notice of the full or partial settlements in the three (3) proceedings, the parties, other than Mr. Keener, informed me that they would waive cross-examination on the remaining PNG issue and would stipulate all prepared statements of testimony into the record.  Accordingly, I held the hearing on July 31, 2012, principally for the purpose of identifying and moving the prepared statements into the record, with verifications and minor corrections.  Mr. Keener had previously been notified by voice mail that the July 30, 2012, hearing had been cancelled, but he failed to attend the July 31, 2012, hearing, of which he received notice.  The evidentiary record has now been completed.  


As there is a settlement in principle as to all parties and all issues in the CPG and UGI proceedings, it is appropriate to suspend the briefing schedule set forth in the Procedural Order dated June 15, 2012, as to those cases.  The briefing schedule will also be suspended in the PNG proceeding as to the settling parties, except for the remaining revenue sharing issue.



Settlement documents as to the CPG proceeding, which was uncontested after the filing of complaints, must be filed and received in-hand by the presiding officer no later than close of business (4:30 p.m.) on Friday, August 10, 2012.  Settlement documents as to all issues in the UGI proceeding and all issues in the PNG proceeding, with exception of the revenue sharing issue, must be filed and received in-hand by the presiding officer no later than close of business (4:30 p.m.) on Monday, August 13, 2012.  Email is acceptable for meeting the above-mentioned in-hand dates.  An electronic version in Word 2010 format or compatible and one (1) hard copy is required for all settlement documents.  


The required settlement documents include:  (1) a settlement petition by the settling parties, which would contain an introduction and procedural history, the terms and provisions of the settlement, and requested findings to comply with 66 Pa. C.S. §1318; (2) statements in support by the respective utility and all parties which filed formal complaints showing how the settlement satisfies the formal complaints of these parties; and, (3) statements of non-opposition by the other major parties.  As noted previously, complainant George Keener is not signing the settlement but will be given the opportunity to submit comments in the PNG proceeding and to file a brief.


In addition to the above settlement documents, CPG, UGI, and PNG must provide a CD to the Secretary’s Bureau in searchable pdf format of the three (3) settlement petitions, with all attachments, at the time the settlement documents are filed.  I reserve the right to schedule such telephonic conferences as are necessary to clarify settlement terms and conditions.


THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That the briefing schedule set forth in the June 15, 2012 Procedural Order is hereby suspended, in part, as noted above.


2.
That settlement documents, as required herein, be provided in-hand to the presiding officer by close of business (4:30 pm.) on Friday, August 10, 2012, as to CPG, and by Monday, August 13, 2012, as to UGI and PNG, in both an electronic version and hard copy, and filed with the Secretary’s Bureau, along with a CD of all settlement documents in searchable pdf format.
Date:
July 31, 2012




________________________________








Kandace F. Melillo







Administrative Law Judge
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