BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation	: 
For Approval Of The Siting And Construction 	:	A-2012-2304631
of the Blooming Grove - Jackson and Peckville - 	:
Jackson 138/69 kV Transmission Line in 		:
Monroe County, Pennsylvania 			:

Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 	:
For a Finding And Determination That The Service 	:	A-2012-2304648
To Be Furnished By The Applicant Through Its 	:
Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent 	:
Domain to Acquire A Right-Of-Way And 		:
Easement Over And Across The Lands Of Pocono 	:
Manor Investors, LP, In Pocono Township, Monroe 	:
County For The Proposed Blooming Grove - 	:
Jackson and Peckville - Jackson 138/69 kV 		:
Transmission Line Is Necessary Or Proper For 	:
The Service, Accommodation, Convenience Or 	:
Safety Of The Public 					:

Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 	:
For a Finding And Determination That The Service 	:	A-2012-2304649
To Be Furnished By The Applicant Through Its 	:
Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent 	:
Domain to Acquire A Right-Of-Way And 		:
Easement Over And Across The Lands Of 		:
Iroquois Ridge Partners LLP In Pocono Township, 	:
Monroe County For The Proposed Blooming Grove 	:
- Jackson and Peckville - Jackson 138/69 kV 	:
Transmission Line Is Necessary Or Proper For 	:
The Service, Accommodation, Convenience Or 	:
Safety Of The Public 					:


							
PREHEARING ORDER #4


On May 15, 2012, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or “the Company”) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) four Applications.  The first Application sought approval of the siting and construction of the Blooming Grove – Jackson and Peckville – Jackson 138/69 kV Transmission Line in Monroe County, Pennsylvania.  The other three Applications sought the exercise of eminent domain to acquire rights-of-way and easements across three properties.  One Application, involving the Estate of Charles Vassallo, was withdrawn on July 6, 2012 when an agreement was reached conveying to PPL a right-of-way and easement across its land.  

The transmission line is a 3.8 mile long double-circuit transmission line located in Jackson and Pocono Townships, Monroe County.  PPL averred in the Applications that the line is required to reduce the electrical load on the existing Blooming Grove – Jackson 138/69 kV circuit and provide operating flexibility and improved reliability for customers in Jackson, Pocono and Tobyhanna Townships in Monroe County.  

By Notice dated May 25, 2012, the Commission established an Initial Prehearing Conference for July 12, 2012.  Notices of the Applications and the Initial Prehearing Conference were published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on June 2, 2012.  42 Pa. B. 3185-3187.  No Protests were filed.  A Prehearing Conference was held as scheduled on July 12, 2012.  The only parties that attended the Prehearing Conference were PPL and the Pennsylvania Game Commission. Prehearing Order #2 was issued on July 13, 2012 affirming the procedural matters that were addressed at the prehearing conference, including consolidating the Applications and establishing the following litigation schedule:
			Other parties’ Direct Testimony		August 13, 2012
			Rebuttal Testimony				September 14, 2012
			Surrebuttal Testimony				October 4, 2012
			Written Rejoinder				October 19, 2012
			Evidentiary hearings in Harrisburg		October 24-25, 2012
			Main briefs					November 30, 2012
			Reply briefs					December 28, 2012

As noted above, on July 23, 2012, Prehearing Order #3 was issued granting a Petition for Leave to Withdraw the Application to Exercise the Power of Eminent Domain to Acquire an Easement and Right-of-Way Across the Property of the Estate of Charles L. Vassallo, Docket Number A-2012-2304653.  

		No party filed Direct Testimony on August 13, 2012.

		On September 5, 2012, PPL filed a Motion to Reschedule Hearings.  In its Motion, PPL stated that the basis for its Motion was to expedite the proceeding, as it appears that no party intends to present evidence in opposition to the approval of the Applications by the Commission.  Motion at 1-2.  PPL notes that the time for the submission of such evidence, as established in Prehearing Order #2, has passed and no party served evidence in opposition to the Applications.  Id. at 2, 3.  

As such, PPL requested that the hearing scheduled for October 24 and 25, 2012 be moved to an earlier date, either September 25, 2012 or October 3, 2012.  PPL indicated that its witnesses will be available for the hearings on those dates to the extent any party wished to participate in the hearings.  In support of its request, PPL stated that the procedural schedule should be expedited because the Applications are unopposed.  PPL stated that, in order to more effectively meet the deadlines associated with the project’s in service date, as explained in the Applications, PPL is requesting that the hearing in this matter be moved forward.

PPL indicated in its Motion that it has attempted to contact the parties that have filed a notice of appearance, as well as the unrepresented condemnee, and has received no opposition to its request.  PPL added that it was unable to reach a representative of Pocono Manor Investors, LP.  The Certificate of Service that accompanied the Motion, however, included Pocono Manor Investors, LP, as well as all parties that received the Applications when originally filed.  Although the twenty (20) day period to Answer PPL’s Motion has not yet expired, Section 1.2 of the Commission’s regulations provides that “this subpart shall be liberally construed to secure the just, speedy and inexpensive determination of every action or proceeding to which it is applicable.”  52 Pa. Code § 1.2(a).  The Commission’s regulations further authorize the presiding officer to “regulate the course of the proceeding.”  52 Pa. Code § 5.483(a).

In light of the fact that no one has formally opposed the Applications, PPL’s request to expedite this matter, the significant notice of this proceeding potential parties have received of this proceeding (including, inter alia, receipt of the Applications, publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, notice of the Initial Prehearing Conference and receipt of the Prehearing Order establishing the procedural schedule) and the Commission regulations discussed above, I find that it is reasonable to grant PPL’s Motion at this time. 

As such, because PPL’s Motion is reasonable and unopposed, it will be granted.  The hearings scheduled in this matter for October 24 and 25, 2012, will be rescheduled to October 3, 2012.  At that time, as well, the briefing schedule for this case may be modified as well.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Motion to Reschedule Hearings in the above-captioned consolidated Applications and dated September 5, 2012, is hereby granted.  

2. That the procedural schedule established in Prehearing Order #2 dated July 13, 2012 is hereby rescinded.

3. That the Hearings currently scheduled for this case for October 24 and 25, 2012 are rescheduled to October 3, 2012.

4. That all other aspects of prior Prehearing Orders remain in effect.


Date: September 13, 2012										
							Joel H. Cheskis
							Administrative Law Judge
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