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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:
On August 17, 2012, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne or the Company) filed Supplement No. 9 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 3S.  Supplement No. 9 proposes to revise two separate Electric Generation Supplier (EGS) charges.  The Company states that it proposes these changes to further enhance competition in the Company’s service territory.  Supplement No. 9 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No. 3S, is proposed to be effective on October 16, 2012.
Background
In the Commission’s Investigation of Pennsylvania’s Retail Electricity Market: Intermediate Work Plan, Order adopted March 1, 2012, at Docket                No. I-201102237952, certain parties argued that Duquesne’s EGS charges presented a barrier to competition.  The Commission agreed that Duquesne’s EGS charges may pose a concern and directed that issues regarding Duquesne Light’s supplier charges may be raised by EGSs in Duquesne’s default supply program proceeding. 
Discussion

As indicated above, Supplement No. 9 proposes to revise two separate Electric Generation Supplier (EGS) charges.  
Duquesne Light proposes to revise Rule 9.6 of its EGS Coordination Tariff to allow EGSs to utilize up to five scheduling coordinators at no cost to the EGS.  Currently, the Company charges EGSs to use more than one scheduling coordinator.  Under the revised rule, Duquesne Light will only charge EGSs if they utilize more than five scheduling coordinators.  In the event an EGS chooses to use more than five scheduling coordinators, the EGS will be billed for the Company’s cost to set up and administer additional scheduling coordinators pursuant to the Technical Support and Assistance Charge provisions of the Company’s Supplier Tariff.  Duquesne opines that this proposed tariff change will give EGSs additional flexibility in utilizing multiple scheduling coordinators and at the same time allow Duquesne Light to recover certain administrative costs in the event EGSs use more than five scheduling coordinators.  Duquesne notes that it currently has 54 registered EGSs in its service territory, and only one EGS currently uses multiple scheduling coordinators.
The second change to Duquesne’s EGS Supplier Coordination Tariff is that the Company will provide customer load information, with customer consent, only to EGSs or other customer-authorized representatives, for up to five requests for the same account in a calendar year at no charge, after which subsequent requests will be charged according to the Table of Charges
.  Duquesne further supports that this proposed change will give EGSs more flexibility in requesting customer data and at the same time provides Duquesne Light an opportunity to recover administrative costs associated with providing data in response to multiple requests for data for the same account.
In its filing Duquesne, points out that the bills of retail tariff customers will not be affected by the change.  The Company states that the changes are related to the EGS Coordination Tariff, and therefore will only affect the EGSs licensed to do business within the Duquesne Zone and who conduct business in a manner affected by these rule changes.  Duquesne anticipates that more EGSs may take advantage of these rule changes by using multiple scheduling coordinators and by making multiple requests for customer load data.
Conclusion
The Commission recognizes that Duquesne has proactively attempted to address the issues raised in the March 1, 2012, Intermediate Work Plan Order concerning supplier charges.  We believe that the changes proposed by Duquesne to its supplier coordination tariff are a step in the right direction and may help mitigate barriers to electric supplier competition.  However, by approving the changes proposed in this Order, we are not precluding EGSs from raising issues of Duquesne’s supplier charges in Duquesne’s default supplier program proceeding. 
No objections have been received, and no complaints have been filed against this tariff. Upon our review, the changes implemented by the proposed tariff supplement do not appear to be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable, or contrary to the public interest.  

Accordingly, we will permit Supplement No. 9 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No.3S to become effective on the date requested.  However, approval of this filing does not constitute a determination that the filing is lawful, just or reasonable, but only that further investigation or suspension does not appear to be warranted at this time; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Duquesne Light Company’s Supplement No. 9 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No.3S is hereby permitted to become effective on October 16, 2012.

2. That this Order is without prejudice to any issues that may be raised by any party with respect to the tariff changes implemented by Supplement No. 9 to Tariff Electric Pa. P.U.C. No.3S  in future proceedings.
3. That the proceeding at Docket Nos. R-2012-2320394 be closed.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: October 11, 2012
ORDER ENTERED: October 11, 2012
� Supplement No.9 to Electric – PA. P.U.C. No.3S Second Revised Page No. 42A, Table of Charges: An EGS or other customer-authorized representative must pay charges stated below.  If the Company has already provided load data to a customer or its authorized representative five (5) times for the same account in a calendar year, the customer will be charged for subsequent requests in that year at $60 per request.
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