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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

	On July 19, 2012, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Petition for Waiver (“PFW”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 5.43 and 57.72(e), for waiver of certain provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s (“Commission”) regulations governing the review and approval of the siting and construction of high voltage electric transmission lines set forth at 52 Pa. Code §§ 57.71 et seq., together with a Letter of Notification (“LON”) requesting Commission approval of the siting and construction of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line (“Paupack-Honesdale Line”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72(d) authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing  	transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or    
	configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-
  	of-way.

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

1. An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.
	Copies of the joint PFW and LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Wayne County Planning Commission, Wayne County Board of Commissioners, Paupack Township Planning Commission, Cherry Ridge Township Planning Commission, Palmyra Township Planning Commission, Paupack Township Board of Supervisors, Palmyra Township Board of Supervisors, Cherry Ridge Township and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protests were filed and no hearing were held.

		In the LON part of the joint filing, PPL Electric seeks Commission approval for the siting and construction of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Line in Paupack, Palmyra and Cherry Ridge Townships, Wayne County, Pennsylvania.  This Project is the third of three separate but related transmission line projects PPL Electric proposes to execute, to resolve violations of PPL Electric’s “Reliability Principles and Practices” (“RP&P”) guidelines and reinforce the 69 kV transmission systems in Lackawanna and Wayne Counties, Pennsylvania.  Each transmission line Project has been the subject of a separate filing.[footnoteRef:1]  This third transmission line Project is the final phase of the plan for reinforcement of the 69 kV transmission systems in Lackawanna and Wayne counties. [1:  On April 30, 2012, PPL Electric filed a Letter of Notification for the first transmission line Project, at Docket No. A-2012-2301698, which was approved by the Commission on July 19, 2012. Therein, PPL Electric seeks Commission approval for the reconstruction of 19.4 miles of the existing single circuit Peckville-Honesdale 69 kV Line for double circuit 138/69 kV operation.

On June 11, 2012, PPL Electric filed a Letter of Notification for the second transmission line project, at Docket No. A-2012-2309315, which was approved by the Commission on September 27, 2012. Therein, PPL Electric seeks Commission approval of the construction of two single circuit 230 kV lines each 0.9 miles in length, the Peckville - Paupack 230 kV Line and the Paupack - Blooming Grove 230 kV Lines, to supply power to the proposed Paupack 230-69 kV Substation.] 


		Regarding this LON, PPL Electric proposes to reconstruct 2.9 miles of the existing single-circuit Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap Line and 4.0 miles of the existing single-circuit Blooming Grove-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line for double circuit 138/69 kV operation (hereinafter, these reconstructed lines will be referred to as the "Reconstructed Line Segment").  PPL Electric also proposes to connect the Reconstructed Line Segment to the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation by constructing 0.5 mile of new double circuit 138/69 kV line (hereinafter, "Connecting Line Segment"). The total Project length is 7.4 miles.  Collectively, these line segments will make up the proposed double-circuit Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line.  PPL Electric states that the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line, together with the Paupack Substation and the other two separate but related transmission line Projects, will resolve violations of PPL Electric's RP&P guidelines and improve reliability and increase operating flexibility of the 69 kV systems in Lackawanna and Wayne Counties.

		PPL Electric explains that presently, the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line and Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line are the only two sources of electrical power to the northern Blooming Grove area.  The Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line, including the related taps, is 38 miles in length.[footnoteRef:2]  The majority of the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line is constructed for future 138 kV operation, but currently is operated at 69 kV.  The line supplies one half of the load at the Honesdale 69-12 kV Substation.  The Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line, including the related taps, is approximately 24 miles in length.[footnoteRef:3]  From the Peckville Substation to the Varden Tap, the [2:  With its related taps, the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line runs from (1) the Blooming Grove
69-12 kV Substation to the Kimbles 69-12 kV Substation, where it shares the line route and double-circuit
69 kV structures with the Blooming Grove-Honesdale 69 kV Line; (2) then from the Kimbles 69-12 kV
Substation to the Honesdale 69-12 kV Substation, with a normally open (sectionalizing) point located at the Honesdale Substation; and (3) then from the Honesdale 69-12 kV Substation to the West Damascus 69-12 kV Substation. 
]  [3:  The Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line runs from the Peckville 69-12 kV Substation to the Varden 69 kV Tap
Line, with a normally open (sectionalizing) point located at the Varden 69 kV Tap Line.] 

Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line is built on single-circuit 69 kV structures and is not constructed for future 138 kV operation.  The Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line dates to the late 1920s and is an insufficient electrical tie due to its small-sized conductor (#2/0 copperweld copper) and its length.  The Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line is a radial line (only one source of electrical power) with only one 69 kV tie line (the Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line) to provide a back-up source of power.  Transferring load between the Blooming Grove and Peckville regional substations is limited today because, as explained above, the Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line is an insufficient electrical tie due to its small-sized conductor (#2/0 copperweld copper).

		Further, PPL Electric states that studies conducted for its transmission system revealed that, under winter peak conditions with all generation at Wallenpaupack out of service, by 2014 an outage of the single-circuit Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line occurring near the Blooming Grove 69-12 kV Substation, i.e., a single circuit outage, would interrupt 73 MW of load.  This interruption would violate PPL Electric's RP&P guideline for maximum allowable load loss for a single-circuit line outage, which only allows up to 60 MW to be interrupted until manual sectionalizing can be performed.  Furthermore, if there were an outage of the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV circuit, only the Honesdale 69-12 kV Substation load could be transferred to the Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line without exceeding the winter emergency thermal rating of the conductor or causing low voltage levels.  If the West Damascus 69-12 kV Substation load also were transferred, the Peckville-Varden 69 kV Line would be loaded to 106% of its winter emergency thermal rating, and the West Damascus 69 kV bus voltage would be at the lowest permissible limit.[footnoteRef:4]   [4:  Transmission lines have a maximum rated thermal capacity, which is the maximum electrical current they can safely carry. When a transmission line overloads, the conductor, the hardware securing the conductor and the line terminal equipment begin to overheat.  Overloading transmission lines may cause permanent damage to transmission infrastructure and substantial and prolonged power outages.
] 


In addition, an outage of the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line would cause the customer load served by the Tennessee Gas distribution substation (customer-owned), Indian Orchard distribution substation, West Damascus distribution substation, and Bohemia distribution substation to remain interrupted in order for the Power Dispatcher to restore 69-kV voltage along the line to the acceptable lower limit.  That outage would result in the interruption of 53 MW of load (approximately 9,500 customers) for an extended period of time until repairs could be made.  This load loss would violate PPL Electric's RP&P guideline, which only allows up to 30 MW to be interrupted until repairs can be completed.  

In order to resolve the single-circuit contingency issues described above, PPL Electric planned to construct three separate but related transmission line Projects.  After all three Projects have been completed a single-circuit outage on the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV circuit occurring near the Blooming Grove Substation would not interrupt load for an extended period of time after switching is completed. 
		
PPL Electric states further that the studies conducted for PPL Electric's transmission system also revealed that under winter peak conditions with all generation at Wallenpaupack out of service, by 2014, an outage of both the Blooming Grove-West Damascus and Blooming Grove-Honesdale 69 kV lines, i.e., a double-circuit outage, occurring near the Blooming Grove Substation, would interrupt 133 MW of load.[footnoteRef:5]  This interruption would violate PPL Electric's RP&P for maximum allowable load loss for a double-circuit line outage, which allows only 120 MW or less of load to be interrupted until manual sectionalizing can be performed.   [5:  From the Blooming Grove Substation to the Kimbles 69-12 kV Substation, the Blooming Grove-West
Damascus 69 kV circuit is built on double-circuit 69 kV structures, sharing the line route and those
structures with the Blooming Grove-Honesdale 69 kV circuit.
] 


In addition, the double-circuit outage of the Blooming Grove-West
Damascus and Blooming Grove-Honesdale 69 kV single circuit lines would require load served by the Tennessee Gas distribution substation (customer-owned), Bohemia distribution substation, Kimbles distribution substation, and Tafton distribution substation to remain interrupted in order for the Power Dispatcher to restore 69 kV voltage along the line to the acceptable lower limit.  Indeed, only 65 MW of the total 133 MW could be restored with voltage remaining within acceptable levels at the local 69 kV substation buses.  Therefore, such an outage would result in approximately 68 MW that would remain interrupted for an extended period of time until repairs can be completed.  This load loss would violate PPL Electric's RP&P guideline for maximum allowable load loss for a double-circuit line outage, which only allows up to 45 MW to be interrupted until overhead line repairs can be completed.  In general, the amount of time to repair a damaged overhead transmission line might extend through one work day or longer. Further, under winter peak conditions with all generation at Wallenpaupack out of service, by 2014 the projected loading on the Blooming Grove-West Damascus 69 kV Line will be 72 MW.  This loading would violate the RP&P guideline which recommends that loading on a 69 kV not exceed 60 MW so that the load from an out-of-service line can be transferred to the remaining in-service line and still operate that line within its emergency ampacity rating while maintaining acceptable voltage.

PPL Electric states that after completion of this Project, together with the previously filed second transmission Project, a double-circuit outage on the Blooming Grove-West Damascus and Blooming Grove-Honesdale 69 kV single circuits occurring near the Blooming Grove Substation, would not interrupt load for an extended period of time after switching is completed.  Additionally, this Project, together with the previously filed second transmission line Project, also will resolve the reliability double-circuit contingency violations described below.

In the LON for the second transmission line Project approved by the Commission on September 27, 2012, at Docket No. A-2012-2309315, PPL Electric proposed to build the new Paupack Substation along SR 3031 in northwestern Paupack Township, Wayne County.  PPL Electric stated that the new Paupack Substation will be located near the Lakeville Tap between the Blooming Grove and Peckville Substations, which is centrally located to the load it will serve.  The Paupack Substation will tie into the Blooming Grove-Honesdale and Blooming Grove-West Damascus 139/69 kV lines, will reduce the load on these lines by providing a new 230 kV source, and will reduce the exposure of each line through re-sectionalizing.  The Paupack Substation will provide a backup source to the Blooming Grove and Peckville Substations using interconnected 69 kV lines.  This backup source would be needed during a single contingency outage of one or more of these lines.  The new Paupack Substation will be connected to the existing 138/69 kV transmission systems by building the proposed double circuit Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line that consists of three segments as summarized below. The proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line will be connected to the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation by construction of the new double circuit 138/69 kV Connecting Line.  The new Connecting Line will extend 0.5 miles from the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation to the Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap where it will tie into the Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap.  Approximately 0.2 miles of the Connecting Line will be constructed within the PPL Electric-owned site for the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation.  The remaining 0.3 miles will be constructed within a new right-of-way previously acquired by PPL Electric.  The proposed Connecting Line will consist of approximately 4 single-shaft steel pole tangent structures equipped with upswept arms, and approximately 4 angle structures that may consist of single or two-pole structures depending on the severity of the angle.

The existing single-circuit Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap will be reconstructed for double-circuit 138/69 kV operation. The reconstructed section of the Lakeville
138/69 kV Tap will extend 2.9 miles from its Tap point on the existing Blooming Grove-
Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line to a point at which it will tie into the
Connecting Line described above.  The Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap will be constructed entirely within the existing right-of-way.  The existing Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap is supported by 61 poles with an average height of approximately 70 feet and an average span of 263 feet.  The proposed rebuilt transmission Line will consist of approximately 39 single-shaft steel pole tangent structures equipped with upswept arms, and approximately 3 angle structures that may consist of single or two pole structures, depending on the severity of the angle.  The existing single-circuit Blooming Grove-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line will be reconstructed for double-circuit 138/69 kV operation.  The reconstructed section of the Blooming Grove-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line will extend approximately 4.0 miles from the Lakeville Tap pole, where it will tie into the reconstructed Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap described above, to the Varden 138/69 kV Tap.  The existing Blooming Grove-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line is supported by 79 poles with an average height of approximately 70 feet and an average span of 263 feet.  The proposed rebuilt transmission Line will consist of approximately 38 single-shaft steel pole tangent structures equipped with upswept arms, and approximately 17 angle structures that may consist of single or two pole structures, depending on the severity of the angle.  Collectively, the three transmission line segments will make up the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line.

		PPL Electric states that the proposed Paupack-Honesdale kV Transmission Line will be designed and constructed for future 138 kV, double-circuit operation but initially will be operated as a double circuit 69 kV until load growth in the area makes it appropriate to increase the operating voltage.  The proposed double-circuit Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line will utilize six 556 kcmil,[footnoteRef:6] 24/7 stranding, ACSR[footnoteRef:7] conductors and one 48 count optical ground wire for lightning protection and communication between circuit breakers that remove the line from service should a fault in the line be detected.  This Project requires the installation of approximately 106 poles, which reflects approximately a 33 percent decrease in the total number of poles.  The proposed single-shaft steel poles will average approximately 83 feet tall and the average span length will be approximately 386 feet. [6:  Wire sizes are expressed in thousands of circular mils (kcmil),  A circular mil is the cross-sectional area of a wire   
   one mil in diameter, where 1 kcmil = 0.5067 mm2.
]  [7:  Aluminum conductor steel reinforced.] 


		PPL Electric states that the proposed Lines will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The proposed Lines will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code ("NESC") minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  No communication towers, pipelines, or other utilities will be affected by the proposed Paupack-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  The closest airport is the Cherry Ridge Airport, which is a public airport located approximately .025 miles from the northern-most portion of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  Impacts to this airport are not expected due the location of the Project in relation to the orientation of the runways and the fact that electrical structures located near the project site are taller than those proposed herein.  PPL Electric will file the appropriate notifications with the PennDOT Bureau of Aviation and the Federal Aviation Administration to confirm that the proposed Lines will not be a hazard to flight operations at these airports.

PPL Electric states that the proposed rebuild of the Reconstructed Line Segment will be entirely within the existing rights-of-way.  The existing rights-of-way are sufficient to accommodate the reconstructed transmission lines without the need for additional right-of-way.  Therefore, no additional rights-of-way are required for the Reconstructed Line Segment of the Project.  Approximately 0.2 miles of the Connecting Line will be constructed within the PPL Electric-owned site for the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation.  The remaining 0.3 miles will be constructed within a new right-of-way previously acquired by PPL Electric.  Therefore, no additional rights-of-way are required for the construction of the Connecting Line segment of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  PPL Electric states that the Project is also located in areas that contain existing PPL Electric facilities that will be upgraded.  Interference with existing land uses will be further minimized because, where practical, PPL Electric will use previously established access roads for construction.  It is anticipated that the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line will have minimal incremental impacts on the area.

		PPL Electric also states that it provided information regarding the proposed project to representatives of Cherry Ridge, Palmyra, and Paupack Townships and their respective planning commissions.  PPL Electric also provided information to the Board of Commissioners and Planning Commission for Wayne County.  These entities have not objected to the proposed Line. 

		The total estimated cost for the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line is approximately $7,800,000.  The construction is scheduled to begin in Spring 2013 to support a required in-service date of November 2014.

As stated earlier, this filing is a joint PFW and LON.  In the PFW part of the joint filing, PPL Electric seeks from the Commission such waivers as are necessary or appropriate to permit PPL Electric to proceed by means of this LON for the siting and construction of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  According to PPL Electric, use of a LON will permit PPL Electric to complete the filings required for approval in a much shorter period of time than the time that would be required to prepare a complete siting Application for the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line.  Further, regulatory review in a shorter period of time will enable PPL Electric to complete construction of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line and maintain the construction in-service dates for all three of the separate but related transmission line Projects that are required to reinforce the 69 kV systems in Lackawanna and Wayne Counties.

In reviewing the Project, PPL Electric explains that the proposed Project, 7.4 miles in total length, can be separated into two distinct components.  The first component of the Project is the reconstruction of 2.9 miles of the existing single-circuit Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap Line and 4.0 miles of the existing single-circuit Blooming Grove-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line for double-circuit 138/69 kV operation. The proposed Reconstructed Line Segment will be entirely within the existing rights-of-way.  The second component of the Project is the construction of the Connecting Line, that will extend 0.5 mile, to connect the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line to the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation.  Approximately 0.2 miles of the Connecting Line will be constructed within the PPL Electric-owned site for the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation.  The remaining 0.3 miles will be constructed within a new right-of-way previously acquired by PPL Electric.  PPL Electric believes that because approximately 6.9 miles of the Project will be constructed entirely within existing right-of-way with an existing transmission line and only approximately 0.5 miles of the Project will be constructed within right-of-way or land purchased recently by PPL Electric for this Project, the most practical and efficient method to obtain Commission review and approval for the siting of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line is a LON under 52 Pa. Code Pa. Code § 57.72(d) rather than a full Application under 52 Pa Code §§ 57.71(a)-(c) given that preparation of a full Application requires the completion of numerous studies, reports, maps and diagrams that are not required to prepare a Letter of Notification.

The Commission's regulation at 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d) sets forth the circumstances under which an electric public utility may seek Commission approval for the siting and construction of a proposed high voltage transmission line by means of a LON instead of a full Application as enumerated earlier on page 2.  Obviously, as proposed, the Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line does not meet the strict definition of any one of the circumstances in which a LON may be used, as set forth at 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d).  The proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line, however, nearly fits within several of the circumstances in which a LON may be used in lieu of an Application.  PPL Electric is requesting a waiver of the strict application of the aforementioned regulations to allow PPL Electric to file a LON in lieu of an Application for Commission review and approval to site and construct the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line. 

PPL Electric states that the Commission's Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure at 52 Pa. Code § 5.43 allow for petitions for waiver of any of the Commission's regulations.  More specifically, the Commission's transmission line siting regulations at 52 Pa. Code §57.72(e) specifically permit petitions to request that portions of these specific siting regulations be waived.  It states: 

(e)             The Commission or the presiding officer may —
upon the petition of any party, upon the Commission's  own
motion,  or  upon  the  presiding  officer's  own  motion   —
waive   one  or  more  or  all  of   the   requirements  in  this
subchapter.           The   petition   shall   clearly    state    the
requirements   sought to be waived and the reasons therefor.

52 Pa. Code § 57.72(e).


Based on this provision, PPL Electric requested a waiver of the strict Application of 52. Pa Code §57.72(d)(1) to permit PPL Electric to seek approval of the siting and construction of Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line, which is one of three separate but related transmission Projects needed to resolve violations of PPL Electric's RP&P guidelines and reinforce the 69 kV systems in Lackawanna and Wayne Counties.

In support of this request, PPL Electric reasons that Letters of Notification are permitted if the proposed transmission line to be "reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed line does not substantially alter the right-of-way." 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d) (l)(v).  Here, the 6.9 miles of the Reconstructed Line Segment of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line will be reconstructed entirely within the existing rights-of-way for the Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap Line and Blooming Grove-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  A portion of the 0.5 mile Connecting Line will be constructed within a new right-of-way and on a tract of land recently acquired by PPL Electric.  The only issue is whether the proposed transmission line will "substantially alter the right-of-way."  PPL Electric believes that the reconstructed segments of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line will not have significant incremental impacts on the existing rights-of-way for the following reasons:

      	(a)    The existing rights-of-way and easements for the Reconstructed Line Segment, provide the necessary property rights to reconstruct the Line and switch structures in the Line.
    	 
	(b) The existing right-of-way for the Reconstructed Line Segment allows the reconstruction and reconductoring without the need for additional right-of-way.  The existing right-of-way varies in width from 70 feet to 100 feet wide and sufficient to accommodate and rebuild the line.
	
	(c) The additional right-of-way needed for the Connecting Line is in place. Approximately 0.2 miles of the Connecting Line will be constructed within the PPL Electric owned site for the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation.  The remaining 0.3 miles will be constructed within a new right-of-way already acquired by PPL Electric.
	
	(d) Except for the Connecting Lines, vegetation has been or will be cleared to reduce vegetation-related power outages and, therefore, the impacts to vegetation on the right-of-way will be minimized at the time of reconstruction.  The previously acquired right-of-way for the 0.5 mile Connecting Line is almost entirely forested and some tree clearing along the right-of-way will be required. PPL Electric will apply its Specifications for Initial Clearing and Control of Vegetation on or Adjacent to Electric Right-of-Way through Use of Herbicides, Mechanical, and Hand Clearing Techniques" to mitigate any impacts.

	(e) Altogether, this Project requires the installation of approximately 107 poles, which reflects a 33 percent decrease in the total number of transmission poles along the existing sections the Reconstructed Line Segment.  The proposed single-shaft steel poles will average approximately 83 feet in height and the average span length will be approximately 386 feet.

	(f) Although the new steel mono-poles will have a greater average height than the existing wood structures, some existing locations may not be used due to PPL Electric's ability to construct longer spans.  No new poles will be placed on property where there were previously no poles, and except for the Connecting Line, no property will have a greater number of poles on it than are on it presently.

Further, PPL Electric states that the Commission's regulations permit use of a Letter of Notification if the length of a proposed transmission line is two miles or less. 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l)(vi).  The Connecting Line will extend 0.5 miles to connect the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line to the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation.
Approximately 0.2 miles of the Connecting Line will be constructed within the PPL Electric-owned site for the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation, which PPL Electric has already acquired.  The remaining 0.3 miles will be constructed within a new right-of-way already acquired by PPL Electric.  Therefore, only 0.3 miles of the Project will be built within new right-of-way.  This segment of the Project is less than two miles.  PPL Electric argues that the Commission has approved similar requests granting waivers of certain regulations regarding Commission Review of Siting and Construction of Electric Transmission Lines at 52 Pa Code § 57.71 et seq., which include the following:

(a) In Letter of Notification of West Penn Power Company filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 with respect to reconstruction and relocation of the Allegheny Ludlum No. 2 138 kV Transmission Line in the City of Lower Burrell, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, Docket No. A-2012-22813 99 (March 1, 2012), the Commission approved a Letter of Notification for the construction of a 2.7 mile transmission line project proposed by West Penn Power Company.  The project involved a 2.34 mile section of line that would be reconstructed within existing rights-of-way.  The project also involved a new 0.32 mile section that required a new right-of-way.  In approving the Letter of Notification, the Commission found: (1) no party intervened to object to the filing or assert there was a substantial alteration to any of the right of ways;  (2) no pole locations will be changed in the reconstructed portion of the line, and no new poles will be placed on property where there were previously no poles, except the new 0.32 mile portion of the line;  (3) the existing center line right-of-way allows the reconstruction and reconductoring without the need for additional right-of-way;  (4) the additional rights-of-way needed for the new 0.32 mile portion of the line are in place; and  (5) there will be little or no change in the footprint of the poles.  Based on these findings, the Commission held that the Letter of Notification met the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(l)(v) and (vi) because a portion of the line is an HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed and, a separate portion being relocated is less than two miles in length.

	(b) In Petition for Waiver of Certain Provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission's Regulations for Commission Review of Siting and Construction of Electric Transmission Lines set forth at 52 Pa. Code § 57.71 et seq., Docket No. P-2008-2037618 (June 27, 2008), the Commission approved Penelec's request for a waiver from section 57.72(d) of the Commission's siting regulations.  Penelec proposed to connect a new ethanol plant to the grid by extending a 115 kV transmission line.  The total length of the project was 3.9 miles.  The route for the extension would follow an existing 34.5 kV circuit for approximately 3.1 miles, after which it would require construction of 0.3 miles in new right-of-way and an additional 0.5 miles of new construction located on the ethanol plant property.  The project also required 10 to 15 feet of additional rights-of-way on both sides of the existing circuit.  The Commission noted that most of the line extension in question was located on an existing right-of-way of a 34.5 kV line and across the property of the sole customer being served by the line.  The Commission further noted that, for the most part, the extension is a rebuild of an existing line, and was not significantly longer than the two-mile standard at § 57.72(d)(l)(vi).  The Commission therefore approved Penelec's request for a waiver and ordered Penelec to file a Letter of Notification.

For the reasons provided above, PPL Electric requests that the Commission approve this waiver request and accept this Joint Petition for Waiver and Letter of Notification requesting approval to site and reconstruct the proposed Paupack-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line.

In its Petition, PPL Electric requests that it be allowed to file a letter of notification in lieu of application for the project.  Section 57.72(d) sets forth the circumstances under which a letter of notification in lieu of an application for the construction of an HV line may be granted.  In addition, the Commission’s Transmission Line Siting Regulations, at 52 Pa. Code §57.72(e) permit portions of these specific siting regulations be waived.  Although the Project, as proposed, does not fit squarely within the exceptions to the application requirement listed in 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d), the Project nearly fits within several of the circumstances in which a LON may be used in lieu of an Application.  

First, Letters of Notification are permitted if the proposed transmission line to be "reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed line does not substantially alter the right-of-way." 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d) (l)(v).  Here, the 6.9 miles of the Reconstructed Line Segment of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line will be reconstructed entirely within the existing rights-of-way for the Lakeville 138/69 kV Tap Line and Blooming Grove-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line.  A portion of the 0.5 mile Connecting Line will be constructed within a new right-of-way and on a tract of land recently acquired by PPL Electric.  The only issue is whether the proposed transmission line will "substantially alter the right-of-way."  The Commission has considered the reasons by PPL Electric (see (a) thru (f) of pages 13 &14) and concluded that PPL Electric has provided sufficient reasons to support its belief that the reconstructed segments of the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line will not have significant incremental impacts on the existing rights-of-way.

Second, the Commission’s regulations permit use of a Letter of Notification if the length of a proposed transmission line is two miles or less. 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l)(vi).  The Connecting Line will extend 0.5 miles to connect the proposed Paupack-Honesdale Transmission Line to the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation.  Approximately 0.2 miles of the Connecting Line will be constructed within the PPL Electric-owned site for the Paupack 230-69 kV Substation, which PPL Electric has already acquired.  The remaining 0.3 miles will be constructed within a new right-of-way already acquired by PPL Electric.  Therefore, only 0.3 miles of the Project will be built within new right-of-way.  This segment of the Project is less than two miles.  
 
PPL Electric has cited two cases of similar circumstances (see (a) and (b) pages 15 and 16) where the Commission granted waivers of certain regulations regarding Commission Review of Siting and Construction of Electric Transmission Line in §57.71et seq.  In a recent Petition by Trans-Allegheny Interstate Line Company (TrAILCo)[footnoteRef:8], the Commission denied the Petition for reasons which include TrAILCo not serving the owners of the property over which the proposed line was to cross.  In this instant case, all owners of property within the right-of-way for the proposed Paupack-Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line were notified by PPL Electric representatives and sent a letter summarizing the construction of these line sections.  Owners of land in the vicinity of the Project were invited to attend several open houses on the Project and on related filings.  Further, copies of this Letter of Notification were served on the landowners. [8:  Petition of TrAILCo for waiver of certain provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Regulations for Commission Review of Siting and Construction of Electric Transmission Lines Set Forth at 52 Pa. Code §57.71et seq., Docket No. P-2012-2289393 (Order entered April 12, 2012).] 


Upon review, the Commission finds that the proposed Project substantially satisfies the criteria to file a LON.  While the proposed Project does not fit the technical requirements of the exceptions outlined in §57.72(d), inasmuch as the project meets several of the exceptions, permission to file a LON is nevertheless appropriate in this case, and will be granted pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(e).  Further, PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1) because of the waiver being granted.  Above all, the Commission has reviewed the filing and finds it to be consistent with applicable law and Commission policy regarding transmission line siting, and therefore to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach to the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(e) the Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for Waiver of Certain Provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Regulations for Commission Review of Siting and Construction of Electric Transmission Lines set forth at 52 Pa. Code §57.71et seq. is hereby granted. 

2. The Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Filed Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G, for Approval of the Siting and Construction of the Paupack-Honesdale #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line in Paupack, Palmyra and Cherry Ridge Townships, Wayne County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.


3. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2012-2315540 be closed.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary



(SEAL) 
ORDER ADOPTED: October 24, 2012
ORDER ENTERED:  October 24, 2012
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