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Letter of Notification of PECO Energy 




A-2012-2326394

Company filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter
57 for approval to reconductor and reconfigure
the Plymouth Meeting-Bryn Mawr 138 kV 
transmission line in Plymouth, Upper Merion 
and Lower Merion Townships in Montgomery 
County and Radnor and Haverford Townships
in Delaware County, Pennsylvania 

ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:


On September 26, 2012, PECO Energy Company (“PECO”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) and (v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

            (ii)      An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
(v)  An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Montgomery County, Delaware County and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service, including township officials.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.



PECO seeks the Commission’s approval to reconductor and reconfigure the single circuit Plymouth Meeting-Bryn Mawr 138kV transmission line in Plymouth, Upper Merion and Lower Merion Townships in Montgomery County and Radnor and Haverford Townships in Delaware County, Pennsylvania.  PECO intends to reconductor and reconstruct a 6.5 mile section of the existing line with new conductors of higher capacity to safely and reliably transmit the load over the line.  A majority of the existing structures will be replaced.  The project will take place in the existing transmission line right-of-way.


Upgrading the conductors along this transmission line is necessary to resolve potential reliability issues in the event of a contingency outage of certain 138kV transmission lines in the area.  The PJM Interconnection, LLC (PJM) is requiring PECO to upgrade the Plymouth Meeting-Bryn Mawr transmission line as a result of regional reliability planning analysis.  As a transmission owner in the PJM service territory, PECO is required to follow the PJM Reliability Planning Criteria.  


The length of the existing single circuit Plymouth Meeting-Bryn Mawr 138kV transmission line is a total of 9.8 miles.  Reconductoring this single circuit line is proposed for a 6.5 mile section with new higher capacity conductors.  The existing line uses 477kcmil aluminum conductors that will be replaced with 900kcmil Aluminum Conductors Self-Supporting (“ACSF”).  The remaining 3.3 miles of the line already has conductors of sufficient capacity and no work is needed on that portion other than installation of the Optical Ground Wire (“OPGW”).  This project is expected to begin as soon as possible and is needed in service by June 1, 2013, pending approvals, in order to meet the requirements of PJM.  


The portion of the line being reconductored and reconstructed contains a mix of approximately 90 wood and steel pole structures ranging in height from 44 feet to 149 feet.  Nine of these structures will be retained, 13 structures will be removed and the locations left vacant and the remaining 68 structures will be replaced with steel monopole structures.  The structures on the reconstructed line will range in height from 60 to 149 feet.  A few structures will see a substantial increase in height.  Structure number 9-13 is proposed to increase from the existing 66 foot H-Frame structure to a 110 foot steel monopole.  This is an approximate increase of 44 feet and 66 percent.  The location of the new monopoles will be within 20 feet of the current structure’s location.  PECO stated that no new structures are anticipated to be installed on property currently without a structure.  All new support structures will be constructed in areas for which PECO has property ownership, easement rights or a license from SEPTA. 


PECO states that a combination of loading, configuration and distance will cause the magnetic fields to remain unchanged for a portion of the line, and significantly reduced along other areas of the line. 


PECO states that no communication towers, pipelines or other utilities will be affected by the proposed line modifications.  


The closest airport is Wings Field, which is approximately 2.8 miles northeast of the Plymouth Meeting substation, in Blue Bell Township.  PECO’s engineering design consultant evaluated the proposed structure heights, Wings Field flight paths, and distance to Wings Field and determined that FAA notification is not required for any of the new structures.  PECO states that the line will not impact any airports.


The Project was reviewed by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (“PHMC”) and no historical or archeological sites have been confirmed by PHMC.  PECO states they will continue to confer with PHMC and if necessary, implement mitigation and avoidance measures at these locations.  



PECO states that wetlands will be identified prior to construction and procedures, such as the use of temporary mats and other approved methods will create minimal new environmental and land use impacts.  All federal and state permits for the construction and operation of this project will be obtained.  



PECO states that the proposed Plymouth Meeting-Bryn Mawr 138kV transmission line will be designed to meet or exceed the requirements of the National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”).  Additionally, PECO will construct, operate and maintain the transmission facilities in a manner that satisfies or surpasses the NESC.  


The estimated cost of the transmission line work associated with this reconstruction project was updated by PECO to approximately $15.7 million.  The entire cost of the project will be borne by PECO.



The fact that the height of a few structures is being significantly increased raised a concern in determining whether the Commission should process this filing as an LON or require filing as a full application
.  Several issues should be considered, not simply the height change.  First, no party intervened to assert there was a substantial alteration of the right of way.  Second, the location of the poles is in the same proximity of the existing structures, and no new poles will be placed on property where there were no existing poles.  Third, where H-frame structures are replaced by steel monopoles, there will be a reduction in the overall footprint on the right-of way, and where wooden monopoles are replaced by steel monopoles , the footprint will increase slightly resulting in no significant change.  The new line will result in approximately 13 fewer structures on the right-of-way.  Finally, the existing right-of-way is sufficient for the reconstructed line.  



Upon review, the Commission finds that the PECO Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) and (v) because the line will be located entirely on an existing active transmission line right-of-way and the reconductoring and reconstruction will not substantially alter the right-of-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


           1. That the Letter of Notification filed by PECO Energy Company with respect to the reconductoring and reconfiguration of the Plymouth Meeting-Bryn Mawr 138kV transmission line located in Plymouth, Upper Merion and Lower Merion Townships in Montgomery County and Radnor and Haverford Townships in Delaware County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.


2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2012-2326394 be closed.
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BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary
(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED:  November 8, 2012
ORDER ENTERED:  November 8, 2012
� It is possible a change in the height alone could be a substantial alteration of the right-of-way depending upon the specific facts of a case.  
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