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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


December 10, 2012
M-2012-2336347
STEPHEN J. GELATKO
MANAGER – DISTRIBUTION ASSET MANAGEMENT
PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATION

SYSTEM EMERGENCY CENTER

827 HAUSMAN ROAD

ALLENTOWN, PA 18104-9392

Re:  
Request to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission for Exclusion of Major     
Outage for Reliability Reporting Purposes 
Dear Mr. Gelatko:



On November 27, 2012, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) filed a request for exclusion of major outage for reliability reporting purposes in accordance with the requirements of the Commission’s Order entered May 11, 2004, at M‑00991220.  


This request relates to service interruptions due to Hurricane Sandy that began to affect PPL’s service territory during the morning of October 29, 2012.  PPL averred that Sandy brought high sustained winds as well as high wind guts, along with heavy rain.  PPL noted this severe weather caused many broken branches and fallen trees that fell from outside their rights-of-way and caused damage to many transmission and distribution facilities.  PPL noted that wind gusts were reported from 70 to 81 mph in the Allentown area and above 60 mph in the Pocono area.  PPL also averred that restoration efforts were hampered by the heavy winds as bucket trucks cannot safely operate in sustained winds above 30 mph.  PPL stated that the event caused service interruptions beginning October 29, 2012, at 06:00 a.m., with full customer restoration on November 7, 2012 at 8:30 p.m.  Approximately 523,936 customers experienced sustained interruptions out of a total customer base of 1,390,179.  PPL noted that the interruptions were experienced in the Lehigh, Northeast, Central, Susquehanna, Harrisburg and Lancaster operating regions.    


Upon review of the company’s filing, it appears that the service interruptions described by PPL qualify as a major event, as defined in 52 Pa. Code §57.192.  Therefore, the request for exclusion of service interruptions for reporting purposes is hereby approved.  However, the Commission’s approval is contingent upon the possibility that subsequent audits, reviews, and inquiry, in any Commission proceeding, may be conducted, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.197 (relating to Reliability investigations and enforcement).



In addition, this approval will apply only to the matter and parties specifically and clearly defined under this instant filing.


If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within 10 days of the date of this letter.
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Sincerely,








Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary

Cc
Daniel Searfoorce, TUS

Dennis Hosler, Audits


Darren Gill, TUS

Kathleen Aunkst, Secretary’s Bureau
