BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Dawn Smith						:
							:	
	v.						:		C-2012-2292814
						:
Pennsylvania Electric Company			:



ORDER CONTINUING HEARING


		This Order addresses a Joint Motion for Continuance presented by Brian C. Wahoup, Esq., counsel for Pennsylvania Electric Company (Penelec or Respondent) and Dawn Smith (Complainant) in the above-captioned matter on December 20, 2012.  For the reasons set forth, below, the Motion will be granted.

		The Motion for Continuance, made by counsel for the Respondent and by the Complainant, explains that the parties are in communication and are still discussing a possible settlement of this case, but additional time is needed as a hearing is scheduled for January 3, 2013, and the Holiday Season—which for most of us is always overbooked—is upon us.  I can think of few other things more likely to blight a festive Yuletide than imminent litigation, especially when that litigation may be unnecessary.

		Further, it is the Commission’s policy to promote settlements.  52 Pa. Code 
§ 5.231(a).  The Commission’s Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure at 52 Pa. Code 
§ 1.15(b) state that, “Only for good cause shown will requests for continuance be considered.”   Given the ongoing discussions between the parties, good cause has been shown to grant the requested continuance.  In the spirit of the Season, I note that only old Scrooge, himself (pre-ghostly visitation), would deny such a reasonable request.




		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:


		1.	That the Motion for Continuance of Hearing made by Brian C. Wauhop, Esq., and Dawn Smith at Docket No. C-2012-2292814 is granted; and 

		2.	That the hearing scheduled for January 3, 2013, be and hereby is continued for at least 30 days.



	Date:
	December 21, 2012
	
	

	
	
	
	Dennis J. Buckley
Administrative Law Judge
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