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HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDING



On September 6, 2012, a public hearing was held in Harrisburg to review Rider 15 – Energy Efficiency and Conservation and Demand Response Surcharge Rider Reconciliation Report for the period ended May 31, 2012, filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) by Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne).



The hearing was attended by the following counsel: Tishekia Williams, Esq., for Duquesne, and Carrie Wright, Esq. for the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (BIE or I&E).



Duquesne presented the testimony of its witness, Ribeka Garrity, Rates Analyst, and offered one exhibit, Duquesne Light Exhibit 1, Rider 15 – Energy Efficiency and Conservation and Demand Response Surcharge Rider Proposed Surcharge Effective September 1, 2012, Reconciliation of Revenue and Expense, June 1, 2011 through May 31, 2012, filed in compliance with Section 1307(e) of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code.  BIE had present its witness, Brian Shuey, from the Commission’s Bureau of Audits, and introduced I&E Exhibit 1, a Summary of Duquesne Light Company’s Energy Efficiency and Conservation and Demand Response Surcharge Section 1307(e) Reconciliation for the period ended May 31, 2012, along with Mr. Shuey’s verification.  Both exhibits were entered into the record without objection.


The hearing resulted in a transcript of 11 pages.  The record closed following the receipt of the transcript on September 26, 2012.  The matter is now ready for decision.
FINDINGS OF FACT



1.
A public hearing was held on September 6, 2012, to review Rider 15 – Energy Efficiency and Conservation and Demand Response Surcharge Rider Proposed Surcharge Effective September 1, 2012, Reconciliation of Revenue and Expense, June 1, 2011 through May 31, 2012, filed by Duquesne Light Company with the Commission.



2.
Duquesne Exhibit 1 is an eight page exhibit containing data to support the filing.


3.
Duquesne Exhibit 1, Rider 15 – Energy Efficiency and Conservation and Demand Response Surcharge Rider Proposed Surcharge Effective September 1, 2012, Reconciliation of Revenue and Expense, June 1, 2011 through May 31, 2012, was received into evidence on behalf of Duquesne.  (Duquesne Exhibit 1).

4.
An exhibit summarizing Duquesne Light Company’s Energy Efficiency and Conservation and Demand Response Surcharge Section 1307(e) Reconciliation for the Period Ended May 31, 2012, was received into evidence on behalf of the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E Exhibit 1).  I&E Exhibit 1 is attached to this Recommended Decision.


5.
For the period ended May 31, 2012, Duquesne collected total surcharge revenue of $11,961,412.  With the addition of the E-factor of a negative $9,439,505, net energy efficiency related revenue was $21,400,917.  Total expenses amounted to $23,812,311.  Thus, the Company experienced an under-collection of $2,411,394.



6.
The statement of Duquesne, as summarized on I&E Exhibit 1, was reviewed by Commission staff for arithmetic accuracy; no inaccuracy was found.

DISCUSSION



No objections were made to any of the exhibits received into evidence at the hearing.



No special issues were raised as to Duquesne’s filing.


The numbers given in Finding of Fact No. 5 correspond to the testimony of Ribeka Garrity, Duquesne’s Rates Analyst, and Duquesne Light Exhibit 1.  As is often the case in Section 1307(e) proceedings, the Company’s exhibit is formatted somewhat differently than the I&E Exhibit, but the numbers agree.
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW



1.
Duquesne Light Company’s statement summarized in I&E Exhibit 1 shall be deemed an adequate filing within the meaning of Section 1307(e) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S.A. § 1307(e), subject to such further review and revision as may be found necessary by the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission as a result of an audit under Section 1307(d) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S.A. § 1307(d), or of some other proceeding.



2.
Acceptance of the statement deemed adequate is based on the unaudited data reported by the utility and does not constitute a final approval of the accuracy of those figures or of the reasonableness of the underlying transactions.



3.
The recovery of under-collections or the refund of over-collections for the utility whose filing is deemed adequate should be implemented based on the operation of its automatic adjustment clause as set forth in its tariff.

ORDER



THEREFORE,



IT IS RECOMMENDED:



1.
That Rider 15 – Energy Efficiency and Conservation and Demand Response Surcharge Rider Proposed Surcharge Effective September 1, 2012, Reconciliation of Revenue and Expense, June 1, 2011 through May 31, 2012, filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission by Duquesne Light Company for the period ended May 31, 2012, be, and hereby is, accepted insofar as it is undisputed.



2.
That acceptance of the undisputed statement is expressly subject to such further review and revision as may be found necessary as a result of a subsequent Commission audit pursuant to Section 1307(d) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S.A. § 1307(d), or of some other proceeding.



3.
That acceptance of the undisputed statement shall not constitute approval of either the accuracy of the reported figures or the reasonableness of the underlying transactions.

Date:
December 19, 2012

















Dennis J. Buckley







Administrative Law Judge
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