BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Petition of PPL Electric Utilities		:
Corporation For A Finding That A		:
Gas Insulated Switchyard Building and a	:
Building to Shelter Control Equipment 	:
at the Proposed Sunbury 500 kV		:			P-2012-2337075
Gas Insulated Switchyard to be Constructed 	:
in Monroe Township, Snyder County,	:
Pennsylvania is Reasonably Necessary for 	:
the Convenience or Welfare of the Public	:



ORDER REASSIGNING CASE TO THE 
BUREAU OF TECHNICAL UTILITY SERVICES 
AS AN UNOPPOSED PETITION


		On November 30, 2012, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or Petitioner) filed a Petition at Docket No. P-2012-2337075 for a finding that a gas insulated switchyard building and a building to shelter control equipment at the proposed Sunbury 500 kV gas insulated switchyard to be constructed in Monroe Township, Snyder County, Pennsylvania is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public (PPL Petition).  Concurrently therewith, PPL filed an interrelated Letter of Notification, at Docket No. A-2012-2337131, for the re-termination of the Sunbury-Susquehanna #2 500 kV Transmission Line. 

		On Saturday, December 15, 2012, notice of the PPL Petition was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, setting December 31, 2012, as the deadline for the filing of formal protests and petitions to intervene. 

		On December 21, 2012, notice of an Initial Prehearing Conference was issued scheduling the prehearing conference for Wednesday, January 16, 2013, at 10:00 a.m., and assigning the matter to me.  
		
		The prehearing conference was held as scheduled, with John H. Isom, Esq., representing PPL.  No other entity appeared.  

		The hearing was held pursuant to the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, which provides:

This article shall not apply to any existing or proposed building, or extension thereof, used or to be used by a public utility corporation, if, upon petition of the corporation, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission shall, after public hearing, decide that the present or proposed situation of the building in question is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public.
53 P.S. § 10619 (in pertinent part).

		Therefore, to exempt a utility project from local zoning restrictions, the Commission is required to hold a public hearing before finding that the petition should be granted as reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public.  The prehearing conference was a public hearing within the meaning of the statute, having given any interested entity an opportunity to intervene or protest and be heard.  No entity filed a protest or a petition to intervene, and no entity other than the Company appeared at the prehearing conference.

		The Certificate of Service indicates that a copy of the PPL Petition was served on the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement, the Office of Small Business Advocate, Snyder County Office of Planning, the Snyder County Board of Commissioners, Monroe Township Supervisors, and Sunbury Generating LLC.  None entered an appearance or filed a protest or petition to intervene.

		Therefore, there is no purpose in further litigation, and this matter is referred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services (TUS) for processing as an unopposed petition.  PPL made some clarifications on the record at the prehearing conference, but these matters may be addressed administratively with TUS.



		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for a finding that a gas insulated switchyard building and a building to shelter control equipment at the proposed Sunbury 500 kV gas insulated switchyard to be constructed in Monroe Township, Snyder County, Pennsylvania is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public is referred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services as unopposed.


Dated:	January 16, 2013			_____________________________________
						Kandace F. Melillo
						Administrative Law Judge
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P-2012-2337075 – PETITION OF PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATION


PAUL E RUSSELL ESQUIRE
PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATION
2 NORTH NINTH STREET
ALLENTOWN PA  18101
610.774.4254
e-serve

DAVID B MACGREGOR ESQUIRE
POST & SCHELL PC
FOUR PENN CENTER
1600 JOHN F KENNEDY BOULEVARD
PHILADELPHIA PA  19103-2808
215.587.1197

JOHN H ISOM ESQUIRE
CHRISTOPHER T WRIGHT ESQUIRE 
POST & SCHELL
12TH FLOOR
17 NORTH SECOND STREET
HARRISBURG PA  17101-1601
717.612.6032
717.612.6013
e-serve

SNYDER COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING
SNYDER COUNTY COURTHOUSE
PO BOX 217
MIDDLEBURG PA 17842

SNYDER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PO BOX 217
9 WEST MARKET STREET
MIDDLEBURG PA 17842

MONROE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS
39 MUNICIPAL DRIVE
SELINSGROVE PA 17870

SUNBURY GENERATING LLC
PO BOX 517 
SHAMOKIN DAM PA 17876



TANYA J MCCLOSKEY ESQUIRE
ACTING CONSUMER ADVOCATE
OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE
555 WALNUT STREET 
FIFTH FLOOR  FORUM PLACE
HARRISBURG PA  17101-1923
717.783.5048

STEVEN C GRAY ESQUIRE
OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE
SUITE 1102
300 NORTH SECOND STREET
HARRISBURG PA  17101

JOHNNIE E SIMMS DIRECTOR
PA PUC BUREAU OF 
[bookmark: _GoBack]INVESTIGATION & ENFORCEMENT LEGAL TECHNICAL
SECOND FLOOR WEST
400 NORTH STREET
HARRISBURG PA  17120
717.787.4887
e-serve







