BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


William R. Widdemer				:
						:
	v.					:		C-2012-2326728
						:
PECO Energy Company			:


ORDER CONTINUING HEARING

Before
Administrative Law Judge
					    Dennis J. Buckley

		This Order continues the hearing in this case that was originally scheduled for today, January 31, 2013.

		On October 26, 2012, I issued an Order Denying the Preliminary Objection of PECO Energy Company (PECO), the Respondent in this case.  On December 20, 2012, counsel for PECO filed a Petition for Reconsideration of that Order with the Commission. Ideally, that Petition should have been returned to counsel with an instruction to counsel to file a Petition for Interlocutory Review pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.301 et seq., but that did not happen.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	A Petition for Reconsideration cannot be ruled on by an Administrative Law Judge, nor will the Commission consider such a Petition in the absence of a Commission Order.  52 Pa. Code § 5.572.
] 


		The Petition for Reconsideration did not act as an automatic stay; however, today’s hearing was in the nature of a prehearing conference.  After discussing the procedural issue in this case with William R. Widdemer (Complainant), and Shawane Lee, Esquire, counsel for PECO, the parties agreed to a continuance of this matter to afford an opportunity for them to discuss the possible settlement of the case or, failing that, the filing of an amended Preliminary Objection.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  	PECO is also still free to request an interlocutory appeal of my October 26, 2012 Order and a stay of proceedings.] 

		The Commission’s Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure at 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b) state that, “Only for good cause shown will requests for continuance be considered.”   The desire on the part of the Complainant and Respondent to discuss the possible settlement of the Complaint constitutes good cause to grant the continuance.

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:


		1.	That the hearing scheduled for January 31, 2013, be and hereby is continued for at least 30 days.



	Date:
	January 31, 2013
	
	

	
	
	
	Dennis J. Buckley
Administrative Law Judge
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