BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Michael Tringali					:
							:
	v.						:			F-2012-2308976
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation			:



[bookmark: _GoBack]INITIAL DECISION


Before
Ember S. Jandebeur
Administrative Law Judge 


HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDINGS

On or about June 4, 2012, Michael Tringali (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (Respondent) alleging overbilling.  This case is a timely appeal from a prior informal Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS) decision at Case No. 2960544.  On July 3, 2012, the Respondent filed an Answer denying the material allegation of the Formal Complaint.

By Hearing Notice dated September 21, 2012, the parties were notified that an Initial Hearing in this case was scheduled for the morning of November 15, 2012.  A Prehearing Order was issued on September 24, 2012, stating the date and time of the scheduled hearing and advising the parties that the case could be dismissed if they failed to obtain a continuance and failed to appear for the hearing.  The Prehearing Order also advised the parties of applicable procedural rules. 

The hearing convened as scheduled.  The Complainant appeared pro se, the Respondent was represented by counsel.  The record closed on December 15, 2012.
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Complainant is a current customer of the Respondent’s and receives electric service at 403 Sullivan Trail, Long Pond, Pennsylvania 18334.

2. The Respondent is a jurisdictional utility providing electric service in Pennsylvania.

3. The issue in this Formal Complaint arose in 2003.  Tr. 10.

DISCUSSION

This Formal Complaint stated that “$600 dollars of the bill are bogus.  My bill should be between $50 and $70 a month.  How did my bill get a $600 balance.  Not with a few late charges.” (sic).  The Complainant stated during the hearing that the Respondent sent him $600 in bills in February 2003.  (Tr. 10).

		No action for the recovery of any penalties or forfeitures incurred under the provisions of this part, and no prosecution on account of any matter or thing mentioned in this part, shall be maintained unless brought within three years from the date at which the liability arose, except as otherwise provided in this part.  66 § P.S. 3314 (a).


According to the Complainant the issue raised in the Formal Complaint, is a $600 charge that arose in 2003.  There is no record of the matter being in dispute since 2003.  The Complainant raised the $600 in his Formal Complaint, and not before.  Although this is couched as an appeal of an earlier BCS decision Case No. 2960544, that case had to do with service being turned off and having service restored, no $600 issue was raised in that informal complaint.  Furthermore, even if the $600 had been raised in the informal complaint, the informal complaint matter was opened on April 26, 2012, well past the three year statute of limitations. 

The Respondent made a motion to dismiss this matter as beyond the statute of limitations.  I agree.  This matter is grossly untimely and will be dismissed in the ordering paragraphs below.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.	The Commission has jurisdiction over the subject matter and parties to this Complaint.  66 Pa. C.S. § 701.

2.	No action for the recovery of any penalties or forfeitures incurred under the provisions of this part, and no prosecution on account of any matter or thing mentioned in this part, shall be maintained unless brought within three years from the date at which the liability arose, except as otherwise provided in this part.  66 § P.S. 3314 (a).

ORDER

THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That the Motion to Dismiss made by the Respondent, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation is granted.
 
2. That the Formal Complaint of Michael Tringali at Docket No. F-2012-2308976 is dismissed.
 
3. That the Secretary’s Bureau shall mark Docket No. F-2012-2308976 closed. 


Date:	January 22, 2013				_________________________________
							Ember S. Jandebeur
							Administrative Law Judge
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