	BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation	: 
For Approval Of The Siting And Construction 	:		A-2012-2304631
of the Blooming Grove - Jackson and Peckville - 	:
Jackson 138/69 kV Transmission Line in 		:
Monroe County, Pennsylvania 			:

Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 	:
For a Finding And Determination That The Service 	:		A-2012-2304648
To Be Furnished By The Applicant Through Its 	:
Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent 	:
Domain to Acquire A Right-Of-Way And 		:
Easement Over And Across The Lands Of Pocono 	:
Manor Investors, LP, In Pocono Township, Monroe 	:
County For The Proposed Blooming Grove - 	:
Jackson and Peckville - Jackson 138/69 kV 		:
Transmission Line Is Necessary Or Proper For 	:
The Service, Accommodation, Convenience Or 	:
Safety Of The Public 					:

Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 	:
For a Finding And Determination That The Service 	:		A-2012-2304649
To Be Furnished By The Applicant Through Its 	:
Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent 	:
Domain to Acquire A Right-Of-Way And 		:
Easement Over And Across The Lands Of 		:
Iroquois Ridge Partners LLP In Pocono Township, 	:
Monroe County For The Proposed Blooming Grove :
- Jackson and Peckville - Jackson 138/69 kV 	:
Transmission Line Is Necessary Or Proper For 	:
The Service, Accommodation, Convenience Or 	:
Safety Of The Public 					:

Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 	:
For a Finding And Determination That The Service 	:		A-2012-2304653
To Be Furnished By The Applicant Through Its 	:
Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent 	:
Domain to Acquire A Right-Of-Way And 		:
Easement Over And Across The Lands Of The	:
Estate of Charles L. Vassallo In Pocono Township, 	:
Monroe County For The Proposed Blooming Grove :
- Jackson and Peckville - Jackson 138/69 kV 	:
Transmission Line Is Necessary Or Proper For 	:
The Service, Accommodation, Convenience Or 	:
Safety Of The Public 					:


ERRATA NOTICE 


This is to advise all parties of record that ALJ Joel H. Cheskis’ Recommended Decision issued on January 4, 2013, in the above-captioned proceeding, contained two typographical errors.  Please find and replace the corrected pages (19 and 33) of the decision attached to this Notice.  

· Page 19, last full paragraph, second sentence – “PPL noted that the circuit … normal winter rating of 111 MWA and that operating …” “MWA” has been corrected to “MVA”
· Page 33, second to the last full paragraph, “With regard …, PPL has complied will all applicable statutes …”  “will” has been corrected to “with”

The Recommended Decision on the PA PUC website will be corrected as indicated above.  This correction will not affect the exception period established by the Commission’s Service Letter.   

2
cost of providing the needed expansion to prevent large scale, long term or frequent service interruptions.  Id.  In this regard, the system is planned so that no customer load remains interrupted for routine maintenance of transmission facilities and so that the loss of any single facility should not result in a voltage drop of more than five percent as required in the RP&P.  Id.; PPL St. 3 at 3.  PPL noted that the RP&P guidelines do not allow circuits to be operated in an overloaded condition to avoid damage or customer outages.  Id.

PPL noted that the present load on the Blooming Grove-Jackson 138/69 kV circuit of 68 megawatts (MW) exceeds the RP&P guidelines that state that the loading on a single-circuit should not exceed 60 MW so that the load from the out of service circuit can be transferred to the remaining in-service circuit within emergency ampacity rating if the circuit is lost.  Id. at 13; PPL St. 3 at 5.  In addition, if an outage were to occur on the Blooming Grove-Jackson circuit in its current configuration, approximately 68 MW would remain interrupted for an extended period, above the RP&P guideline for maximum allowable load loss of 30 MW for a single-circuit.  Id.; PPL St. 3 at 6.

PPL also noted as need for the new transmission line that transmission planning studies project that the existing Blooming Grove – Jackson 138/69 kV circuit will be loaded to 115 mega volt amperes (MVA) during peak winter conditions due to increasing load growth in the area for 2013 and beyond.  Id.; PPL St. 3 at 5.  PPL noted that the circuit currently has a normal winter rating of 111 MVA and that operating above the normal rating for prolonged periods could initially damage the conductor, ultimately leading to a failure and customer outages.  Id. at 13-14.  PPL added that in the event of an outage, service to approximately 16,300 customers would be interrupted.  Id. at 14.  According to PPL, by winter 2013, the loss of the Blooming Grove-Jackson 138/69 kV line would interrupt 68 MW of load because the load cannot be transferred.  Id.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PPL also discussed its transmission planning process in support of its position that the new transmission line is needed.  Id. at 14-16.  PPL stated that the planning process begins with the development of a computer model of the future system and choosing a specific year to

19
expert judgment to rank the remaining alternatives.  Id.; PPL St. 2 at 8.  This included ranking the routes based on visual concerns, community concerns, schedule delay risk, special permit issues and construction and maintenance accessibility.  Id. at 27-28.  PPL stated that the process is designed to encourage thorough discussion in evaluating and selecting a final route in an objective, consistent and comprehensive manner.  Id. at 28; PPL St. 2 at 8-9.  After evaluating all factors considered during the routing process, PPL determined the route included in the Applications had the least impact as determined in the qualitative assessment because it minimizes the effect of the transmission line on all factors of the natural and human environment, while minimizing overall project costs and avoiding unreasonable routes and non-standard design requirements to the extent practical.  Id. at 28-29; PPL St. 1 at 26.

PPL undertook efforts to mitigate the impact of the transmission line.  Id. at 29-32.  This included avoiding sensitive areas and utilizing selective vegetation practices.  Id.  PPL attempted to avoid or mitigate environmental issues and the benefits of the project to PPL’s customers outweigh the environmental harm.  Id. at 31.  

PPL took steps to ensure the safety of the public as a result of the construction of the project, noting that it constructs all its transmission lines to meet or exceed NESC standards, including developing design specifications for this project that meet or surpass all requirements specified by NESC.  Id. at 31-32; PPL St. 4 at 3.  PPL demonstrated that the proposed project does not present any undue risk of harm to the public, and should be approved as proposed.

With regard to environmental issues, PPL has complied with all applicable statutes and regulations and has demonstrated a reasonable effort to reduce the environmental incursion to a minimum.  While PPL recognizes that all transmission lines will have at least some effect on the environment, any environmental harm that may arise from the proposed transmission line is outweighed by the benefits to be derived from the line.

There was no opposition to the route PPL proposed for the transmission line.
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