BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Elimelech Rigerman					:
							:
	v.						:		F-2012-2324184
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation			:



ORDER
ADMITTING LATE-FILED EXHIBITS


On August 17, 2012, Elimelch Rigerman filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) a formal Complaint against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or “the Company”) at Docket Number F-2012-2324184.  The Complaint was an appeal of a decision of the Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Services, case number 2958722.  In his Complaint, Mr. Rigerman averred that there are incorrect charges on his bill.  More specifically, Mr. Rigerman stated that PPL has charged him approximately $22.50 per month for more than five years for a street light that is not on his property.  Mr. Rigerman added that once he complained to the Company about it, the charge was removed from his bill but he had already been charged $1,600 for the light.  Mr. Rigerman requests that PPL refund him $1,600.

On October 4, 2012, PPL filed an Answer to Mr. Rigerman’s Complaint.  In its Answer, PPL denied that there are any incorrect charges on Mr. Rigerman’s bill.  PPL further added that Mr. Rigerman contacted the Company to establish an electric and lighting account.  PPL added that the Company visited the property to confirm that there are no street lights at the location, and that the area light served only Mr. Rigerman.  PPL concluded its Answer by requesting that the Commission deny Mr. Rigerman’s Complaint.

On December 18, 2012, the Commission served a Telephonic Hearing Notice establishing an Initial Telephonic Hearing for this matter for Thursday, January 31, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. and assigning me as the Presiding Officer.  On December 20, 2012, a Prehearing Order was served establishing the procedural rules that would govern the Hearing.

The Hearing was held on January 31, 2013 as scheduled.  Mr. Rigerman appeared pro se and presented oral testimony.  Graig Scultz, Esquire appeared on behalf of the Company.  Mr. Schultz presented one witness who sponsored four exhibits.

During the hearing, the parties discussed a picture of the street light that is the subject of Mr. Rigerman’s Complaint.  Mr. Rigerman indicated that he previously circulated the picture via email as instructed in the Prehearing Order and desired to have it admitted into the record of the proceeding.  Neither Mr. Schultz nor myself received the picture prior to the hearing.  As a result, Mr. Rigerman was asked to recirculate the picture electronically after the hearing and Mr. Schultz was given ten days to object to its admission into the record.

On January 31, 2013, after the hearing concluded, Mr. Rigerman emailed me the picture of the street light in question, as well as an electronic parcel map of his property and surrounding properties and scanned copies of portions of his prior bills from PPL.  Mr. Rigerman requested that all of the items be admitted into the record of the proceeding.  In response, I forwarded Mr. Rigerman’s email to Mr. Schultz to determine whether he objected to Mr. Rigerman’s request.  On February 1, 2013, Mr. Schultz emailed a letter to me and Mr. Rigerman explaining that he does not object to the admission of the picture of the street light in question but that he does object to the admission of the other items.  

As a result of Mr. Schultz’s letter, I convened an informal, off-the-record conference call with myself, Mr. Rigerman and Mr. Schultz.  During that call, the parties agreed that only the picture of the street light in question would be admitted into the record.  As such, this Order formally admits the picture of the street light into the record of this proceeding.



THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the picture of Mr. Rigerman’s property that identifies the location of the street light that is the subject of Mr. Rigerman’s Complaint shall be admitted into the record of this proceeding as Rigerman Exhibit Number 1.

Date:	February 14, 2013	______________________________
		Joel H. Cheskis
		Administrative Law Judge
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