  BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Audrey Imhoff		:
		:
	v.						:		C-2013-2343022
							:
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation			



ORDER GRANTING MOTION OF 
PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATION
TO DEFER AND HOLD IN ABEYANCE THE 
COMPLAINT OF AUDREY IMHOFF 


		On or about January 8, 2013, Audrey Imhoff (Complainant or Ms. Imhoff) filed a Formal Complaint against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (Respondent or PPL) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  The Complaint opposed a PPL transmission line project in the Lancaster region of Pennsylvania that had been announced but is still in the planning stages.  PPL filed an Answer on or about January 22, 2013, which denied the material allegations of the Complaint, and which sought to have the Complaint dismissed as premature, without prejudice to refile.  PPL indicated that no final decision regarding the route for the project has been made.  

 		Also, on January 22, 2013, PPL filed, in the alternative, a Motion to Defer and Hold in Abeyance the Complaint of Audrey Imhoff (Motion), with a twenty-day Notice to Plead.  In its Motion, PPL stated that, in the event the Commission does not dismiss the Complaint without prejudice, as sought in the Answer, it requests that the Complaint be held in abeyance pending the submission by PPL of an appropriate filing seeking approval of the siting and construction of the transmission line.  PPL indicated that it would seek to consolidate the two proceedings at that time.

		In accordance with 52 Pa. Code §§1.56(b) and 5.103(c), Complainant had until February 14, 2013, to respond to the Motion.  No timely response was received.  The Motion was assigned to me and is now ready for a ruling.

		Section 701 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. §701, provides that persons having an interest in the subject matter may file complaints with the Commission about acts or things done or omitted to have been done by any public utility in violation of any law within the jurisdiction of the Commission, or any Commission regulation or Order.  In the instant case, there is not yet any act or thing done or omitted to have been done by PPL regarding the transmission line project as no filing has yet been made.  Therefore, there is not yet a “case in controversy” and Ms. Imhoff’s Complaint is premature. 

		However, rather than dismissing the Complaint, I will direct that the matter be held in abeyance pending the submission by PPL of an appropriate filing regarding the proposed transmission line project.  When that filing is made, PPL has indicated it will seek to consolidate the two proceedings.  If PPL subsequently abandons the project and does not intend to submit a filing, it must submit an appropriate pleading to close out the instant Complaint docket.    


		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:


		1.	That the Motion of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation to Defer and Hold in Abeyance the Complaint of Audrey Imhoff is granted.

		2.	That the Complaint of Audrey Imhoff at Docket No. C-2013-2343022 is held in abeyance until PPL Electric Utilities Corporation submits an appropriate filing regarding the proposed transmission line project in the Lancaster region of Pennsylvania.

		3.	That upon the submission of the appropriate filing referenced in Ordering Paragraph #2, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation shall move to consolidate the instant Complaint with that filing.

		4.	That if PPL Electric Utilities Corporation subsequently abandons the project, it must submit an appropriate pleading to close out the instant Complaint docket.    


Date:	February 19, 2013				__________________________________
							Kandace F. Melillo
							Administrative Law Judge
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