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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE








February 28, 2013





To:

Interested Parties

Re:
Paper Filing - Elimination of Additional Paper Copy Filing Requirements

Docket Nos:
M-2012-2317481, L-2012-2296005 & L-2012-2324073 
On July 19, 2012, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) adopted a Proposed Rulemaking Order, Docket No. L-2012-2296005 (July 19th Order), which recommended eliminating the following requirements: (1) the filing of additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of pleadings, submittals or other documents, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 1.37(a), and (2) the filing of additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of exceptions to Commission orders, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.533(d).  On August 16, 2012, the Commission issued a Secretarial Letter, Docket Nos. M-2012-2317481 and L-2012-2296005 (August 16th Secretarial Letter), immediately eliminating the additional paper copy filing requirements recommended for elimination in the July 19, 2012 Order, pending completion of that rulemaking process.  That Secretarial Letter also announced that the Commission was temporarily waiving other requirements to file additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, as follows: (1) the filing of additional paper copies of briefs and reply briefs, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.502(b)(1), (2) the filing of additional paper copies of reply exceptions, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.535, and (3) the filing of additional paper copies of tariff supplements, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 53.51(b).  

The purpose of this Secretarial Letter is to notify interested parties that the Commission, in addition to the regulations identified in the July 19th Order and August 16th Secretarial Letter, has waived other certain regulations noted below to eliminate the requirement to file additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of certain documents.  To initiate the elimination of these other additional paper copy filing requirements, the Commission has issued a Proposed Rulemaking Order, at Docket Nos. L-2012-2324073, L-2012-2296005, L-00070187, M-2012-231481 and M-2008-2072592 (February 28th Rulemaking Order), simultaneously with the issuance of this Secretarial Letter.   
Municipal contracts 


The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 3.101 require an executed or reproduction copy and two additional copies of municipal contracts to be filed with the Commission at least 30 days prior to the effective date of the contract.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file two additional paper copies, beyond the executed or reproduction copy, of such municipal contracts. 
Applications for transportation of property, household goods in use and persons

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 3.381(a)(3) require common carriers to file with the Commission an original and two copies of an application for a certificate of public convenience authorizing them to provide transportation service for property, household goods in use and/or persons.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file two additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of such applications.  

Applications for temporary authority and emergency temporary authority

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 3.383(c)(1) require common carriers to file with the Commission an original and one copy of each application for temporary authority and/or emergency temporary authority.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file one additional paper copy, beyond a signed original, of such applications.    
Certificate of public convenience as a water supplier or wastewater collection, treatment or disposal provider 

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 3.501(c) require applicants for a certificate of public convenience as a public water or wastewater collection, treatment or disposal provider to “file with the Commission the original and three copies of the application.”  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file three additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of such application.   
Applications to establish rates related to value
The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 23.101(d) require common carriers to file with the Commission four copies, one of which shall be verified, of applications to establish rates for the transportation of household goods in use.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file four additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of such applications.  As a result, the signed original paper copy of the application that is filed with the Commission must be verified. 

Tariffs of joint rate 


The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 23.121(b) require common carriers to file with the Commission an original and one copy of tariffs of joint rate.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file one additional paper copy, beyond a signed original, of tariffs of joint rate.  

Common carrier time schedules

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 29.303(a) require common carriers to file two copies of “time schedules applicable to the service at least 10 days prior to the effective date thereof.”  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file two additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of such time schedules.  

Motor carrier insurance forms 


The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 32.2(c) require motor carriers to file with the Commission three copies of certificates of insurance, surety bonds and notices of cancellation.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file three additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of certificates of insurance, surety bonds and notices of cancellation.  
EGS licensing applications 


The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 54.32(c) require electric generation suppliers (EGSs) to file with the Commission an original and eight copies of a completed licensing application.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file eight additional copies, beyond a signed original, of such licensing applications.
Retail electricity choice sales activity report forms

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 54.203(b)(3) require electric distribution companies (EDCs) or active EGSs to file with the Commission an original and two copies of a completed retail electricity choice sales activity report form.  This regulation also requires EDCs and EGSs to file one paper copy of the report form with the Commission no later than 15 days after the report is due if the form is eFiled.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file two additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of the report form when such report is filed in paper form.  Additionally, consistent with the August 16th Secretarial Letter (dispensing with the requirement for a paper copy of eFiled documents to be submitted); the Commission is eliminating the requirement for EDCs and EGSs eFiling such report form to also file a paper copy of the eFiled form when the form is less than 250 pages in length. 

Notification of high voltage electric transmission line construction

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(2) require electric service providers intending to construct high voltage (HV) electric transmission lines to file with the Commission an original and six copies of the letter of notification and an affidavit of service showing the identity of those to be served by such lines.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file six additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of the letter of notification.  We note that as this regulation is currently written, only one original of the affidavit of service must be filed with the Commission.   

High voltage electric transmission line applications 

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 57.74(a) require electric service providers to file with the Commission an original and six copies of an application to construct HV electric transmission lines.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file six additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of this application.  

Annual resource planning reports

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 57.141(a) require EDCs to file with the Commission an original and three copies of their Annual Resource Planning Report.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file three additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of the Annual Resource Planning Report. 

EDC annual and quarterly reliability reports

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 57.195(a)(1) require  EDCs to file with the Commission an original and six copies of their annual reliability report.  Additionally, the Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 57.195(d)(1) require EDCs to file with the Commission an original and six copies of their quarterly reliability report.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file six additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, of both annual and quarterly reliability reports.     

Annual integrated resource planning reports for major gas utilities

The Commission’s regulations at § 59.81(a) require major gas utilities to file with the Commission an original and five copies of their annual integrated resource planning report.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file five additional copies, beyond a signed original, of annual integrated resource planning reports.  

Licensing applications for natural gas suppliers

The Commission’s regulations at 62.103(b) require natural gas suppliers to file with the Commission an original and eight copies of their completed licensing application and supporting attachments.  This regulation also requires natural gas suppliers to file an electronic copy of the application.  By the February 28th Rulemaking Order, the Commission is eliminating the requirement to file eight additional copies, beyond a signed original, of such licensing applications.  Additionally, the Commission is eliminating the requirement for natural gas suppliers to also eFile a copy of the application that has been filed in paper form.  Accordingly, natural gas suppliers may either (1) file with the Commission one signed original paper copy of the licensing application or (2) eFile the application.  Consistent with the Commission’s August 16th Secretarial Letter (dispensing with the requirement for a paper copy of eFiled documents to be submitted), natural gas suppliers choosing to eFile their licensing application are not required to also submit a paper copy of the application to the Commission within three days of eFiling if the application is less than 250 pages in length.   


As indicated above, and in accordance with Section 501 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. § 501, the Commission is waiving various regulations to eliminate the requirement to file additional paper copies, beyond a signed original, for the above-mentioned documents as set forth in the February 28th Rulemaking Order.  If such additional paper copies are filed, the Commission will retain only the signed original in any document folders at the Commission.  We encourage interested parties filing comments in response to the February 28th Rulemaking Order to point out any additional regulations containing paper copy filing requirements they feel should be addressed at this time.

Any questions about this Secretarial Letter should be directed to Secretary Chiavetta at 717-772-7777. 
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Sincerely,

Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

cc:
Chairman’s Office

Vice Chairman’s Office


Commissioners’ Offices


Bohdan R. Pankiw, Chief Counsel


Office of Consumer Advocate


Office of Small Business Advocate
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