BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Janice Buchan						:
							:
v.						:		C-2013-2347538
							:
West Penn Power Company	:



ORDER CANCELLING HEARING AND
REFERRING CASE FOR MEDIATION REVIEW



		By Order dated March 19, 2013, the Preliminary Objection of West Penn Power Company (West Penn, the Company, or Respondent) was granted and the issue of damages was stricken from the Complaint.  However, the remaining issues were to be addressed in an Initial Telephonic Hearing scheduled for Friday, May 10, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

		Subsequent to the scheduling of the Initial Telephonic Hearing, I became aware that the Respondent had requested mediation on the remaining issues.  Accordingly, it is appropriate to cancel the May 10, 2013, Initial Telephonic Hearing and refer the remaining issues to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s (Commission) Mediation Unit for purposes of mediation review.  A hearing can be rescheduled if necessary at a later time.
		
		The Commission encourages parties to avail themselves of mediation if possible in lieu of incurring the time, expense and uncertainty of litigation.  The Commission also recognizes that the results achieved from negotiated settlements are often preferable to those achieved at the conclusion of a fully litigated proceeding.  52 Pa. Code §§69.391(a), 69.401.

 
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the Initial Telephonic Hearing scheduled for Friday, May 10, 2013, in this matter is hereby cancelled, and will be rescheduled if necessary.
 
2.	That the remaining issues in this proceeding are referred to the Commission’s Mediation Unit for the Commission’s mediation review process.


Dated:	April 10, 2013					_____________________________
							Kandace F. Melillo 
							Administrative Law Judge
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