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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric 
Utilities Corporation, Filed Pursuant to 
52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G,
with respect to the Re-termination of the                                         A-2013-2364120
Clinton-Lycoming #2 138/69 kV                                         
Transmission Tie Line into a New Bay
at the existing 230-69 kV Clinton
Substation in Clinton Township,
Lycoming, County, Pennsylvania.

ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

	On May 16, 2013, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(iii) and (vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

1. 		An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or 


configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

	Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Lycoming County Planning Commission, Lycoming County Commissioners, Clinton Township Planning Commission, Clinton Township Board of Supervisors and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protest was filed and no hearing was held.

		In this filing, PPL Electric seeks Commission approval to re-terminate the existing 16.4-mile long Clinton – Lycoming #2 138/69 kV Transmission Tie Line ("Clinton - Lycoming Line") into a new bay at the existing 230-69 kV Clinton Substation in Clinton Township, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania (the "Project").  

PPL Electric states that the Clinton - Lycoming Line is currently tied to the 4.0-mile long Lycoming #2 - Muncy 138/69 kV Transmission Tie Line ("Lycoming-Muncy Line").  The two lines terminate together via a single, joint tie line into one bay in the 230-69 kV Clinton Substation ("Clinton Substation").  PPL Electric plans to detach the Clinton-Lycoming Line from the existing Lycoming - Muncy Line and re-terminate it into the Clinton Substation via a 1,200 foot segment of new transmission line into a new bay also at the Clinton Substation ("Project").

PPL Electric states that Project will resolve reliability issues which result from the fact that the Clinton - Lycoming Line and the Lycoming - Muncy Line are operated in a network configuration.  Specifically, any outage on either Line interrupts service to all customers served by both lines.  The result is an increased number of outages on these lines. According to PPL Electric, service on these Lines has been interrupted to residential customers as well as certain large industrial customers served from the Lycoming - Muncy Line who require a high level of reliable service to sustain their operations.  A total of approximately 17,118 customers are served from the substations supplied by the Clinton - Lycoming Line and the Lycoming - Muncy Line.


PPL Electric states that according to its Reliability Principles and Practices (“RP&P”), outages on a load serving line should not exceed 2 outages per year per 20-mile circuit for both momentary and permanent outages.[footnoteRef:1]  This is equivalent to 2.04 interruptions per year for the 20.4 mile long Clinton - Lycoming and Lycoming - Muncy Lines.  However, in recent years, outage rates of the Clinton - Lycoming and Lycoming - Muncy Lines have exceeded the line performance standards set by PPL Electric's RP&P with 4 outages in 2011, 7 outages in 2012, and 3 outages to date in 2013. [1:    A momentary outage is defined as an interruption that is less than 5 minutes in duration.  A permanent outage is
     defined as an interruption that is equal or greater than 5 minutes.
] 


		PPL Electric believes that the proposed project will produce significant improvement in service reliability.  The proposed Project involves the reduction of the line mileage exposure for each of the two lines.  PPL Electric plans to implement the reduction by separating the existing Clinton – Lycoming Line from the existing Lycoming - Muncy Line and re-terminate the Clinton - Lycoming Line into a new bay at the Clinton Substation.  The 4.0-mile long Lycoming - Muncy Line that already terminates into the Clinton Substation will not be modified.  Separating the two Lines will mean that they no longer will be operated in a networked configuration, so interruptions on the Clinton - Lycoming Line will no longer affect service on the Lycoming - Muncy Line and vice-versa. 

		According to PPL Electric, the new section of the Clinton - Lycoming Line will consist of three 795.0 kcmil,[footnoteRef:2] 30/19 stranding ACSR[footnoteRef:3]  power conductors and two 3/8 inch diameter Overhead Ground Wires that will provide lightning protection.  The conductors and overhead ground wires will be supported by single or double shaft weathering steel monopoles equipped with upswept weathering steel arms.  The new steel structures will average 76 feet in height, and the average span length for the new section of line will be 203 feet. [2:    Kcmil stands for thousand circular mils. Kcmil wire size is the equivalent cross section area in thousands
    of circular mils. A circular ml is the area of a circle with a diameter on one thousandth (0.001) of an inch.    
3   ACSR stands for aluminum conductor steel reinforced.
]  [3: ] 


PPL Electric states that the Project will be constructed entirely on land already owned in fee by PPL Electric.  No further land rights are required for this Project.  Further, the re-termination of the Clinton - Lycoming Line will not create any unreasonable danger to the public health or safety.  The Project will result in little, if any, environmental or social impacts as the new line section will be constructed entirely on PPL Electric property that already hosts substantial other electric transmission facilities. 

The proposed Project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safe Code ("NESC") minimum standards and meets all applicable legal requirements.  PPL Electric states that it has reviewed the proposed Project with representatives of Clinton Township and Lycoming County, and they had no objection to it.  
			
		The total estimated cost of the proposed Project is approximately $3.0 million, which includes both the transmission line work and the substation work, and will be paid for by PPL Electric.  The transmission line work for the Project is scheduled to commence as soon as practical after Commission approval has been obtained. 

Upon review, the Commission finds that the PPL Electric’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(iii) and (vi) because the transmission line to be constructed is located entirely within the company’s existing right-of-way and is less than two miles, and will be located entirely on land owned by PPL Electric, which includes substantial transmission facilities that already occupy the tracts of land.  Above all, the Commission has reviewed the filing and finds it to be consistent with applicable law and Commission policy regarding transmission line siting, and therefore to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach to the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:

1.  That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the re-termination of the Clinton – Lycoming #2 138/69 kV Transmission Tie Line in Clinton Township, Lycoming County, PA is hereby approved.

1.       That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2013-2364120, be closed.
[image: ]
BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary



(SEAL) 
ORDER ADOPTED: June 13, 2013
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