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COMI#NWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA^ 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265 

IN REPLY PLEASE 
REFER TO OUR FILE 

October 2, 1997 

R-00973953 

All Parties 
(See Attached List) 

KOR 

Petition of Joint Signatories to Forego the use of a Recommended Decision in Evaluating the 
Joint Petition for Partial Settlement Recently filed in this Docket. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is to advise you that an Order was adopted by the Commission at public meeting 
held October 2, 1997 on the above entitled proceeding. 

A copy of the Order is enclosed for your records. 

OCICETf 
OCT 14 1997 

Very truly yours, 

James J. McNulty, Acting Secretary 
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Petition of the Joint Signatories to Forego 
the Use of a Recommended Decision in 
Evaluating the Joint Petition for Partial 
Settlement Recently Filed in This Docket 

Public Meeting held October 2, 1997 

OCKETEI 
OCT 14 1997 
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ORDER 

DOCUMENT 
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BY THE COMMISSION: 

On August 27, 1997, various parties (hereinafter "Joint Signatories"1 ) in 

this proceeding filed a Partial Settlement comprising the central, most difficult and 

contentious issues raised by PECO's Restructuring Plan. Before us for 

consideration is the Joint Signatories' petition requesting us to forego the use of a 

recommended decision in evaluating the Partial Settlement. 

1 The Joint Signatories include Senator Vincent J. Fumo, CEPA, et al., Lance S. Haver, the Office of Trial 
Staff, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, the Philadelphia Area 
Industrial Energy Users Group, the American Association of Retired Persons, the Department of the Navy 
and PECO Energy Company. 



The Joint Signatories propose that we order evidentiary hearings on the 

settlement and then have the administrative law judges (ALJs) certify the 

evidentiary record directly to the Commission, with briefs and reply briefs 

submitted to the Commission rather than to the ALJs. The Joint Signatories 

suggest that this procedure will allow full development of an evidentiary record, 

while at the same time allowing expeditious review of the Partial Settlement. 

More specifically, the Joint Signatories assert that this procedure for 

expedited evaluation is both appropriate and necessary for the Partial Settlement 

because "[ i]f the Commission rejects or modifies this settlement . . . the Joint 

Signatories and other parties will need to litigate the outcome of this proceeding." 

Petition at if 3. In accordance with Section 2806(F) of the Electric Competition 

Act, 66 Pa. C.S. § 2806(F), our final decision on PECO Energy's restructuring 

plan, which was filed on April 1, 1997, must be made no later than January 1, 

1998. Accordingly, we agree with the Joint Signatories that "it is essential that the 

Commission reach a decision as quickly as possible of whether to accept or reject 

the settlement" because of statutory deadline concerning final action on PECO 

Energy's restructuring plan, and will modify our usual procedures as permitted by 

52 Pa. Code § 1.2(c). As the Joint Signatories point out, we have utilized the 

certification procedure on several recent occasions where time was of the essence, 



most notably in the pilot program proceeding at Docket No. P-00971170; 

THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That the record close no later than Friday, October 17, 1997; 

2. That the record be certified to the Commission for decision in 

accordance with 52 Pa. Code § 5.531 (a); 

3. That an original and two copies of briefs be filed in hand with the 

Prothonotary, and two copies be filed in hand with each Commissioner, the Office 

of Special Assistants and the Law Bureau no later than six (6) calendar days after 

the close of the record; 

4. That briefs be limited to twenty-five (25) pages with font size no less 

than 12 point; 

5. That one diskette containing the party's brief in either Word Perfect 5.1 

or ASCII format must also be provided to the Office of Special Assistants at the 

time the party's brief is filed; 

6. That no reply briefs may be filed; and 



7. That a copy of this Order be served upon all active parties of record at 

this docket, the Office of Special Assistants and the Office of Administrative Law 

Judge. 

BV THE COMMISSION 

James J. McNulty 
Acting Secretary 

(Seal) 

ORDER ADOPTED: October 2,1997 

ORDER ENTERED: OCT - 2 
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