
BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Fred Lavner					 	:
							:		
	v.						: 		C-2013-2357426
							:
PECO Energy Company				:


ORDER GRANTING
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE

		On March 12, 2013, Fred Lavner filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) a formal Complaint against PECO Energy Company (PECO or “the Company”), at Docket Number C-2013-2357426.  In his Complaint, Mr. Lavner averred that there are incorrect charges on his bill and the Company is threatening to shut off his service.  Mr. Lavner averred that his bills have been too high for the usage at his residence and that there are multiple months where he does not receive a bill from PECO.  Mr. Lavner also averred that he requested an on-site audit but one was never scheduled and that he would like an accelerated payment plan so that he can correct any overdue balance he may owe.

		On April 24, 2013, PECO filed an Answer with New Matter in response to Mr. Lavner’s Complaint.  In its Answer, PECO denied that Mr. Lavner is being overcharged or that there are any errors on his utility bills.  PECO further stated that Mr. Lavner has been given four payment agreements, including two from the Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Services.  PECO further averred that Mr. Lavner’s high bills are due to his failure to pay the entire amount of his monthly bill, missing payments or paying beyond the due date.  Finally, PECO averred that Mr. Lavner does not receive paper bills because he enrolled in E-billing.  In its New Matter, which was accompanied by a Notice to Plead, PECO detailed the prior payment agreements Mr. Lavner had been given and argued that a new payment agreement is not appropriate as part of this proceeding.  PECO attached multiple supporting documents to its Answer and New Matter and concluded that Mr. Lavner’s Complaint should be dismissed.  Mr. Lavner did not file an Answer to PECO’s New Matter.

On May 2, 2013, the Commission issued a Telephone Hearing Notice scheduling an Initial Telephonic Hearing for this matter for Wednesday, June 26, 2013, and assigning me as the Presiding Officer.  A Prehearing Order was issued dated May 6, 2013 setting forth the procedural issues that will govern the Hearing.

The Hearing convened on June 26, 2013 as scheduled.  Mr. Lavner appeared pro se and Ms. Shawane Lee, Esquire, appeared on behalf of PECO.  Prior to going on the record, the parties were given an opportunity to have settlement discussions to determine if the outstanding issues could be resolved without a formal hearing.  In lieu of settlement discussions, however, PECO requested that the hearing be continued until after July 9, 2013 because the Company intended to conduct a high bill investigation at the Service Address on that date.  A continuance would also allow the parties to have settlement discussions.  Mr. Lavner did not oppose the requested continuance.

As PECO’s request was reasonable and unopposed, it was granted.  The Company was advised, however, that it is preferable that requests for a continuance be made prior to the date of the hearing so that the resources of the Commission and the parties can be better conserved.  The parties subsequently agreed to hold the Hearing on July 24, 2013.  


ORDER

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the request for continuance of the Initial Telephonic Hearing scheduled for June 26, 2013 by PECO Energy Company at the above-captioned docket, is hereby granted. 
 
2. That the Initial Telephonic Hearing for this matter be rescheduled to July 24, 2013.

3. That all other provisions of the Prehearing Order dated May 6, 2013 remain in effect.


Date: July 1, 2013										
							Joel H. Cheskis
							Administrative Law Judge
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