BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Jennie Carter Harris 					:
							:
	v.						:		F-2013-2367030
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



INTERIM ORDER


On May 16, 2013, Jennie Carter Harris filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) a formal Complaint against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or “the Company”) at Docket Number F-2013-2367030.  The Complaint was a timely appeal of a decision of the Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS) at case number 3065594.  In her Complaint, Ms. Harris averred that a lien was imposed on her property even though she believed that she had enrolled in PGW’s Landlord Cooperation Program (LCP), only to find out later that she was not enrolled.  Ms. Harris requested that the Commission order PGW to remove the lien from the property and transfer responsibility for the payment of the gas bill to the tenant.  Ms. Harris attached copies of emails to her Complaint in support of her position.

On June 25, 2013, PGW filed an Answer to Ms. Harris’ Complaint.  In its Answer, PGW denied that Ms. Harris was properly enrolled in the LCP and stated that she “created an account with LCP but did not register the property.”  PGW admitted that a lien was placed on the property in the amount of $1,252.52.  PGW concluded its Answer by requesting that the Commission find against Ms. Harris and dismiss the Complaint.

Also on June 25, 2013, PGW filed Preliminary Objections.  The Preliminary Objections were accompanied by a Notice to Plead.  In its Preliminary Objections, PGW argued that the Commission has no jurisdiction over the filing of municipal liens and that the Commission has repeatedly recognized its lack of subject matter jurisdiction in cases involving the LCP.  PGW stated that Ms. Harris began the registration for LCP but did not complete the process and thus was not afforded its protections.  PGW argued that Ms. Harris’ request for relief is, therefore, impertinent matter within the meaning of the Commission’s regulations regarding Preliminary Objections and requested that the requested relief be stricken.  The Preliminary Objections, however, were not signed by counsel.

By Motion Judge Assignment Notice dated July 18, 2013, the parties were informed that I was assigned as the Presiding Officer in this matter and responsible for resolving any issues which may arise during the preliminary phase of this proceeding.

On July 25, 2013, PGW filed the signature page that was omitted from the Preliminary Objections when they were originally filed on June 25, 2013.

Commission regulations require that a pleading be signed in ink by the party in interest, or by the party’s attorney.  52 Pa. Code § 1.35(a).  PGW’s Preliminary Objections failed to comply with this provision.  As a result, the Preliminary Objections will be considered to have been filed on July 25, 2013 for purposes of answering and disposition.  The 10-day Answer period for Ms. Harris to respond to the Preliminary Objections, to the extent she so desires, 52 Pa. Code § 5.101(f)(1), as well as the 30-day period to dispose of the Preliminary Objections pursuant to Section 5.101(g), 52 Pa. Code § 5.101(g), will begin July 25, 2013.

ORDER

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Preliminary Objections filed by Philadelphia Gas Works at Docket Number F-2013-2367030 will be considered to have been filed on July 25, 2013 for purposes of answering and disposition.

1. That Jennie Carter Harris will have until August 5, 2012 to submit an Answer, to the extent she so desires, to the Preliminary Objections filed by Philadelphia Gas Works.


Date:	July 26, 2013	____________________________
		Joel H. Cheskis
		Administrative Law Judge


3
[bookmark: _GoBack]F-2013-2367030 - JENNIE CARTER HARRIS v. PHILADELPHIA GAS WORKS

JENNIE CARTER HARRIS
907 GUENTHER AVENUE
YEADON PA  19050
610-259-9695

LAURETO FARINAS ESQUIRE
PHILADELPHIA GAS WORKS
4TH FLOOR
800 W MONTGOMERY AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA PA  19122
215-684-6982
E-Serve




