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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


August 21, 2013
M-2013-2376703
DAVID J KARAFA
PENNSYLVANIA ELECTRIC COMPANY
2800 POTTSVILLE PIKE

READING, PA 19612

Re:
Request to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission for Exclusion of Major                  
Outage for Reliability Reporting Purposes.
Dear Mr. Karafa:



On August 1, 2013, Pennsylvania Electric Company (Penelec) filed a request for exclusion of major outage for reliability reporting purposes in accordance with the requirements of the Commission’s Order entered May 11, 2004, at M‑00991220.  


The instant request relates to service interruptions that occurred as a result of an unscheduled emergency interruption to isolate a transmission breaker switch on the East Towanda 115 kV transmission line.  The event began on May 14, 2013.  Penelec stated that the event caused sustained interruptions to 21,161 customers out of a total of 583,039 customers, which is less than 10 percent of total customers.  Penelec filed the request based on part B of the major event definition as defined in 52 Pa. Code §57.192
.  Penelec noted that the interruptions occurred in multiple locations in Bradford, Potter, Sullivan, and Tioga Counties.  Penelec noted that the interruptions lasted from May 14, 2013, at 3:09 p.m. until May 15, 2013, at 3:15 a.m.  


Penelec averred that the unscheduled emergency interruption was required to avoid a catastrophic failure of the switch that would have impacted the overall bulk power system and therefore met the part B definition of the major event definition.  Penelec averred that the East Towanda substation was inspected last on April 19, 2013 and no issues were identified.  Penelec noted that the transmission breaker switch that was isolated was discovered to be overheating during a scheduled thermography inspection on May 14, 2013.  Penelec stated that the last thermography inspection on the switch was completed in August 2012 and no issues were identified.  Penelec also noted that the East Towanda 115 kV transmission line system is normally operated as a networked line with multiple sources so that interruptions are normally quickly isolated or backfed from a different source.   Penelec noted that on May 14, 2013, the system was in an abnormal mode due to planned maintenance, which caused the system to operate as a radial feed, which significantly increased the risk for any faults or other contingencies to cause sustained outages.



Based on Penelec’s response to a staff data request on May 15, 2013, data supplied shows over the past year the East Towanda 115 kV transmission line system has had 3 outage events when the system was in abnormal mode, including the May 14 event that caused 35 outages of various duration.  From 2010 to May 15, 2013, the same line system has had 15 other outage inducing events.  Of note, the East Towanda system serves another jurisdictional electric distribution company, Wellsboro Electric Company (Wellsboro), as well as parts of the Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative (Tri-County) system.  Wellsboro and Tri-County serve several thousand customers each.  All of Wellsboro’s approximately 6,200 customers were interrupted during the 3 outage events that took place when the East Towanda system was in abnormal mode.  While Tri-County is not a jurisdictional utility, Commission staff frequently communicates with the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association (PA REA).  The PA REA noted to the staff that a number of Tri-County’s customers were interrupted by the same 3 outage events, in addition to some of the other 15 outage events noted, above.  


The number of outage events on the East Towanda transmission line system over the past three years and the ancillary effects to a significant number of Wellsboro and Tri-County customers indicate there may be reliability and maintenance scheduling issues.


Upon review of the company’s filing, it appears that the service interruptions described by Penelec qualify as a major event, as defined in 52 Pa. Code §57.192.  Therefore, the request for exclusion of service interruptions for reporting purposes is hereby approved.  


Notwithstanding the Commission’s approval of this request for exclusion, Penelec is advised that the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services is hereby initiating an investigation of the reliability performance of the East Towanda 115 kV line system, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.197 (relating to reliability investigations and enforcement). 


In addition, this approval will apply only to the matter and parties specifically and clearly defined under this instant filing.


If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within 10 days of the date of this letter.
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Sincerely,








Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary

Cc
Daniel Searfoorce, TUS

Dennis Hosler, Audits


Darren Gill, TUS

David Washko, TUS

Kathleen Aunkst, Secretary’s Bureau
� Part B defines a major event as: “An unscheduled interruption of electric service resulting from an action taken by an EDC to maintain the adequacy and security of the electrical system, including emergency load control, emergency switching and energy conservation procedures, as described in § 57.52 (relating to emergency load control and energy conservation by electric utilities), which affects at least one customer.”





