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Letter of Notification of Duquesne Light Company, Filed Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G, for Expedited
Approval of the Reconfiguration, 
Reconductoring and Construction of New                                          A-2013-2368139
Tie Lines for Existing Transmission Lines in 
Boroughs of Dravosburg, West Mifflin, and
Jefferson Hills, Allegheny County and Union
Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania


ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

	On June 7, 2013 Duquesne Light Company (“Duquesne Light”) filed a Letter of Notification (“LON”) pursuant to Chapter 57, Subchapter G of the Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d) (1) (i), governing the siting and construction of high voltage transmission lines to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way.  Section 57.72 in general authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

1. An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

1. An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

1. An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

	Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Washington County Board of Commissioners, Union Township Planning Commission, Union Township Board of Supervisors, Jefferson Hills Borough Planning Commission, West Mifflin Borough Planning Commission, Dravosburg Borough Planning Commission, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protest was filed and no hearing was held.

		In this LON, Duquesne Light requests Commission approval for the reconfiguration and reconductoring of certain existing transmission lines in the Boroughs of Dravosburg, West Mifflin, and Jefferson Hills, Allegheny County and Union Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania (the "Project").  The Project involves the reconductoring of approximately 5.2 miles of existing transmission lines and the installation of approximately 0.3 miles of new 138 kV conductors using the existing tower structures within the existing right-of-way.  

		Duquesne Light states that in order to resolve identified reliability violations, it plans to upgrade the existing Wilson 69-23 kV Substation ("Wilson Substation") for 138 kV operation, reconfigure its existing transmission system to bypass the Elrama 138-69 kV Substation ("Elrama Substation") located at the Elrama Power Plant, and convert existing 69 kV facilities to 138 kV operation.

Duquesne Light explains that the Elrama Power Plant is a coal-fired power station with a 460 MW (megawatt) generating capacity located in Union Township, Washington County.  The Elrama Power Plant currently is owned by NRG Energy, Inc. ("NRG").  In February 2012, it was announced that the Elrama Power Plant would be permanently retired on March 1, 2014.  Presently, there are eight substations that are served by transmission lines interconnected with the Elrama Power Plant: the Elrama, West Mifflin, Wilson, and Dravosburg Substations owned by Duquesne Light; the Mitchell, Bethel Park, and Piney Fork Substations owned by FirstEnergy Corporation ("FirstEnergy"); and the customer-owned U.S.X. Clairton Substation.


The Duquesne Light-owned Elrama Substation is a 138-69 kV substation located at the deactivated Elrama Power Plant.[footnoteRef:1]  Presently, there are nine transmission lines that terminate at the Elrama Substation; three 69 kV transmission lines and six 138 kV transmission lines.  Six of the circuits that terminate at the Elrama Substation share a common 255-foot wide right-of-way that extends from the Elrama Power Plant to the Dravosburg Substation.  The remaining three circuits occupy two 85-foot wide rights-of-way that interconnect with facilities that are owned and operated by subsidiaries of FirstEnergy. [1:  Many of the facilities necessary to operate Duquesne Light's Elrama Substation such as the control building
  station service, batteries, and a secure fence are currently owned by the generator owner as part of the power   
  station.] 


Due to the planned retirement of the Elrama Power Plant on March 1, 2014, Duquesne Light conducted a system study which revealed that, under peak conditions, the deactivation and permanent retirement of the Elrama Power Plant will result in load losses, low voltages, and thermal overload violations on the transmission facilities located between the Elrama and the Dravosburg Substations.  

In addition, in February 2012, it was also announced that the New Castle Power Plant units 3, 4, 5, and diesels A and B would be deactivated on April 16, 2015.  As a result, Duquesne Light and PJM evaluated system conditions without the New Castle units.  These studies determined that the Z-11 Elrama-Mitchell 138 kV circuit would exceed its thermal capability for N-l events.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  An N-l event involves the loss of one system element out of service.


] 


Duquesne Light avers that to resolve these reliability violations, it plans to reconfigure its existing transmission facilities that currently are interconnected with the Elrama Power Plant, upgrade the existing Wilson Substation for 138 kV operation and convert existing 69 kV facilities to 138 kV operation.
The transmission work associated with the proposed Project involves: (1)extending the Z-11 Elrama-Mitchell 138 kV circuit to the Wilson Substation by converting existing 69 kV lines between the Elrama Substation and the Wilson Substation to 138 kV operation; (2) creating a Z-72 Dravosburg-Wilson 138 kV circuit from existing 69 kV circuits; (3) creating a Z-17 Bethel Park-Wilson 138 kV circuit and a Z-13 West Mifflin-Wilson 138 kV circuit from existing circuits; (4) creating the Z-16 Piney Fork-Clairton 138 kV circuit from existing circuits; (5) upgrading the Z-73 Dravosburg-West Mifflin 138 kV circuit by utilizing existing 69 kV circuits; and (6) retiring the Elrama Substation and the Z-15 Elrama-Dravosburg 138 kV circuit. 

Duquesne Light states that the Project which is located in the Boroughs of Dravosburg, West Mifflin, and Jefferson Hills, Allegheny County and Union Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania, will resolve all the identified load loss, low voltage, and thermal overload violations.  Further, the Project was presented before stakeholders at the PJM Western Sub-Regional RTEP meeting, approved by the PJM Board, and included in the 2012 RTEP Report as a series of baseline projects.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  PJM RTEP baseline project numbers b2l74.l through b2174.7.] 


		Further, Duquesne Light states that the proposed Project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements. Duquesne Light indicates that the Project will conform to its design criteria, construction standards, and safety practices.  No communication towers, pipelines, or other utilities will be adversely affected by the reconfigured and reconductored transmission lines.

Furthermore, Duquesne Light states the Project will take place entirely within the existing right-of-way that extends from the Elrama Substation to the Dravosburg Substation.  The right-of-way currently contains three parallel double circuit 138 kV tower structures.  The average width of the right-of-way is approximately 255 feet.  Duquesne Light maintains that the existing center line right-of-way allows for the reconstruction and reconductoring without the need for additional right-of-way.  No new towers or structures will be constructed within the right-of-way.  Although a total of five new steel monopole structures are required for the Project, all five structures will be located on existing Duquesne Light-owned property at the substation sites.
	
		The total estimated cost of the proposed Project is approximately $25.6 million.  This includes approximately $4.5 million to reconductor the Z-11 Mitchell-Wilson 138 kV line, $3.5 million for the remaining transmission line work, $10.7 million for the transmission substation work, and approximately $6.9 million for the associated distribution work.  The Project is scheduled to start in September 2013 and be completed by June 1, 2015.  The project cost will be paid for by Duquesne Light.
		
Upon review, the Commission finds that the Duquesne Light’s Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conform to the Commission’s regulations of 52 Pa. Code 57.72(d)(1)(i) because proposed Project will be located entirely within Duquesne Light’s existing right-of-way and will not substantially alter the right-of-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and finds it to be consistent with applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We recommend that the Application be approved; THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED:

                       1. That the Application filed by Duquesne Light Company for the reconfiguration and reconductoring of certain existing transmission lines in the Boroughs of Dravosburg, West Mifflin, and Jefferson Hills, Allegheny County and Union Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania is hereby approved. 
   


                    
	2.  That this proceeding at Docket Nos. A-2013-2368139 be closed.

[image: ]BY THE COMMISSION,


Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary



(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED: August 29, 2013
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