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	Public Meeting held September 12, 2013

	Commissioners Present:
	


	Robert F. Powelson, Chairman

	John F. Coleman, Jr., Vice Chairman
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	Petition of Sean Finan and Maura K. Finan, Shohola Township, Pike County; for an exception from the underground requirements at 52 Pa. Code §57.83.
	             Docket Number:               

             E-2013-2372436



ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



On April 18, 2013, a Petition was filed by Sean Finan and Maura K. Finan (Petitioners), Shohola Township, Pike County.  The Petition was determined to be deficient for lack of service to the appropriate parties.  On July 1, 2013, the Petitioners satisfied the filing requirements and the Petition was officially docketed.


The property affected by this Order is a 57 lot subdivision (Quarry Heights of Parker Glen) in part of a 743 acre plot (Tax Map number 036.00-01-38) located in Shohola Township, Pike County.


The Commission’s regulations state in 52 Pa. Code §57.86(a)(1): “ Whenever a public utility or an affected person believes that the application of the requirements in §57.83 (relating to applicants for electric service) works an undue hardship, involves a physical impossibility, or is otherwise inappropriate, the utility or persons may request an exception from the underground requirements…”

The Petitioners are seeking an exception for the following reasons:

1)
The proposed fifty-seven (57) building lots are 10+ acres each with geology consisting primarily of blue stone.
2)
The subdivision is partially in the Shohola Township Upper Delaware Overlay District and partially in the Residential Forest District.  The site is primarily wooded with very limited clearing and disturbance. There are restrictive covenants for each lot which limit allowable areas of disturbance.
3)
Existing utilities in the area surrounding the development are overhead wires attached to utility poles.

The Petitioners have provided adequate information to substantiate their claims, including a letter from a licensed professional land surveyor attesting to the Petitioners’ claim and proof of service of the Petition on the following affected parties as required by 52 Pa. Code §57.86:  PPL Electric Utilities, Verizon Pennsylvania Inc., Pike County Solicitor Thomas F. Farley, and Shohola Township Solicitor Jason Ohliger.  
No exceptions or requests for formal hearings have been filed. 


In consideration of the foregoing, we find and determine that the Petitioners meet the requirements as defined at 52 Pa. Code §57.86 and should be granted an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities.  This exception will also apply to the provision of telephone service as provided for at 52 Pa. Code §63.41(i); THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:


1.        That the Petition at Docket No. E-2013-2372436 filed by Sean Finan and Maura K. Finan, for an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities with respect to the 743 acre plot located in Shohola Township, Pike County be granted.  This exception also applies to the provision of telephone service as provided for at 52 Pa. Code § 63.41(i).
2.
That this case at Docket No. E-2013-2372436 be closed.
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BY THE COMMISSION,



Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

(SEAL)
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ORDER ENTERED: September 12, 2013
PAGE  
3

