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	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric), filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code  Chapter 57.72 (d)(1)(i), (iv) and (vi), with respect to the replacement of  two existing 69 kV Lines with the Siegfried-Hauto #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line and the construction of the Treichlers 138/69 kV Taps in Allen Township in Northampton County and North Whitehall and Washington Townships in Lehigh County, Pennsylvania 
	Docket Number:

A-2013-2372112  


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On July 3, 2013, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l)(i), (iv) and (vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation. Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.

(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing 
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 
(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi)  An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, Lehigh County Board of Commissioners, North Whitehall Township Planning Commission, North Whitehall Township, Washington Township Planning Commission, Washington Township, Northampton County Council, Allen Township Planning Commission, Allen Township, Lehigh Township, Lehigh Township Planning Commission.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric seeks the Commission’s approval for replacement of approximately 8.5 miles of two existing parallel double-circuit 69 kilovolt ("kV") transmission lines on the Hauto-Siegfried #l &, Siegfried - East Palmerton#2 Line and the Hauto - Siegfried#4 and Siegfried - East Palmerton #l Line, with one high capacity double-circuit 138/69 kV transmission line.  The new double-circuit line will be referred to as the "Siegfried - Hauto #l & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line" ("Siegfried - Hauto Line"). 
In addition, PPL Electric seeks Commission approval for the reconstruction of approximately 800 feet of the Treichlers #1 138/69 kV Transmission Tap and the siting and construction of the new Treichlers #2 138/69 kV Transmission Tap.  The first approximately 470 feet of Treichlers Tap #1 & #2 lines will be constructed on separate structures.  The two circuits are then supported by a common switching structure and dead-end double-circuit structure for approximately 330 feet to provide a double-circuit tap-single feed (DT/SF) configuration.  The Siegfried - Hauto Line will be located in portions of Allen Township in Northampton County and of North Whitehall and Washington Townships in Lehigh County.  The Treichlers Tap Line will be located in Allen and Lehigh Townships in Northampton County.
This project is Phase 1 of a three phase project.  Phase 2 will involve the rebuild of 6.9 miles of the Siegfried – East Palmerton #1 and #2 69 kV double circuit line and Phase 3 will include the rebuild of 15.2 miles of the Hauto-Siegfried #1 and #2 69 kV double-circuit line.  PPL Electric contends that Phase 1 was filed first because this phase is the first portion to be rebuilt and the project was split into three phases to reduce the complexity in project execution. 

PPL Electric proposes to replace the Hauto - Siegfried #l & Siegfried - East Palmerton #2 Line and the Hauto - Siegfried#4 and Siegfried - East Palmerton #l Line because their ages have exceeded their expected useful lives and because they are in a deteriorated condition.  The Hauto - Siegfried #l & Siegfried - East Palmerton #2 circuits were constructed in l9l4 and 1923, respectively.  The Hauto - Siegfried #4 and Siegfried - East Palmerton #1 circuits were constructed in the 1950s.  PPL Electric states that although the new Siegfried - Hauto Line will be designed for 138 kV operation, it will be operated at 69 kV until future load growth makes it appropriate to increase the operating voltage of the transmission system in the area.   
Presently, the Treichlers 69-12 kV distribution substation is supplied by the Treichlers #l 69 kV Tap Line, a single tap line from the Hauto - Siegfried #l 69 kV transmission line.  PPL Electric indicates that while planning the Siegfried - Hauto Line to replace the older lines, it was observed by PPL Electric that the reliability of service from the Treichlers Substation could be improved by modifying the Treichlers Tap Line so that the Treichlers Substation could be supplied from either circuit of the proposed Siegfried - Hauto Line. PPL Electric contends that service from the Treichlers Substation will be able to be restored quickly in the event of an outage of either circuit.  The existing Treichlers Tap Line is approximately 1.1 miles long.  The modification of the Treichlers Tap Line will affect approximately 800 feet of the Tap Line which will involve rebuilding the existing tap line and adding a second tap line, the Treichlers #2 Tap Line and installation of switches and other equipment.  The remainder of the existing Treichlers Tap Line will not be modified.
PPL Electric contends that the replacement of the two aging transmission lines with one new high capacity double-circuit 138/69 kV transmission line is needed for higher capacity operation and better reliability of the service to the area it supplies.  The new line will replace aging, deteriorated transmission infrastructure and will serve 11,000 customers in Lehigh County.  PPL Electric submitted the proposed project to PJM for review and inclusion in the Regional Transmission Expansion Plan (RTEP) of PJM Interconnection, LLC (PJM) as a supplemental project.  PPL Electric asserts that the new lines will use higher ampacity conductors, improved sectionalizing devices and meet new lightning standards of PJM.  


The proposed Siegfried-Hauto #1 and #2 transmission line will be supported by approximately 74 steel monopoles with an average height of approximately 110 feet and an average span of 670 feet.  The proposed steel monopoles will be installed on concrete foundations.  No additional right of way is required for this line.  

PPL Electric indicates that the rebuild of the Treichlers Tap into a double-circuit tap will provide more reliable service by allowing the Treichlers Substation to be supplied from either circuit.  

PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $11.8 million, which will be paid for by PPL Electric.  Construction of the project is proposed to start February 2014 with a proposed in-service date of September 2014.
PPL Electric states that the proposed transmission line rebuild will be located entirely within PPL Electric’s existing right-of-way.  PPL asserts that rebuilding the existing double-circuit lines as one double-circuit line allows PPL Electric to construct the new line on the center line of the existing right-of-way to increase safety and reliability by increasing the distance between the conductors and the edge of the right-of-way.  The rebuild of the Treichlers Tap Lines will be constructed within PPL’s existing right-of-way, which was recently expanded from 70 to 100 feet in width.  


The proposed Treichlers Tap #1 & #2 138/69kV Line will be supported by approximately 5 single-circuit steel monopoles with an average height of approximately 100 feet and an average span of 240 feet.  The two circuits will join together on a common two-pole switching structure and one dead-end steel monopole.  The first 800 feet of the right of way for the Treichlers Tap Line was expanded from 70 feet to 100 feet to accommodate the #2 Tap Line.  The remainder of the Treichlers Tap Line remains unchanged.  

PPL Electric maintains that the new Siegfried-Hauto Line will be designed according to, and will generally surpass, National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) minimum standards.  

PPL Electric states that the proposed transmission rebuild is not expected to impact airport operations or flight patterns from a private heliport 800 feet north of the project and a private airport located approximately 1.8 miles north of the project.  PPL Electric indicates that appropriated documentation will be filed with both the Federal Aviation Administration and the PennDOT Bureau of Aviation. 

PPL Electric has contacted the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) regarding both the Siegfried-Hauto Line site and the Treichlers Tap location.  PPL Electric has utilized PHMC’s database to identify potential historic structures in the project area.  PPL Electric asserts that impacts on any resources in the Siegfried-Hauto Line area are expected to be minimal because the Line is in an existing right-of-way and the new line will reduce the number of transmission circuits from four to two and reduce the number of structures crossing the right-of-way.  The PHMC response regarding the Treichlers Tap project indicated no historic properties located within the project area.  PPL Electric states that it will continue to consult with the PHMC to minimize potential for any adverse impacts on cultural resources.  
PPL Electric indicates that the project will not affect any recreational areas or natural landmarks as it will reduce the number of circuits and structures in the existing right-of-way.  PPL Electric maintains it will obtain any required soil erosion and sedimentation control approvals and construction permits as needed from the applicable County Conservation Districts and/or the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and will comply with the conditions of those permits.  Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) recommended a voluntary tree trimming conservation measure for the Northern Myotis bat that PPL Electric states it will follow.  

The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) requested a plant species survey that PPL Electric is in the process of completing.  PPL Electric is also currently in the process of finalizing a bog turtle survey for submittal to the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  DCNR recommended a plant conservation measure for the Treichlers Tap rebuild area regarding the avoidance of invasive species.  PPL Electric states that it will comply with the DCNR recommendation and will continue consultation with USFWS, DCNR and PGC to avoid impacts to species of concern and will obtain all required approvals, clearances, and permits prior to construction.
The PPL Electric Utilities Corporation Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) because the proposed Siegfried Hauto Transmission Line does not substantially alter the existing right-of-way.  The Treichlers Tap Line modification conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the Tap Line rebuild is less than 2 miles in length. The proposed operation of the unmodified section of the Treichlers Tap Line at 138 kV conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(iv) because the Tap Line voltage change does not alter the right-of-way as the Tap Line was originally constructed to operate at 138 kV.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  We note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE, 
IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That the Letter of Notification filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation regarding the replacement of two existing 69 kV Lines with the Siegfried-Hauto #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line, the construction of the Treichlers 138/69 kV Taps, and the increase in voltage of the unmodified section of the Treichlers Tap in Allen Township in Northampton County and North Whitehall and Washington Townships in Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.


2.
That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2013-2372112 be closed.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED: September 12, 2013
ORDER ENTERED:  September 12, 2013
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